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THE STANDARD BEARER

Did not godless Cain slay righteous Abel just be-
cause he revealed himself to be a citizen of this com-
ing kingdom of God? And here you have brothers re-
vealing this enmity of Gen. 3:15. Had you been living
in that day would you have rather sent your children
to Cain for instruction or to Abel? To which one
would it have been your duty to send them? Cain
could have taught them many wonderful things in the
realm of the natural, but you may be sure that he
would not have taught them salvation through the blood
of Christ. He could only have taught them that God
ocught to be very pleased with the wonderful (?) things
the natural man is doing for Him. He surely would
not teach them that we must love the Lord our God
with all our heart and with all our soul, mind and
strength. His own hatred toward God would have
prevented this. So one may go down the line with
Pharaoh, Herod, Judas, Pilate and many lesser known
characters who showed this enmity toward God’s king-
dom to a very great degree. That same hatred for
God and {His kingdom is in every man as he is by
nature. Cain received it by virtue of the fact that he
was born of fallen Adam. And every man since has
been born from the seed of that corrupt tree. That
enmity is in the heart of every man as he is by nature.

In His grace and by the Spirit of Christ God im-
plants a new life in His people. This causes them to
hate all these works of darkness and to pray that His
kingdom may come. But because we still have that
old nature with us till death, we find that we also have
room in our hearts for the world. We can feel quite
at home with the world and even send our children
to the world for instruction as though its instructors
were really doing us a favor and were our most trusted
friends. Sometimes we even dare to say that there still
is some good in the world even though the Almighty
and All-Wise God declares that there is none that
doeth good, no not one. We, because of the weakness
and sinfulness of our flesh, are inclined to love the
world and the things in the world. The enmity on our
side toward what is of darkness is not always the
motive for what we do. ‘But with the world that evil,
God-hating motive is always present in all its works.
‘And therefore in all it does the world hates the church
and the children of God’s kingdom.

That enmity does not always flare up in violent
persecution. But never for one moment does the world
desire or seek to teach its children or those of the
church the things of God’s kingdom. Never does it
have any use for the cross of Christ and salvation
through His blood. Never does it have any love for
instruction that has for its end the glory of God.

And although that enmity of the world for you
and your children does not always flare up into violent
persecution, the enmity is not diminishing at all. No
amount of philosophy can talk away the reality of
Gen. 3:15, and no work of man can prevent this

enmity from flaring up in the last days into that
tremendous flame of opposition and tribulation of
which God’s Word speaks. The brutal tribulations
of unheard proportions which will come upon the
church in those days through the works of the anti-
christ will not be something unusual. The degree of
intensity may be new, but the enmity which causes it
has been in the world ever since God spoke those
memorable words, “And I will put enmity between
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed : it shall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise its
heel.” The climax of this enmity will have been reach-
ed in the days of the antichrist, but it is ever in the
hearts of the unbelievers.

Are your children safe then in the hands of those
who cannot love God’s kingdom? Can you send them
to the world and expect them to be trained to be child-
ren of the church? Is such activity consistent with
your prayer, “Thy kingdom come”? We surely may
not pray, “Thy kingdom come if it does not cost me
too much and if it does not make it too inconvenient
for me and my children”.

An oft heard excuse today is the fact that this one
or that one never had an education in a christian
school, and look! he turned out to be a pretty good
christian too. Here is an elder, a deacon or even a
minister of the Word of God who was brought up in
the schools of the world. We always went to such
schools and our children did, and are we really any
worse than those who went to Christian schools for
their training?

We would like to say a few things about this in our
next instalment in this department. But let it be
stated here that it is not a question of what God can
and does do in spite of our deeds. It is a question of
what our calling is before God as those who belong to
iHis kingdom and in whose hearts He has wrought that

-new life which hates the world and the things in the

world (I John 2:15). God was able to save the mur-
derer on the cross who lived in terrible darkness until
almost the last moment of his life, but this does not
excuse the life that he lived. We must not point to
what God has accomplished in spite of our deeds and
use this as an excuse to refuse to recognize our calling.
There is more that we would like to say about this
matter, but it will have to wait until later.
(To be continued).
J. A. H.

CLASSIS WEST

of the Protestant Reformed Churches will meet, D.V.,
on Wednesday, September 3, 1947, at 9 o’clock A. M. at
Doon, Iowa. Delegates desiring lodging should contact
Rev. J. Blankespoor, Doon, Iowa.

C. Hanko, Stated Clerk.
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FROM HOLY WRIT

O.T. Quotations in the N. T.

