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and deepens them to the utmost and fullest signifi­
cance.

Father, info Thy hands I commend My spirit! 
I hear in these words an exuberant gladness; it sounds 
to me like a shout of victory. 'That is especially so 
when we connect this last crossword with the one He 
uttered just before: It is finished!

We realize full well that His physical death is 
part and parcel of His humiliation; and that His 
body must rest in the grave so that He might show 
to the church of all ages that He has overcome death 
in all its agonizing phases, to show that He opens 
the grave for all those that follow Him. But let us 
also see that this last cry of Jesus signifies that He 
is going HOME! He is going Home! Home to God, 
His Father in heaven.

From the moment that Jesus bowed His head and 
died, He arrived in the arms of God and at once He 
was in the midst of great rejoicings and jubilant 
singing.

The Blood of the New Testament arrived.
I realize full well that the victory began with His 

resurrection, but I would like to contrast this last 
crossword with the fourth, and then we will realize 
that Jesus came to rest in Father's arms. In His 
arms the spirit of Jesus rejoiced. Moreover, in His 
second crossword He had already prophesied: today 
thou shalf be with Me in Paradise!

And in Paradise it is well with Jesus! What in­
expressible contrast to the cry from out of the depths 
and from out of the impenetrable darkness of a few 
moments before! There He felt forsaken of God; 
here He is in the hand of Father. Hhere He ex­
perienced an agonizing agony; here He experiences 
the delight of heaven.

There is glory already in His dying, a glory that 
shall progress to dizzying heights of the New Jeru­
salem in His final day.

Yes, the Christ of God died.
And both the church and the world shall know it. 

God will take care that this date does not pass un­
noticed. Awful things shall happen. 1

The veil of the temple was rent in twain from the" 
top to the bottom.

Why is that added to the holy record?
Undoubtedly it points to the fact that all this cross 

and dying, all this redemption and glory, is a work 
of the Triune God. He will not give His praises to 
another. For Himself He created all things; well, it 
shall become evident that also recreation is His own 
work alone.

The yeij is rent, 0  yes, but God reached down

into the temple, and His own hands ripped the veil 
in Twaip!

There is Gospel joy in that act.
For ages it was told the church that God dwelled 

in the holy of holies, and that no one might enter 
there that he die not. The high priest might enter 
there once each year, but he did so because of the 
fact that he was an official, a copy, a shadow, a type 
of One who was to come. But God was not at home 
for just anyone. That had to wait for more gladsome 
days.

The holy of holies was shut to all men because of 
their evil, filth, corruption and guilt.

And this is the Gospel: a Man was found who 
would open the door that led to the holy of holies, 
the Home of God. And that Man is Jesus. He will 
rend the veil, and that veil is His own flesh.

Do you notice how God's timing is absolute and 
perfect?

At the moment Jesus died, the veil is rent, the 
body and the soul of Jesus are parted in death, and 
so the opening is made that leads to the inner sanc­
tuary.

I think that Sanhedrin appointed an able com­
mittee to see to this strange phenomenon; and that 
this committee did good work: the veil was repaired 
or a new one bought and installed. I shudder at the 
implications of such an act. It says: I refuse to enter 
the sanctuary. And if we note that the sanctuary, 
or rather, the opening into the sanctuary, is the sym­
bolic representation of the open arms of God, the 
matter becomes so horrible that we tremble. San­
hedrin, through its able committee, gave notice to God 
that they refused His Son!

But to the church of Jesus Christ, this act of God 
is Gospel joy.

The door is open!
Heaven itself lies open to our wondering gaze.
Through the death of Jesus a new and living way 

is opened to the heart of God.
Oh no, we will not repair that breach which God 

made. But we will come, we do come to Thee, for 
Thou art our God in this dying Christ!

The blessing of a dying Christ!

The earth did quake and the rocks rent!
If you lived in places where earthquakes happen 

you see more of the import of this testimony than if 
you have never before felt the earth shake beneath 
your feet.

We speak of terra firm,ay the firm and stable 
earth!

Well, if the creature is to be at rest and comfort­
able, the earth should be firm. It belongs to our nature
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to live upon ������������  It is unnatural if the earth 
quakes. It should not be, according to the ordinances 
of creation.

But let us not accuse God when He takes the earth 
in His hands in order to shake it and cause all manner 
of hardship and fatality.

It is not God who is to blame! Perish the thought!
We, it is man himself, who is to blame. We have 

turned the foundations of the earth upside down 
through our sin and iniquity. You can find that in 
the Bible too. Sin is perverseness. And that word 
is akin to the earthquake. Oh, I am certain that when 
the judgment day comes all the calamities that shall 
befall the wicked shall be beautifully right, entirely 
just, wholly righteous. Our condemnation shall equal 
our corruption.

The earth must be moved. God's justice demands 
it. He has done so many times. It really was not 
the first time the earth quaked when Jesus died. In 
the Old Testament they reckoned their years some­
times from “the great earthquake". God has rocked 
the world in His anger many times.

But I must tremble when I remember a word from 
Paul: Once more I shall move the earth, and all
things!

And that is anticipated every time there has been 
an earthquake, and especially when Jesus died. It was 
a prophecy of the final earthquake of the last day. 
The rending of the veil is a blessing, but the rending 
of the earth and of the rocks is a curse, or, rather, 
the promise of the final curse of God when He shall 
take the earth and shake it in the full revelation of 
His righteous anger. I think that there shall be an 
eternal earthquake in hell.

But there is a blessing in it for you, my brother, 
a blessing in disguise.

The splitting earth and the rending rocks tell you 
that on the basis of the dying Christ there shall come 
a palace that is built on the immovable rock, and the 
rock is Christ. And Christ the Rock is the revelation 
of God the Rock. Deut. 32:4.

The rocks that split and the earth that quaked 
when the Christ died tell the church that they shall 
stand secure forever on the rock of God's everlasting 
love.

Oh, the blessings of a dying Christ!

