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appealed to the Confessions to prove that he was in 
error. Once more it became necessary for those who 
loved the Reformed faith in 1924 to express their con­
viction as to what is the plain teaching of the Three 
Forms of Unity over against the error of the Three 
Points adopted by the Synod of Kalamazoo, 1924.

As churches we are in the same situation today. 
We must clearly express what according to the con­
viction of the Protestant Reformed Churches is the 
plain teaching of the Confessions, not only over against 
the Three Points adopted by the Christian Reformed 
Churches in 1924 but also in distinction from the 
Liberated view of the covenant and of the promise 
of God, which is principally the same as the Heynsian 
conception.

Now let us note,— and this is my main and prin­
ciple ground on which I base the contention that the 
Declaration of Principles should be adopted,— that the 
declaration is based from beginning to end on our 
Three Forms of Unity, as well as on our Baptism Form.

Some have alleged, without any proof for their 
contention, that the Declaration of Principles is noth­
ing but a private theological opinion, or that it is at 
least extra-confessional. But this certainly is not true. 
In fact, nothing could be farther from the truth. Let 
us not overlook the fact that the entire Declaration 
consists almost entirely of literal quotations from the 
Confessions. Only occasionally Synod expresses very 
briefly in its own words what the Confessions teach. 
Hence, the Declaration is essentially nothing else than 
the Three Forms of Unity and the Baptism Form as 
they have always been understood by the Protestant 
Reformed Churches. Even the terms fountain and 
cause of our salvation, which are used in II, A, to 
which Dr. Schilder objects, are nevertheless quite con­
fessional. For in Canons I, A, 6 we read that the gift 
of faith proceeds from God's eternal decree, which cer­
tainly presents the decree as the fountainhead of faith. 
And in Canons I, A, 10 we read: “ The good pleasure 
of God is the sole cause of this gracious election." But 
whatever minor criticisms may be offered, it is safe to 
say that the Declaration of Principles is the language 
of the Confessions; it offers nothing new.

2. The Declaration of Principles was adopted as 
a proposal to all our churches in the regular ecclesi­
astical way. No one can refute this on any sound 
church political basis. As I have repeatedy stated, it 
was adopted at the request of the Mission Committee. 
That committee is a synodical committee and cannot 
send its proposals or requests in the way of consistory 
and classis to synod, but must report to Synod directly. 
It is concerned with the mission work of our churches. 
And that work certainly pertains to all the churches in 
common. It was therefore no violation of Art. 30 of 
the Church Order when Synod received and acted on 
the request of the Mission Committee. Besides, let us

never forget that the Synod of 1950 did not definitely 
adopt the Declaration of Principles, but to avoid all 
semblance of hierarchy decided simply to propose it 
to all our churches, in order that in the way of con­
sistories and classes it might be adopted at our next 
Synod. How anyone can content on good grounds that 
the Synod violated any rule of the Church Order is 
certainly a mystery to me.

3. The Declaration of Principles will certainly serve 
as a sound and clear basis for the organization of 
prospective Protestant Reformed Churches. And that 
there is dire need for such a definite basis for organiz­
ation is already clearly proved by the history of our 
congregation in Hamilton, Ontario. There the con­
sistory refused to stand by its own decision, which 
was corroborated by Classis East, namely, to ask of 
all prospective members that they submit to the in­
struction of our Protestant Reformed Churches and 
that they refrain from agitating against our doctrine. 
In my presence the members of the consistory definite­
ly stated that at the time they were organized they did 
not promise anything and did not bind themselves to 
adhere to Protestant Reformed doctrine whatsoever. 
There was nothing binding in our churches according 
to them, except, of course, the Three Forms of Unity, 
which they interpret in their own fashion. Certainly 
a definite basis for organization of prospective Pro­
testant Reformed Churches is a dire need. It was 
such a basis which the Mission Committee needed and 
requested and which was supplied by the proposed 
Declaration of Principles. And this Declaration will 
certainly admirably serve the purpose. Also for this 
reason I propose that the Declaration be adopted at 
our next Synod.

4. The Declaration of Principles will serve as a 
clear proclamation to all that are without of the faith­
ful adherence of the Protestant Reformed Churches 
to the Reformed faith as expressed in the Three Forms 
of Unity, over against all that deviate from these Con- 
fissions. This is true particularly in the first place 
over against the errors of the Three Points, which 
teach that there is a grace of God to all men, includ­
ing the reprobate, in the common gifts to men; which 
teach, besides, that the promise of the gospel is a well- 
meant offer of salvation on the part of God to all that 
hear the gospel; and which teach, finally, that through 
an influence of common grace the natural man can do 
good in this world. And secondly, this is true over 
against the Heynsian view of the promise and the 
covenant, which according to the conviction of the 
Protestant Reformed Churches is certainly Arminian. 
It is especially over against these errors that the De­
claration of Principles clearly sets forth what is ac­
cording to the Protestant Reformed Churches the clear 
teaching of the Confessions.