(Exodus 34:34 in II Cor. 3:16)

In our former articles in this present series of
Scripture studies we have called attention to some New
Testament passages from the pen of the apostle Paul,
in which he quotes from the Old Testament Scriptures
and places them in a New Testament context.

In these studies there were three elements that al-
ways and again became evident as necessary to the
correct understanding of the Word of God.

Firstly, it became very clear that the Old Testament
and the New Testament are really one. The former
is the promise of things to come, the latter is the reality
of God’s covenant brought nigh to both Jew and Gentile
in Christ’s blood. Secondly, it became clear that the
focus point of the unity of the two Covenants is none
else but the Son of God in our flesh, as He suffers and
dies, is buried and rises again from the dead on the
third day. Thirdly, it also is very evident that their
is a progressiveness of the New Testament over the
Old Testament. The New Testament Scriptures re-
veal to us the Mysteries of salvation as “God did not
make these known to the former generations of the
sons of men”.

These same threefold elements also lie at the very
surface of the Scripture passages of which we intend
to make a comparative study in this essay. We refer
to the passages written above this article, namely, Ex.
34:34 and II Cor. 3:16.

The exact wording of these respective passages
is as follows: In Ex. 34:34 we read: “Bu when Moses
went in before the Lord to speak with Him, he took off
the vail. . . .” The passage in II Cor. 3:16, where
Paul evidently quotes and certainly alludes to this pas-
sage, we read: “Nevertheless when it shall turn to the
Lord, the vail shall be (is) taken away”.

When we compare these two passages, at the very
surface it becomes evident, that Paul, evidently, in this
quotation in II Cor. 3:16 constructs the text from
Ex. 34:34 to fit with his purpose of bringing home a
most important point to the Corinthian believers.

It is to the following points of similarity and yet
points of difference that we would call your attention.

1. In Exodus 34:34 as well as the entire context of
that passage the term, the name “LORD” refers to the
Triune God, the God of Abraham, Isaac and of Jacob,
who keepeth covenant truth forever. Yet, the careful
reader will immediately notice, that in II Cor. 3:16 this
name “Lord” refers to the Lord Jesus Christ in {His

state of exaltation, having received the promise of the
Spirit at God’s right hand. In the one case Lord is
Jehovah, in the other Lord is the Christ.

2. In Exodus 34:34 is spoken of Moses going into
the tabernacle to speak face to face with the Lord,
while in II Cor. 3:16 this turning unto the Lord is
tantamount to: repentance, to actual conversion rooted
in sorrow for sin. While in the former passage Moses
is presented as going into the Tent, here it is a turning
unto God from dead works to the service of the living
God.

3. In II Cor. 3:16 the subject is Israel who was
formerly unbelieving, whose mind and heart were
blinded morally and spiritually, in that Old Testament
passage Moses is the subject. Not Israel turns to the
Lord in Exodus 34:34 but Moses. Here in II Cor. 3:16
it is Israel that turns to the Lord.

4. In close connection with the foregoing, finally,
in the Old Testament reference we read of a literal vail
and that, too, on Moses’ face; here in Paul’s writing
there is not a vail on Moses’ face, but the vail is most
emphatically on the heart of Israel in their reading the
Scriptures, their inability to see the glory of the risen
Christ.

Four points of seeming difference in the text. ‘And
we may add, points of difference, which are not merely
interesting for the sake of a theological study, but
differences having a great practical value. For the
marvel of it is, that the more one thinks into these
seeming differences the more one is convinced that
Paul correctly grasped the sense of the Old Testament
passage. Paul’s passage is the key, which is indis-

. pensable to the correct understanding of the Old Testa-

ment reference here in question.

That the latter is, indeed, true, we trust will be
evident from the following considerations, which we
here admit. Our first observation is that the name
LORD i.e.,, Jehovah in the Old Testament, is very
really, if correctly understood, the Lord, Jesus Christ
in the New Testament. In both we come face to face
with God as the God of our salvation.

Let us never forget that, in the Old Testament,
God is our Savior. He has given His sure and immut-
able Promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. It was as
God Almighty that He appears to Abraham. And, in
the birth of Isaac, Abraham has the clearest demon-
stration of this Word of Promise. Now God appears
to Moses as Jehovah, as the “I shall be who I shall be”.
And, centrally, God is this in the Son of His good
pleasure whom He will send into the world. In Him
God will make His abode among, will tabernacle
amongst His people.

Such is the ever-recurring theme in the Bible. All
the prophets testify of the Christ and of the foregive-
ness, the redemption in Him. Firstly, we would call
attention to the Word of God to Moses as recorded












