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gegraveerd worden in het fundament van het Nieuwe
Jeruzalem.

Ik denk niet, dat Mattheus beseft heeft bij deze 
roeping, dat hij tot alle deze heerlijkheden gebraeht 
zou worden. Hij volgde Jezus om de eenvoudige reden, 
dat hij niet anders doen kon. Dit was een kracht- 
dadige roeping.

Die vreemde Rabbi was bij zijn tolhuis gekomen, 
had tot hem gezegd: Volg M ij! En onmiddelijk was 
hij opgestaan en was Hem gevolgd. Het kwam in 
zijn hoofd niet op om dit niet te doen.

Als God roept met Zijn eigendommelijke roeping, 
dan komt er onmiddelijk gehoor aan die roeping. Dat 
kunt ge hier zien.

En Mattheus was ook niet klagende en weenende 
gevolgd. Hij klaagde niet over het verlies van zijn 
werk, dat goed betaalde. In ’t geheel niet. Men 
krijgt den indruk, dat hij Jezus gaarne volgde .

Daar komt nog bij, dat hij een groot feest bereidde 
voor Jezus en Zijn apostelen. Hij zegt dat zelf niet 
in zijn Evangelie.

In groote bescheidenheid verzwijgt hij het, maar 
Lucas vermeldt het in zijn Evangelie, waar hij deze 
roeping van Mattheus ook beschrijft.

Daar lezen we, dat hij een groot feest maakte 
voor Jezus. En nu weet gij alien, dat men geen groot 
feest maakt ter gelegenheid van zulk een radikale 
verandering van zaken, indien men zulks doet uit 
dwang en niet gewilliglijk.

Neen, maar men maakt een feest als men groote- 
lijks verblijd is. En zoo, was het ook met deze Mat- 
theiis-Levi. Hij was inniglijk verblijd, dat deze Rabbi 
Jezus hem geroepen had.

God had krachtdadiglijk gewrocht in zijn diepste 
hart, en hij was onmiddelijk een ander mensch ge- 
worden. En hij wil het ook bewijzen in dit feest.

En toen stond hij voor de vraag: maar wie zal ik 
nu nooden tot dit mijn groote feest? A1 mijn beken- 
den en vrienden zijn tollenaren en zondaren. De an- 
dere menschen wilden niets met bij te doen hebben, 
en dat vanwege mijn verachte beroep. Wat zal ik 
doen ?

En toen heeft hij besloten om dan maar eenvoudige 
die tollenaren en zondaren te roepen tot dit feest. Er 
bleef geen andere uitweg open.

En ik denk dat hij bij zichzelf instinctmatig ge- 
voeld heeft, dat Jezus het verstaan zou. En zoo ge- 
schiedde het.

De Heere Jezus ontving de invitatie tot dit groote 
feest waar vele tollenaren en zondaren genoodigd wa- 
ren, en de Heere Jezus nam de uitnoodiging aan!

En dit zal de aanleiding, de blijde aanleiding zijn
tot de waardeering van Christas' werk op a^rde.

Het was de gewoonte om zulke groote feesten waar- 
toe velen genoodigd waren, te houden in groote binnen- 
plaatsen, waar de tafels gedekt werden in de open 
lucht. Dat kon in het heilige land, vanwege het zachte 
klimaat.

En zoo kunnen we ons dit vreemde, doch schoone 
schouwspel eenigzins indenken en voor onze aandacht 
brengen.

Rij aan rij zaten de vrienden van dezen Levi, en 
daartusschen de Heere Jezus en Zijne discipelen die 
ook tot dit feest genoodigd waren.

De Heere schaamde zich niet om in dit gezelschap 
gevonden te worden. Daar zit H ij! In de open lucht. 
Een ieder die voorbij kwam kon Hem zien.

Het schijnt alsof deze vreemde gebeurteiiis van 
mond tot mond gegaan was. Straks wist de geheele 
stad het: een Rabbi zat aan met tollenaren en zon­
daren.

Waar?
In het huis van Mattheiis-Levi, die door dezen 

Rabbi geroepen is om hem te volgen. Levi gaat zijn 
goed betalend ambt van tollenaren verlaten, en hij zal 
van nu aan dezen Jezus volgen.

En was ook ter oore gekomen van de Farizeers en 
Schriftgeleerden.

Het duurde niet lang en daar kwam de voorname 
stoet van Farizeers aangeloopen. Langzaam, met def- 
tige stappen en op het aangezicht de verontwaardiging 
die onmiddelijk bij hen opkwam bij het hooren van 
zulk een verschrikkelijk optreden.

En dit was dan het Licht der wereld ? Was Hij de 
Zoon was God? Was Hij de Messias die komen zou? 
En die gaat zoo behandelen?

9t Is verschrikkelijk. Maar we zullen deze zaak 
onmiddelijk onderzoeken.

En daar komen zij aan. En het duurde niet lang 
of zij zagen het met eigen- oogen: Jezus zat aan met 
tollenaren en zondaren!