He bowed the head and gave up the ghost!
Presently loving hands will take Him down from 

the cross and lay Him in a grave.
But when His body is separated from His spirit, 

it spelled life for many bodies of the saints that were 
resurrected and who appeared unto many after Christ's 
resurrection.

Another sign of the last day, and wrought for your 
and my comfort in the valley of the dead in which we 
dwell here below.

Oh yes, at the last day the graves of the saints 
shall be opened and they shall not only appear unto 
many, but they shall walk at liberty in the new Para­
dise of God forever and ever.

What beautiful contrast! When Christ is made 
ready to fill the grave, the graves of His saints are 
opened. It is the Gospel in wondrous acts of God. 
His death is our life. His burial is our resurrection. 
His agony is our bless. Shall we not love Him?

The marvel of God's everlasting Gospel!
The blessings of the dying Christ!

<L-x7xsr>̂ J>

The victim of Sanhedrin, Pilate, Herod, and the 
wicked world had died.

Their representative and officiating factotum, the 
centurion, could testify to the fact. God took care of 
that! He had not only seen the death of this Strange 
Man, but he also saw the attending signs.

And he marvelled with great admiration.
A great change had come about.
First the howling mob with their gibes and jokes 

and taunts and sneers, reviling the dying Christ.
And now the quaking earth, the rending rocks, 

after the inexplicable three hours darkness! And the 
mockers flee in great fear!

The strange death of this victim: he cried with a 
�	��  voice, and then such mystifying language: “ into 
Thy hands I commend My spirit!"

It was all so unusual, so strange, so out of the 
ordinary!

God will have His witnesses even out of the Roman 
oppressors.

No, I do not know if the testimony of this man 
spelled salvation for him. He may have meant: this 
dying man is more than an ordinary mortal. We 
know that the superstitious Romans believed in the 
gods dwelling with men.

But, at any rate, this man must be a witness for 
God. Even as Nebuchadnezzar, the wicked king of 
the Old Testament. He must attest unto the great 
deed of almighty God, when His Christ died.

But I like to believe that this centurion is a repre­
sentative of God's elect out of the great heathen world 
that will find all their joy in the dying Christ, but 
then the Christ who rose again, and is now sitting at 
the right hand of God!

0 God! We thank Thee for this dying Christ, for 
His blood speaks good things, better things than the 
blood of Abel!

Good Friday is good, for it tells me that His death 
is my life for evermore!

G. Vos.
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Thg promise might indeed be said to be a con­
ditional offer, if it, that is, the promise, or even the 
preaching of the promise, did not include more than 
the goal of eternal life.

But this is certainly not the case.
The promise of God, and even the preaching of the 

promise, also includes all that is necessary to reach 
that goal. It includes the gift of the Holy Spirit; 
and therefore, it includes the application of all the 
benefits of salvation to the elect. The promise in­
cludes the gift of faith, That this is the meaning is 
plain at once if we read Canons II, A, 5 in the light of 
what follows in the same chapter.

In Art. 7 w§ read: “But as many as truly believe, 
and are delivered and saved from sin and destruction 
through the death of Christ, are indebted for this 
benefit solely to the grace of God, given them in Christ 
from everlasting, and not to any merit of their own,”

And in Art. 8: “For this was the sovereign counsel, 
and most gracious will and purpose of God the Father, 
that the quickening and saving efficacy of the most 
precious death of His Son should extend to all the elect, 
for bestowing upon them alone the gift of justifying 
faith, thereby to bring them infallibly to salvation: 
that is, It was the will of God, that Christ by the blood 
of the cross, whereby he confirmed the new covenant, 
should effectually redeem out of every people, tribe, 
nation, and language, all those, and those only, who 
were from eternity chosen to salvation, and given to 
him by the Father; that he should confer upon them 
faith, which together with all the other saving gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, he purchased for them by his 
death; should purge them from all sin, both original 
and actual, whether committed before or after believ­
ing ; and having faithfully preserved them even to the 
end, should at last bring them free from every spot 
and blemish to the enjoyment of glory in his own 
presence forever.”

Here, too, it is evident that according to the Re­
formed Confessions the promise is all-inclusive. For 
to be sure, the promise of the gospel is a declaration 
of the eternal will of God to save the elect. It is, 
according to this article of the Canons, the declara­
tion of the will of God that He should redeem out of 
every nation, tribe, and tongue all the elect, and them 
alone; that He should confer upon the elect the gift of 
saving faith, and upon them alone; that He should 
confer upon the elect, and upon them alone, all the 
saving gifts of the Holy Spirit which Christ purchased 
for them, that He should purge them from original 
and actual sins, and should lead them infallibly to ever­
lasting glory. Such is the eternal will of God, and 
such is the declaration of the promise in the gospel, 
as we have it in Scripture. It is, therefore, all- 
inclusive.

Hence, Canons II, A, 5, in the light of the context,

cannot possibly mean that the promise of everlasting 
life is a conditional offer. But it teaches:

1. That the preaching of the promise is as to its' 
contents particular: the promise "of eternal life is not 
for all that hear the gospel. Nor is the promise for 
all that are baptized. But it is particular, that is, for 
all that believe in Christ.

2. That God includes in the promise the gift of 
faith which He bestows only on the elect.

3. That therefore the promise is an oath of God 
by Which He leads the elect infallibly to salvation. 
Only the elect believe. The promise is only for them. 
And them God leads infallibly to everlasting life and 
glory.

To this Canons II, A, 5 adds :
1. That this particular promise must be proclaim­

ed generally, or promiscuously, to all that hear the 
gospel. The gospel is proclaimed by men, and there­
fore it cannot be preached to the elect alone. And, 
even if it were possible that men could preach only 
to the elect, this certainly is not the will of God. Ac­
cording to the revelation of Scripture it is evident that 
it is the will of God that not only the elect, but also 
the reprobate, shall hear the preaching of the gospel, 
in order that God may be justified, and sin may be­
come revealed as sin indeed.