5. It will safeguard our Protestant Reformed Chur-
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the oculist says, “ I’m afraid we'll have to make your 
next pair bifocals." And yet, through these bifocals 
you'll still see the same thing but they serve only to 
magnify the objects which appear before them. I do 
not believe that we as a denomination are that senile. 
And I do not like to see the spectacles of our confes­
sions reground in certain spots. They will certainly 
be strange looking spectacles if we, each time a new 
situation arises cut other menisci into them.

Privately I have asked what we would do were we 
called upon to labor among our pre-millenialists or 
baptists. Would each new situation require a new 
declaration?

And I cannot help but be reminded of the advice 
which James gives in Acts 15:19. Those Gentiles too 
may have had many doctrinal imperfections but they 
would lay no greater burden upon them than that they 
abstain from pollutions of idols and fornication and 
things strangled, and blood. In other words, the mini­
mum requirements.

And now, in closing, there remains one more thought 
wherein the Reverend and I agree so well. He calls 
attention to the fact that essentially every sermon is 
a declaration. And he is so correct. Normally then 
we hear one hundred and four declarations per year. 
And each one is a facet on the stone of the Truth of 
God's Word. And as each ray penetrates the inmost 
recesses of our hearts it reflects the virtues of Him 
who speaks to us through that Word. And so power­
ful is that preaching that although there be three ear­
marks of the true church, yet is the preaching of the 
Word the chief and indispensable one.

Rut, let us become concrete. Surely the Reverend 
and I both know that outside of the younger genera­
tion many who are today Protestant Reformed owe this 
inheritance to a diligent attention to the preaching of 
the Word and instruction from our faithful pastors. 
And if those means which God has given us fail (as we 
count failure) surely man-given declarations will not 
and cannot succeed (as we count success).

* I repeat, don't go through the Canadian Customs 
office with a hoe over your shoulder nor much less 
a bull-dozer. It will be much more fitting to the dig­
nity of the cloth if you cross the border with a Bible 
under one arm and the three forms of unity under the 
other. And if with tools such as these we cannot or 
will not work or if we suppose that with a hoe and 
bifocals we more properly identify ourselves we may 
as well admit that we are afraid of losing our identity 
whereas it could not be better .preserved than it is now 
by the lively proclamation of the Word.

Respectfully,
Geo, Ten Elshof.

.�� �#�����J5� ,�2��� "�5�������

Rev. Petter does not write the truth about the “ De­
claration". He does not write the truth about us, who 
urge the adoption of the “ Declaration". He does not 
write the truth about our last Synod by whom the 
“ Declaration" was drafted and tentatively adopted. 
He does not write the truth about Rev. Hoeksema. 
He brings us one and all under a thick cloud. I have 
need of making this plain.

1. First to be considered is this excerpt from Rev. 
Fetter's writings: “As to the origination (of the “ De­
claration") there already has been some brow-raising 
and it is no wonder that Rev. Blankespoor came with 
questions in the Standard Bearer as to the motive of 
the origination of the document. It certainly is the 
concern of our people how things that they are re­
sponsible for originate,," writes Rev. Petter, meaning 
to say that he is going to tell them. ( “ Concordia" for 
Dec. 7).

"����1 . I don't like these statements. They are 
bad statements for several reasons, the chief of which 
is that, taken together, they leave the impression that 
in Rev. Petter our people have a conductor of a kind 
of “News Behind the News" column, the revealer of 
hidden and questionable synodical transactions that 
our people may not know and would never get to know­
ing, were it not for Rev. Fetter's skill at getting to the 
bottom of things (definitely to the bottom of the origin­
ation of the “Declaration") and for his courage to 
publish his findings.

This impression is deepened by Rev. Fetter's telling 
his readers that the statement of Rev. Hoeksema to the 
effect that synod heeded the request of the Mission 
Committee and adopted the “ Declaration",—this state­
ment of Rev. Hoeksema, according to Rev. Petter, “ is 
a slip-shod expression that completely reverses the 
facts". According to Rev. Petter, “ it is not true In 
any sense that the synod heeded the request of the 
Mission Committee". ( “ Concordia for Dec. 21).

Mark you, Rev. Hoeksema, according to Rev. Petter, 
reversed the facts, which is equivalent to saying that 
at least apparently ��  does not want our people to 
know how things that they are responsible for origin­
ate.

But let me continue with my article. The truth 
will out.

2. As we just saw, Rev. Petter maintains that the 
origination of the “ Declaration" causes brow-raising; 
that, in other words, it is the product of a series of 
unethical synodical acts. Is this true? The “Acts" 
of Synod, 1950, reveals that it is not true. It reveals, 
does the “Acts" that the “Declaration" is the product 
of a series of synodical acts strictly orderly, legal, and
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