’t Was ongehoord!
En ook te veroordeelen. Wat moet er terecht ko­

men van alle goede zeden, als een mensch die zich uit- 
geeft een Rabbi te zijn, met zulk gebroed omgaat, die 
zich verlaagt om met het ofschrapsel der natie te eten 
en te drinken ?

Neen, zij waren niet genoodigd tot dit feest. Eerst 
niet, omdat Levi hen niet durfde inviteeren. En, twee- 
dens, indien zij al gevraagd werden, zoo zoucjen zij 
de invitatie toch niet aangenomen hebben. Levi had 
gelegenheid te over gehad in zijn beroep als tollenaar 
om het karakter der Farizeen te kennen.

Maar luistert!
De deftige stoet der Farizeers die stilhield voor
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het huis van Levi, hadden zich gewend tot Jezus' dis­
cipelen.

Zij konden zich niet stilhouden. En zij vroegen: 
Waarom eet Uw Meester met de tollenaren en zon­
daren ?

Daar zit veel en velerlei in die vraag. Leest er 
toch niet over heen. Hunne bedoeling met deze vraag 
is duidelijk. Zij wilden er mee zeggen: Uw meester 
is geen haar beter dan dit vuile gezelschap. Zoo als 
wij vaak zeggen met een spreekwoord: Soort zoekt 
soort. Uw meester geeft zich vaak groote en schoone 
benamingen. Maar Hij handelt er niet naar. En hier 
hebt ge het bewijs. Hij eet met het schuim der natie. 
Hij gaat om het hen die wij uitwerpen uit de syna- 
goge.

En wat wil dat zeggen? Dit: wij achten dat hij 
van hetzelfde allooi is : soort zoekt soort. Uw meester 
is ook een misdadiger. Hij behoort, en Hij schijnt 
zich goed thuis te gevoelen bij vuile zondaren!

Ziedaar het spotbeeld van Jezus' werk op aarde!
En let wel, deze waardeering van Jezus' werk is 

vrucht van hun blinde haat en wreveh
En wat is de grondfout dier Farizeers? Dit: zij 

maten Jezus bij hun eigen booze maatstaven. En wat 
mogen die maatstaven der Farizeers geweest zijn? 
Zij waren deze: Wij, Farizeers, Schriftgeleerden, Over- 
priesters en Wetgeleerden, wij zijn het nobelste en het 
eelste deel der natie. En onze schoonheid en adel be- 
staat hierin, dat wij de Wet van God vervullen.

Daarin bestaat onze heerlijke gerechtigheid. Wij 
zijn beter dan wie dan ook. En om te gaan met het 
lage en domme volk is zonde. Het volk, dat de Wet 
niet kent is vervloekt. En wij laten ons daarom met 
zondaren niet in. Wijkt toch van ons, want wij zijn 
veel heiliger dan g i j !

Maar Uw meester heeft vandaag bewezen, hetgeen 
wij allang geweten hebben: Hij is niet beter dan dat 
schuim, dat ruwe, goddelooze, onheilige volk!

Maar de Heere had het gehoord. Maar de Heere 
had hen aan zien komen. En de Heere kende ook 
hunne harten. Hij wist, dat hunne harten vol van 
onheiligheid waren. En Hij wist dat al hun wetsver- 
vulling enkel ijdelheid was. Zij onderhielden wel de 
wet, maar het was slechts uitwendig werk. Hun hart 
hield zich verre van God en goddelijke deugden.

Wat een miskenning!
Zij miskenden Israel. Deze zondaren en tollenaren 

waren Israel. En Israel was een volk, dat genoemd 
mag worden de zonen en de dochteren van God. Zij 
waren de schapen die de leiders moesten weiden en
hoeden.

Zij miskenden ziohzelf, Zij waren de herders en

zij waren geroepen om die schapen met groote liefde 
te hoeden en te weiden.

En zij miskenden Jezus, de groote Herder der 
schapen. Bij implicatie hadden zij Hem uitgeschol- 
den voor tollenaar en zondaar: waarom eet Uw Mester 
met tollenaren en zondaren ?

En z ij' miskenden God ook. Want God had in 
Mozes en de Profeten duidelijk geopenbaard, dat Hij 
een ontfermend God was voor de schapen die Hij zou 
willen trekken en leiden tot de groote schaapskooi. En 
zij hadden dit kunnen weten.

Maar daar treedt Jezus op hen toe. Hij zal hun 
van antwoord dienen en bestraffen!

Laat ons luisteren naar de gouden woorden van 
den Zoon van God!

“ Die gezond zijn, hebben den medicijnmeester niet 
van noode, maar die ziek zijn !"

Dit was een spreekwoord uit hun eigen bundel van 
overleveringen. Ze waren wel bekend met dit spreek­
woord, maar vandaag zat er een angel in die hem zou 
scheuren.