2. That it must be proclaimed together with the 
command to repent and believe. The expression “the 
command to repent and believe” is by no means the 
same as saying “the condition of faith and repentance”. 
When we speak of a condition, the implication is that 
God offers the sinner something which he can receive 
providing he first fulfills the condition of faith and 
repentance. But a command is unconditional. Un­
belief is sin. And not to repent means to walk and 
continue to walk in the way of sin. The natural man 
has no right to live in unbelief and sin before God. 
Hence, God commands him to believe and to repent, 
unconditionally. And by the preaching of the gospel, 
together with the command to repent and believe, the 
sin of the natural man is sharply revealed and aggra­
vated, and God is justified when He judgeth. Faith 
however, is a gift of grace. And by that gift of faith 
the believer fulfills his part of the covenant. He does 
believe and repent indeed. He walks in a new obedi­
ence, and by faith cleaves to the One God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, and trusts in Him and loves Him 
with all his heart and mind and soul and strength, 
forsakes the world, crucifies his old nature, and walks 
in a new and holy life.

And finally, this same canon teaches that this gospel 
is preached wherever and to whomever God sends it,* 
and that, too, according to His good pleasure. Even 
the gospel is not preached to all men. Many there are 
that never hear the gospel. This is true of thousands 
upon thousands of heathen, that lived and still live
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outside of the pale of Christendom. And besides, it is 
true of many children that die in infancy and are 
nevertheless saved without hearing the preaching of 
the gospel, because they, as well as the adults, are 
included in the covenant of God.

In the meantime we have already proceeded with 
our discussion of the Declaration of Principles to what 
is found under II, B. There the Declaration states: 
“That Christ died only for the elect, and that the sav­
ing efficacy of the death of Christ extends to them 
only. This is evident from the Canons of Dordrecht, 
II, A, 8.” And then we quote from the confessions 
this same eighth article of Canons II, to which we al­
ready referred above. From this article we briefly 
conclude in the Declaration:

“1. That all the covenant blessings are for the elect 
alone.

“2. That God’s promise is unconditionally for them 
only: for God cannot promise what was not objectively 
merited by Christ.

“8. That the promise of God bestows the objective 
right of salvation not upon all the children that are 
bom under the historical dispensation of the covenant, 
that is, not upon all that are baptized, but only upon 
the spiritual seed.”

ILet us briefly elucidate these three items quoted 
from the Declaration.

As to the first of these three items, the truth cf 
this ought to be evident to all that can read and are 
willing to subscribe to the Reformed Confessions. That 
all the covenant blessings are for the elect alone is 
literally stated in so many words in the article of the 
Canons to which we referred above. For the article 
states that it is the most gracious will and purpose ox 
God the Father “that the quickening and saving efficacy 
of the most precious death of his Son should extend to 
all the elect, for bestowing upon them alone the gift of 
justifying faith, thereby to bring them infallibly to 
salvation.” And again, the article states that “it was 
the will of God, that Christ by the blood of the cross, 
whereby he confirmed the new covenant, should; ef­
fectually redeem out of every people, tribe, nation, 
and language, all those, and those only, who were from 
eternity chosen to salvation, and given to him by the 
Father; that he should confer upon them faith, which 
together with all the other saving gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, he purchased for them by his death; should 
purge them from all sin, both original and actual, 
whether committed before or after believing, and hav­
ing faithfully preserved them even to the end, should 
at last bring them free from every spot and blemish 
to the enjoyment of glory in his presence forever.” 
This point, therefore, needs no further explanation.

As to “2”, this reflects upon the Heynsian view of 
the promise. According to Heyns, and also according 
to the Liberated, God’s promise js ap objective bequest

to all the children that are baptized. It is compared 
to a testament in which a father has bequeathed a 
certain sum of money which is deposited in the bank, 
and which every one of his children, head for head, 
may draw from the bank upon his decease. ;So God 
has written the names of all the children, head for 
head, that are baptized and that are bom in the his­
torical line of the covenant in His testament, sealed 
by the death of Christ. They, in other words, all have 
a check in their pocket, which they may cash in the 
bank of heaven. This promise God seals, that is, 
swears by an oath, unto all the baptized children in 
the sacrament of baptism. Such is the meaning of 
the objective promise to all the children that are born 
in the line of the historical dispensation of the cove­
nant.

So far the Liberated agree with Heyns. That this 
is true is evident from the quotations we made in our 
last number of the Standard Bearer, the quotations 
from Dr. Bremmer in the Reformatie and from Prof. 
Veenhof in his Appel.

According to both Heyns and the Liberated, how­
ever, there is a condition attached to this promise. 
This condition is faith and obedience, or repentance'.

They differ, as we have pointed out repeatedly,—  
at least Dr. Schilder differs,— in regard to the question 
of preparatory grace. According to Heyns, all bap­
tized children have sufficient grace either to accept ox 
reject the promise, to bring forth good fruits of re­
pentance or stinking fruits of unbelief. It is this 
preparatory grace that distinguishes the baptized child­
ren from the children of the world, according to Heyns. 
The Liberated, as far as we know, do not subscribe 
to this particular theory of Heyns.

However, they stand before the question, which has 
never been answered, whether or not faith is included 
in the promise of God. That it is, is very evident from 
the doctrinal part of the Baptism Form, where we 
read: “In like manner, when we are baptized in the 
name of the Holy Ghost, the Holy Ghost assures us, 
by this holy sacrament, that he will dwell in us, and 
sanctify us to be members of Christ, applying unto us 
that which we have in Christ, namely, the washing 
away of our sins, and the daily renewing of our lives, 
till we shall finally be presented without spot or 
wrinkle among the assembly of the elect in life eter­
nal.” The application of all that we have in Christ 
certainly includes the gift of faith. It therefore is 
undoubtedly part of the promise of God to us. But if 
this is true, how is it possible that faith can be a con­
dition unto the promise? Is the condition of faith a 
prerequisite unto the gift of faith? Evidently this is 
absurd. But if faith is not included in the promise, 
the question is: where does it come from ? For there 
is no gift of God which is not promised us. Yet, the 
Liberated insist that faith is a gift of God, and that
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The reader will remember that Dr. Sehilder critic­
ized ��	� ����	�	��� ��� ��	� �	���������� ��� 9�����"�	�  
����� election is the sole fountain and cause of our sal­
vation. $	� �	��� �	�����	��� ����	�� ����� �	� ���� ���� be­
��	�	� that these terms were correct. Cf. the last 
Standard Bearer.
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�	����� ������ ���	������ ��� ��	� ����	������

1���!	���	� '� ���� ��� ���	� ���	�� �	��	����� De Refor- 
matie ����	�� ���� ���	������ ��� ��	� ���	� �����(	�

>��)� ����� ��	�� �	� ��2� ��	�� �	� ������ ����� �	  
���	� �� �����(	)� ���� ����)� ��	�� �	� ����	� ��� �	� did 
�!��	)� �	� ������������(���� ����������	��	���� “ fountain" 
���� D����	H� �	�	� ����	�������� �	���2� 0�� ��	� con­
�����)� �	� ���	�"��� ��� 	#"����� ��	� �	���� ��� ����� �� way 
����)� ����	� �	)� �""��	����)� ������ ��	�� ���� !	��	�	� that 
��	�� ��	� ����	��)� �	)� �	�	���	�	��)� ��� ��� �������� with 
��	� ����	���� ��� ��	� ����	������

'� ����� 3���	� ���� ��������	� ����� ��	� 	��	������ "����  
��� ����� �	� ����	�� ��� ����� ����	�����4

“ One might ask: but is not that objection imagin­
ary?? Do not the Canons also say, I, 9, that election 
��� ��	� �0J>�*'>� ��� ���� ������� ����2� �� �� �

“To be sure, it stands there, and for that reason 
I stated immediately that no one that uses this term 
shall be troubled by us . ; V (By the way, this state-

�� ■ ��� ■ ���■ ■ ' ■ � � � '
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ment is very clearly riot true. Dri* Schilder certainly 
did riot write that it wris for that reason, he., for the 
reason that the term “ fountain” is a corifessionril term, 
that he would not trouble anyone that used it. Fact is, 
he did not think about the confession, and, therefore, 
unwittingly criticized it. How could he possibly trouble 
anyone for using a purely confessional term? H.H.).

“But when one wants to bind and sharpen, arid 
wants to fasten people by a sharper expression to a 
new binding* then we say; pardon, it says ‘fountain' 
(precisely what the Declaration says, H.H.). And 
fountain or source (foils) signifies, if you want to 
make a sharp distinction, very often, consciously, some­
thing quite different from ‘cause' . . . (True enough, 
but “ cause” , of which colleague Schilder stated that 
it can refer only to time, also occurs in the confession 
with reference to God's eternal good pleasure* And 
who, please, is trying to bind people to any sharper 
dogmatical expression? We certainly do not, but sim­
ply use the terms of the confession. Hence, all this 
argumentation is nul and void).

“ That means, therefore, that I have nothing against 
the word ‘fountain', and nothing against the word 
‘cause' (He did though, in his first writing about this 
matter: he did not believe that the terms were correct, 
and blamed us for our slouchy terminology, H.H), 
although this does not occur in this passage of the 
confession of Dordt (but it, nevertheless, does occur, 
H.H.), as long as you allow me to say, what I, speak­
ing more precisely, want to understand by it; and front 
this it will have to appear whether I agree with the 
CONTENTS of the Confession ”  (I underscore, H .H.).

“But one must not fasten me, in a more defined ex­
pression with sharper binding to the word, the term 
‘cause'. (The Declaration is not guilty of this, H.H.) ; 
for then it is possible that he that uses it, takes it tip 
erroneously, and that then it is in conflict with the 
contents of the confession; and that he that repudiates 
it exactly therewith protects the contents of the con­
fession over against errors of a later date ”  (I under­
score, H.H.).

I maintain that in the underscored sentences there 
lurks a great danger. They really imply that terms 
have no objective meaning, that, when our confession 
says one thing it may mean something entirely differ­
ent, when our confession speaks of fountain and cause 
it may mean ground, when one faithfully uses the 
terms of the confession he may militate against its 
contents, and when one argues against the terms of 
the confession he may defend its contents. In other 
words, the terms of the confession have no objective 
significance, their meaning is so ambiguous, obscure, 
and uncertain, that anyone can read his own meaning 
into it.

When Schilder reads in the confession the terms 
cause and fountain, he says that, speaking more pre­

cisely, they mean ground, and he criticizes the simple­
tons that want to bind the people to the words of the 
confessions.

But does he not understand that, on this basis, we 
cannot have confessions?

If we may juggle terms in this fashion, words mean 
nothing anymore.

I think that Dr. Schilder stands on dangerous 
ground here.

* * * *

But let me, in conclusion, remind the reader once 
more of the history of this little but important skir­
mish.

1. We, on our part, did not, in the Declaration of 
Principles, insist upon any sharper accentuation or 
binding to any dogma, but simply used the terms of 
the confession.

2. Dr. Schilder declared those confessional terms 
incorrect, and wanted to put the term ground instead. 
That, according to him, is a more precise and sharper 
term than came and fountain.

3. Exactly because of those confessional terms in 
the Declaration, he accuses us of wrongfully binding 
the people.

4. Instead of admitting that he erred, and that he 
never thought of the confessions, he makes things 
worse by depriving the terms of the confession of all 
objective meaning.

A dangerous business.
H. H.

«=>o « rxi o<r>o

Answer To Brother Flikkema
It is, evidently, not clear to brother Flikkema what 

is meant by III, A, of the Declaration of Principles: 
“We repudiate the teaching that the promise is con­
ditional and for all that are baptized.”

He asks the question whether this also implies our 
participation in these promises, i.e., the application of 
all the benefits of salvation. His question is, evident­
ly, whether the unconditional promise also includes 
all the blessings of salvation in the subjective sense 
of the word.

Now, I have written rather extensively on this 
question in recent numbers of the Standard Bearer, 
before brother Flikkema wrote his contribution. I 
may, therefore, refer him to those articles in the hope 
that they shed light on his question. If not, he better 
write again.

Yet, in spite of the fact that I must needs repeat 
myself, I will briefly answer him once more.
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See, brother, that is the Reformed, and surely the 
Protestant Reformed truth concerning responsibility.

And by all this talk about responsibility as if it 
were dependent on conditions, we are in danger of 
losing our Protestant Reformed heritage.

That is one reason why we surely must adopt the 
Declaration of Principles.

H. H.

(XZ>0 K > 0  (K O 0
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The Brethren of the Common Life, by Dr. Albert 
Hyma. Published by the Wm. B. Eerdmans Publ. 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.50.

This is a very interesting and worthwhile book, 
written by a scholar, yet accessible to every reader who 
is interested in church history. It describes a phase 
and period of church history of which we heard even 
in the Christian School in the old country. “ The 
Brethren of the Common Life” , living in the latter 
part of the fourteenth and the first part of the f if­
teenth century belong to the forerunners of the Re­
formation. In a very interesting way Dr. Hyma pic­
tures such men as Gerard Groote, Florentius Rade- 
wijns, Gerard Zerbolt, and John Cele. Especially Zer- 
bolt, the best scholar of the movement, is esteemed 
very highly by the author.

The entire last part of the book is designed to prove 
that, while Thomas a Kempis is the compiler of the 
famous Imitatio Christi, yet not he, but Zerbolt is its 
real author. Of the truth of this we are not able to 
judge, though it must be admitted that the author of­
fers some strong arguments in favor of his contention. 
Yet we cannot escape the impression that Dr. Hyma 
was somewhat prejudiced against Thomas a Kempis 
in favor of Zerbolt. H. H.

Eternal life God's Word proclaims 
to lost and dying men;
By it alone we know the Lord, 
unseen by mortal ken.
Then spread the Word, God's gracious Word, 
and love it more and more;
0 may it be our strength and sword, 
till earthly strife is o'er.

— Selected.

��	� ���� 0�� $�������

Deceitful Dealings.— cont.

Thirdly, speaking of “ deceitful dealings,” I refer 
to my suspension the evening of January 12, 1951, 
and the consistory's reasoning last summer when they 
refused to enforce their binding decision of last June
5. I was denied the pulpit January 12 of this year. 
The ground of the suspension was that I refused to 
submit to the basis as willed by the consistory. At 
this meeting of the consistory elder Van Huizen said 
that I had offended the congregation of late in my 
preaching. When I asked him whether I had offended 
anyone personally he answered in the negative, but 
declared that I had offended members in my preaching 
because of my emphasis upon the truth that the prom­
ise was not general but only for the elect. Now I 
would like to have our readers bear this paragraph in 
mind because I intend to return to it. Last summer, 
as our people know, the consistory refused to enforce 
their binding decision of June 5. They reasoned that 
we must bar none from the congregation, that we 
have the pure preaching, that the preaching must 
drive out those who do not really belong to our church, 
and that we must not prevent anyone from coming 
under that preaching, which would be the case if we 
should bar people from the fellowship of the church 
by maintaining that binding decision of June 5. Elder 
Van Huizen went so far as to declare once that if the 
Liberated churches would ever have the boldness to 
differ from the Protestant Reformed Churches he 
would not hesitate to call the Liberated churches false. 
And deacon L. Klapwijk once remarked that we have 
the pure preaching of the truth, yea, that we were 
purer than the Liberated Churches of the Netherlands, 
and that it was our calling to maintain that pure truth, 
although, at the same time, he would not commit him­
self as far as the maintaining of the binding decision 
of June 5 was concerned. Elder Hart declared at the 
time that we have the pure preaching, and that there 
was no difference between him and me. The other 
deacon, John Ton, although never voting in support of 
the undersigned but always against him, never com­
mitted himself. I now ask our readers: did this con­
sistory ever have the intention to maintain the doc­
trine of our churches ? Were they honest when they 
declared that I must continue to preach the truth pure­
ly, according to our churches ? Did not the consistory, 
at their meeting of Jan. 12, 1951, when they suspended 
me, declare that they did not agree with my emphasis 
upon the Protestant Reformed truth? I maintain that 
the consistory of Hamilton never intended to safe­
guard the truth of our churches, that they never in­
tended to be a Protestant Reformed Church, and that
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they never intended to bar anyone from the fellowship 
of this church. When the church visitors met with our 
consistory the evening of Sept. 11 (the Revs. Hanko 
and Blankespoor) L. Klapwijk asserted that it lies in 
the very nature of the case that people who join a 
church may not agitate against the doctrine of tl;i 
church. Nevertheless, when a certain G. Hutten asked 
to be admitted into the fellowship of our congregation 
and boldly wrote the consistory that he did not agree 
with the Protestant Reformed truth and intended to 
agitate against that truth, brother Klapwijk said noth­
ing but voted to admit the brother into our fellowship. 
I call these dealings deceitful and hypocritical. And 
our readers must bear in mind that no one ever visited 
the undersigned to discuss with him our truth or any­
thing which was said in a sermon. When I, at the 
consistory meeting of Jan. 12 of this year, when elder 
Van Huizen said that he objected to certain emphasis 
which I laid upon our truth in the preaching, asked 
him why he had never visited me he answered me that 
it would be no use to visit me because they could not 
do anything with me anyway. And this same brother 
repeatedly declared last summer when I visited immi­
grants with him (this he would say to these immi­
grants) : “Once I was just as Liberated as you; but 
now I have learned to be silent, because I cannot 
reason against Rev. Veldman; you just listen to him.” 
Strange dealings, are they not? This impossible con­
dition in the congregation began last July and the first 
week of August.

Sunday, January 14, 1951.

The foregoing paragraph will throw light upon that 
which I am now about to write in connection with the 
Sunday of Jan. 14 last. The undersigned attended 
both services. Elder Reitsma read in the morning 
service.and announced to the congregation the suspen­
sion of the pastor. Elder Van Huizen read in the 
afternoon. In the afternoon service Van Huizen men­
tioned in his prayer that children of the Lord had been 
barred from the table of the Lord, or rather he accused 
our churches of barring children of God from the table 
of Communion. This I could understand if the matter 
had never been discussed. Surely the church visitors 
remember how they argued with the consistory exactly 
on this point, that it was not an issue of barring people 
from the table. Surely, the classical committee must 
remember how they argued with the consistory on this 
point, and attempted to make clear to them that it was 
not a matter of barring children of God from the 
Lord’s Supper. And how often did not the undersign­
ed deny this accusation of the consistory! This never 
was the issue. And, let me say that the consistory 
understood this very well. They simply insisted on 
maintaining their accusation because they did not 
wish to bar “true members of the true church” from

our fellowship. They simply gave no heed to whatever 
we said. It was simply the question whether we might 
accept members into our church who were and in­
tended to remain Liberated. This was the sole issue. 
This was made plain over and over again. Neverthe­
less, in spite of the fact that the barring of children 
of God from the table was not the issue, and in spite 
of the fact that elder Van Huizen was fully acquainted 
with this, he persisted, in his congregational prayer 
the Sunday afternoon of last Jan,. 14, to say before 
God and the church that it was a matter of barring 
people of the Lord from the communion table. This 
was simply a public untruth. I told the brother this 
after the afternoon service, and added that it was im­
possible for me to pray that prayer, and that I might 
expect of him that, if he wanted to mention the issue 
in his prayer, he should at least state the issue fairly 
and honestly. And, in the same meeting with the con­
sistory that Sunday afternoon of last Jan. 14 (this was 
said at a meeting of the consistory members) I, in the 
light of the fact that the consistory had now begun to 
criticize me because of my emphasis upon the Pro­
testant Reformed truth, had been deceitful when they 
had maintained last summer that I should preach the 
Protestant Reformed truth and that the preaching 
would take care of those who really did not belong 
to us. I confess that I was angry at Van Huizen that 
Sunday afternoon of last Jan. 14. But I was provoked 
at the things he had said in his congregational prayer, 
and also at their deceitfulness for first declaring that 
I should preach the Protestant Reformed truth and 
then criticizing me, at the time of my suspension, be­
cause of my emphasis upon the particular character 
of the promise. Never before had I had anything per­
sonal with any consistory member except Hart, until 
this Sunday of last Jan. 14. I repeat: the congregation 
of Hamilton never intended to become Protestant Re­
formed. In all my dealings with these immigrants 
here, I never heard one favorable comment on Rev. 
Hoeksema’s meditations in the Dutch language; in 
fact, the only time that the immigrants evinced any 
interest in the Standard Bearer was when the Declara­
tion was about to make its appearance. This is simply 
a fact.

The Week of January 14.-20, 1951.

Monday, January 15, I wrote a letter to the con­
sistory requesting the privilege of addressing the con­
gregation after the afternoon service on Jan. 21 for 
the purpose of enlightening the congregation in con­
nection with my suspension. I was told then that 
arrangements would be made to call a meeting of the 
consistory. However, no word reached either Reitsma 
or the undersigned. Wednesday noon we received 
word (I called John Ton, he did not call me) that the 
consistory meeting had been held the Tuesday even-
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5. That the management of mission work by synod 
includes also providing the Mission Committee and the 
Missionaries with a Formula, for:

a. The Mission Committee is a committee of synod 
and accordingly is mandated not by the consistory of 
the calling church nor by classis but by synod alone. 
(Art. 4, Constitution of the Mission Committee, p. 47, 
Church Order).

b. Though sent and called by the local congrega­
tion, the missionaries as preachers of the gospel repre­
sent all the churches. Therefore also any Formula 
for the organization of churches placed in their hands 
sets forth not what the calling church alone but what 
all the churches believe to be the truth of our Confes­
sions (the Three Forms of Unity). From this it neces­
sarily follows that such a Form may not be finished in 
the minor assemblies; it must be finished and adopted 
in synod for approbation by all the churches.

Is this true or is it not true? Let Rev. Petter say.

6. That synod therefore did not override the first 
part of Art. 30 of the Church Order in providing the 
Mission Committee with a Formula, and this because, 
for reasons just stated, the matter of constructing, 
adopting, and approbating a Form belongs to the 
churches of synod in common.

Is this true or is it not true? Let Rev. Petter say.

7. That therefore the Mission Committee did not 
override the first part of Art. 30 by directing its re­
quest for a Form to synod.

Is this true or is it not true? Let Rev. Petter say.

8. That the Mission Committee did not override 
the first part of Art. 30 in by-passing the consistory 
and classis by coming directly to synod, for

a. According to Art. 1 of the Constitution of the 
Mission Committee this committee is appointed not by 
the consistory of the calling church nor by classis but 
by synod alone; according to this same article it is 
therefore responsible not to the consistory of the call­
ing church nor to classis but to synod alone, (p. 46, 
of the Church Order).

b. According to Art. U of this same constitution, 
the duty of this committee is to carry out all the man­
dates of synod that pertain to mission activity as con­
ducted by the churches (p. 47, Church Order).

c. According to this same constitution, this com­
mittee submits not to consistory or classis but to synod 
a written report of its work and findings, together 
with the recommendations it may have to make to 
synod regarding mission work. (p. 47, Church Order).

Is this true or is it not true? Let Rev. Petter say.

In a word, Rev. Petter must not imagine that he 
can dispose of my argument with a few strokes of his 
pen. He must face this argument. He must not ig­

nore it ; and as sliding over the issue simply repeat his
own reasonings. That certainly is not meeting my 
challenge.

Rev. Petter glides over the issue. I am making this 
plain right now. He writes: “ I believe my charges 
against the origination of the Declaration were plain 
enough for all to see that it was out of order and hier­
archical. These points are as follows: The request of 
the Mission Committee came to synod contrary to 
C(hurch O(rder) (Art.) 30, for ‘only such matters 
shall be dealt with (by synod— 0) as could not be fin­
ished in the minor assemblies/ The other matters per­
taining to the ‘churches in common’ of which the 
Church Order, Art. 30, speaks, could not be handled 
in the minor assembly/'

Remark. So speaks Art. 30 of the Church Order. 
I have no comment. Rut must now pay strict at­
tention to what Rev. Petter next writes. It is this:

“ But this mission question (the question of the 
Form— O) could be finished in a minor assembly, and 
that is where it belonged/' To which I reply: “Yes, 
that is correct, it could be finished in a minor assembly, 
providing it belonged solely to the local consistory of 
the calling church or to the churches of classis in com­
mon. But that precisely is the issue. Rev. Petter con­
veniently evades it.

Is it true or not true that Rev. Petter evades the 
issue? Let Rev. Petter give answer.

In support of his contention that supplying the 
missionaries with a Form is a matter that could be 
handled and finished in the minor assemblies (con­
sistory and classis), Rev. Petter appeals also to Art. 38 
of the Church Order. He calls our attention to the 
fact that this article speaks of the Classis as the ad­
visor regarding organization of churches. True it does. 
But the question is : the advisor of whom? Synod's 
Mission Committee and Synod ? Of course not. How 
could classis advise synod and its committees. Accord­
ing to the Church Order classis appeals to synod but 
does not advise it. The only bodies that classis is 
authorized to . advise is its own committees and the 
churches of the classis. Accordingly, the first by-rule 
affixed by our (Protestant Reformed) Churches to 
this article reads, “ The customary usage for the organ­
ization of new congregations is as follows: a letter of 
request is directed to the classis or—mark you,— or— 
the Mission Committee, expressing the desire to organ­
ize a congregation in a certain locality."

Let us take notice. If the request comes to synod's 
Mission Committee, this committee goes about the 
business of organization as unadvised by classis. This 
is plain from by-rule 2) — a rule that reads, “ The 
classis or—mark you, or—the Mission Committee shall 
thereupon deliberate whether such organization is pos­
sible. . . ." Mark you well, the rule is not to the 
effect that synod's Mission Committee and the classis
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is the mind of natural man; it is the reprobate mind 
that will not keep God in knowledge. Such is our stark 
blindness by nature. Let us beware!

Wherefore awake, thou that steepest, from such 
reprobate pursuits. Awake from all hatred and works 
of the flesh to the pursuits of works proceeding from 
love for God and for our neighbor. Only such works 
are lovely and beautiful in the sight of God before 
Whom all things are naked and open. All other works 
reek with the vile and filthy stench of sin. And this 
is abominable in the holy nostrils of God. Wherefore 
let us put off all sordid filthiness and superfluity of 
naughtiness in heartfelt and godly sorrow. Then only 
will we be able to walk in good works and be able to 
receive, with all of the saints, the .implanted word that 
is able to save our souls from death. For only thus 
shall we be in the spiritual state of mind to receive the 
pure milk of the word and the admonitions of the 
gospel to grow through the same. Then only shall we 
see the commandment of God as something holy, just, 
spiritual and good.

Unto this our text admonishes us. We are to joy 
in one another’s joy and thus dwell together in sweet 
accord. Then we shall walk in the love and truth as 
it is in Jesus; then the truth of the Word of the Cross 
shall lift up our hearts to the higher plane, to the Rock 
that is higher than we are. And our lives shall be 
such, that they are full of good fruits, without hypo- 
cricy and partiality. Our works will then be commend­
able by Him who alone is able to say: Well done thou 
good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of thy 
Lord. And instead of the sordid aftermath of an evil 
and polluted conscience to grieve over, if not worse, 
our works do then follow us, so that the glory of the 
nations is carried into the New Jerusalem.

Always we must give heed unto each other in view 
of sharpening unto love and good works. For such 
will be the life of heaven presently in the ages to come, 
and such must also be our life now in view of entering 
into the kingdom presently. Dear reader, such is the 
avowed purpose of this little essay. It is an attempt 
to give heed unto this word of the writer to the Heb­
rews to give heed unto one another. It would be the 
stupidity of sin and the blindness of iniquity not to 
give heed to this admonition while commenting on it. 
No one can write about the truth and on the truth 
without subjecting himself to it, without understand­
ing that we are indeed each moment to live according 
to it. That is our spontaneous and constantly blessed 
task. And, therefore, we desire to be obedient to this 
exhortation and give heed also by this article unto one 
another unto the sharpening of love and good works.

With a view to such heeding on one another unto 
love and good works it is necessary that we keep in 
touch with each other as saints in Christ. It is neces­
sary that we bow before the one Word of the gospel

and the. precepts of the gospel. The whole church in 
this world, as she is saved by sovereign grace, must 
seek to keep this unity'of the Holy Spirit in the bond 
of peace. We may not just arbitrarily make divisions 
in the church where Christ has said: Father that they 
all be one! We may not live contrary to the interces­
sory prayer of the Great High Priest and Apostle of 
our faith. Only when we can say -.'They are no church, 
may we separate!

It seems that this was a passible fault among the 
believers of the Hebrews. They separated themselves 
from the believers of the Gentiles. That is sinful. 
And it is most dangerous. For it is separation from 
the church of the living God. Also in the controversy 
of the truth we must hold the bond of peace, the unity 
of the Spirit. That is true from the oftentimes con­
tentious men society unto the sometimes not less quar­
relsome Classis and Synod. It may be difficult to 
apply this rule. But the difficulty is in our flesh, in 
our flesh in which no good dwells.

Now this may not be. We must always speak the 
truth in love. And each one must be fully convinced 
and assured in his mind. Let each one work out his 
salvation with fear and trembling. Let him be as 
sensitive spiritually as the sensitive touch of a blind 
Helen Keller when she differentiates the birds that 
are nestled in the branches singing their morning song 
to the glory of their Maker! Dear reader: Do you 
ever fear and tremble before God. Tremble before 
Him in godly fear, and thus in beauty of holiness 
worship the Lord?! Then you will seek the brethren 
and you will not easily be absent where saints are 
want to meet.

Yes, always we must give heed to each other to the 
sharpening of love and good works. And with a view 
to this sharpening of love it is necessary that we keep 
in touch with one another. We need not go to Jeru­
salem to the temple that is earthly. That is a thing of 
the past. Wherever men call upon the name of the 
Lord in Spirit and in truth there God is in their midst. 
But we must be where this gathering is. We must 
desire to be in the midst of the saints. Otherwise the 
love of God does not dwell in us. And then we do not 
dwell in the [Secret Place of the Most High and under 
the shadow of the Almighty.

Not to will to come with the saints is wilful sin­
ning ! Such must not be our walk. We must be in the 
gathering of the saints. And we must be amongst the 
brethren of our own congregation. Here the Bread 
of Life is broken. Here we meet our God in the 
preaching of the Word and in the administration of 
the Sacraments. Here we call upon the Name of Lord.

Here we exhort one another unto love and good 
works. And this we here do the more in the same 
measure that we see the day of Jesus Christ our Lord 
draw nigh. Geo. C. Lubbers.
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er voorkomen in het Formulier om den Heiligen Doop 
aan Volwassenen to Bedienen. Zou ik U vriendelijk 
mogen verzoeken om in dit blad publiek te willen ant- 
worden op deze vragen:

1. In welke Gereformeerde Kerk en door welken 
predikant eener Gereformeerde Kerk in Nederland is 
bij gelegenheid van een openbare Belij denis des Ge- 
loofs afgeweken van het daarvoor vastgestelde Formu­
lier?

2. In welke Gereformeerde Kerk en door welken 
predikant eener Gereformeerde Kerk in Nederland is 
bij gelegenheid van een volwassendoop afgeweken van 
de vijf vragen van het daarvoor vastgestelde Formu­
lier?

Met de meeste hoogachting, Uw dw.
J. van Raalte
pred. van de Geref. Kerk van Neede.

A LETTER FROM NEERLANDIA

Neerlandia, Alta., Canada 
Jan. 13, 1951

Hooggeaehte Redakteur Hoeksema:

Gaarne zou ondergeteekende eenige plaatsruimte in 
Uw blad d^Standard Bearer hebben voor onderstaande 
regelen. Bij voorbaat mijn dank.

Het is naar aanleiding van den brief die Dr. Prins 
van Groningen (Holland) schrijft in De Wackier van 
4 Jullie, 1950, het kerkelijk blad van de Chr. Ger. Kerk 
in de U.S.A.

Dr. Prins had in dien brief een paar vragen te be- 
antwoorden van een paar belangstellende lezers uit 
Canada of the U.S.A.

De eene vraag luidt: of die leerbesluiten van het 
jaar 1942 niet kunnen worden ingetrokken. Dr. Prins 
antwoordt daarop: Die zijn al ingetrokken in het paar 
1946. Toen is een nieuwe formule, een zoogenaamde 
vervangingsformule vastgesteld. Nu heb ik Dr. Prins 
gevraagd om officieel bewijs van de intrekking van de 
leerbesluiten. Nu, dit kan hij natuurlijk niet geven, 
want zij zijn eenvoudig niet ingetrokken. Ik heb dan 
ook nooit bericht daarvoor van Dr. Prins ontvangen. 
Het is eenvoudig misleidend om zoo te schrijven.

De besluiten zijn wel niet gehandhaafd; ze zijn 
genegeerd, en dat is tot schande van die kerken. Als 
een kerk leerbesluiten neemt, en later niet handhaaft, 
noch ook herroept, wat is dat voor een kerk?

Een andere broeder had hem geschreven, dat de 
Gereformeerde kerk in Holland stond in het teeken 
van de valsche kerk, en meent dat van die kerk geldt 
wat in Art. 29 van de Geloof sbelij denis staat, en sta- 
pelt dan de zwaarste beschuldigingen op tegen de Gere­
formeerde Kerken.

Dr. Prins echter verzuimt te schrijven, dat die 
broeder hem gewezen had op de feiten in de Gerefor­
meerde Kerken begaan. In Art. 29 van de Geloof s- 
belij denis staat, wat de valsche kerk aangaat: zij 
grondt zich meer op de menschen dan op Christus; 
zij vervolgt degenen, die heiliglijk leven naar het 
Woord Gods, enz. Die feiten (het vervolgen van de 
ware geloovigen) heeft die broeder Dr. Prins voor- 
gehouden of geschreven. Maar dat zegt Dr. Prins 
niet. Dit is echter niet anders dan de zaak waarom 
het gaat verdoezelen.

Hooggeaehte Redakteur, gaarne zou ondergeteeken­
de deze regelen geplaatst zien in Uw blad te Standard 
Bearer. Nogmaals mijn dank.

L. Wierenga Sr.

Esteemed Editor:

It is not with pleasure that I again feel constrained 
to lift up my pen. I sincerely regret that it is neces­
sary and the more so because it concerns your own 
material. And, strangely enough, I hope that I am 
entirely wrong and that you are entirely justified in 
that which I must comment upon.

And now to the subject. I refer specifically to your 
latest editorial entitled "Another Reason” , wherein you 
publish a letter from a Mr. A. van Dischoven together 
with your comments and a public note of advice to 
Chatham’s consistory.

I believe that there is one element which you either 
completely ignored or of which you were not aware and 
which our readers should know. (1) I refer to the fact 
that this brother joined our church at Chatham after 
they were organized. Surely that fact should not have 
been overlooked or neglected. I would not like to be­
lieve that you deliberately kept this from our readers.
(2) Surely even the most simple should understand 
that I do not mean that we mete with two measures— 
one for those who are charter members and another 
for those who join us later. Of course, not, but I be­
lieve that we should use discretion and a judgment of 
love.

Would it not have been far more charitable and 
more in keeping with mature discretion to not publish 
such a letter but rather have given the brother a per­
sonal reply and perhaps privately advise the consist­
ory that they have a brother in their midst who does 
not quite understand the implications of becoming a 
member of, the Protestant Reformed Church? Is such 
a manner of dealing considered to be a promoting of 
our brother’s welfare? I believe that we should re­
serve our sledge on anvil blows for the outright and 
unrepentant workers of iniquity. But, for our breth­
ren may we be anything but tender and full of loving­
kindness? (3)
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