Wat is de beteekenis? Dit: Gij zijt immers de lei­
ders, de medici j nmeesters van Israel ? Welnu, gij 
noemt deze arme tollenaren en zondaren ziek, zoo ziek, 
dat gij hen schuwt. Welnu, vervul Uw ambt! En 
indien gij niet wilt, laat Mij met rust: Ik ben de groote 
Medici j nmeester, en Ik ben Mijn werk aan 't doen. 
Laat Mij met rust!

Maar er zat meer in dit spreekwoord. Gij zijt ge­
zond, naar Uw eigen getuigenis. En daarom laat Ik 
U met rust. Alleen die ziek zijn hebben Mij van 
noode.

En nu komt er nog een woord uit het Oude Testa­
ment, Hosea 6:6. Maar gaat henen en leert wat het 
zij : Ik wil barmhartigheid, en niet offerande; want Ik 
ben niet gekomen om te roepen rechtvaardigen, maar 
zondaars tot bekeering.

Deze woorden van Jezus hebben gebrand op de har­
ten van deze Farizeers. Gaat henen en leert! Dat 
wilde zeggen: Gij noemt U leeraars in Israel, maar 
gij hebt van noode om zelf onderwezen te worden. 
Tweedens, Ik zal U toestemmen, dat deze zondaren en 
tollenaren ziek, doodziek zijn.

Nu dan, en dan zegt Mijn God: Ik wil barmhartig­
heid. Ik wil Mijn hart van groote zondaarsliefde open- 
baren. En daarom ben Ik hier om Mijn werk te doen. 
Laat Mij toch met rust!

Maar Gij Farizeers wilt altijd de offerande! Gij 
wilt groote dingen doen voor God. Zoodat God U 
mag danken voor zoo schoone en groote daden. Maar 
God wil geen offerande. Hij wil barmhartigheid.

0  God, wij danken U voor Uwe groote zondaars­
liefde in Jezus!

G. Vos.
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blocks, but obliged and willing to fulfill their part of 
the covenant, to love the Lord their God with all their 
heart and mind and soul and strength, to forsake the 
world, to crucify their old nature, and to walk in a 
new and holy life*

“ 3. That the ground of infant baptism is the com­
mand of God, and the fact that according to Scripture 
He establishes His covenant in the line of continued 
generations/'

In 2 above the Declaration refutes the accusation, 
always directed against those who maintain the truth 
of sovereign grace and absolute predestination, that 
the latter deny the responsibility of man. If the prom­
ise of God is unconditional, so that man has to do noth­
ing in order to obtain the promise, nor has to comply 
with any prerequisite in order to remain heir of the 
promise, you make of man, so say our opponents, mere 
stocks and blocks. They forget that the work of grace 
never violates man's moral nature. Grace does not 
destroy man's responsibility, but rather causes him to 
feel all the more deeply his responsibility before the 
God of His salvation.

This is the teaching of our Confessions.
The Heidelberg Catechism teaches us in question 

and answer 64 as follows: “ But does not this doctrine 
make men careless and profane? By no means: for 
it is impossible that those who are implanted into 
Christ by a true faith, should not bring forth fruit of 
thankfulness."

In Canons III, IV, A, we read:
“But as man by the fall did not cease to be a crea­

ture, endowed with understanding and will, nor did 
sin which pervaded the whole race of mankind, de­
prive him of the human nature, but brought upon him 
depravity and spiritual death; so also this grace of 
regeneration does not treat men as senseless stocks 
and blocks, nor take away their will and its properties, 
neither does violence thereto; but spiritually quickens, 
heals, corrects, and at the same time sweetly and 
powerfully bends it; that where carnal rebellion and 
resistance formerly prevailed, a ready and sincere 
spiritual obedience begins to reign; in which the true 
and spiritual restoration and freedom of our will con­
sist. Wherefore unless the admirable author of every 
good work wrought in us, man could have no hope of 
recovering from his fall by his own free will, by the 
abuse of which, in a state of innocence, he plunged 
himself into ruin."

Again in Canons V, A, 12 we confess:
“ This certainty of perseverance, however, is so far 

from exciting on believers a spirit of pride, or render­
ing them carnally secure, that on the contrary, it is 
the real source of humility, filial reverence, true piety, 
patience in every tribulation, fervent prayers, con­
stancy in suffering, and in confessing the truth, and

solid rejoicing in God: so that the consideration of 
this benefit should serve as an incentive to the serious 
and constant practice in gratitude and good works, as 
appears from the testimonies of Scripture, and the 
example of the saints."

Again, in Canons V, A, 13:
Neither does renewed confidence of persevering 

produce licentiousness, or a disregard to piety in those 
who are recovered from backsliding; but it renders 
them much more careful and solicitious to continue in 
the ways of the Lord, which he hath ordained, lest by 
abusing his fatherly kindness, God should turn away 
his gracious countenance from them, to behold which 
is to the godly dearer than life: the withdrawing 
whereof is more bitter than death, and they in con­
sequence hereof should fall into more grievous tor­
ments of conscience."

And, in Canons V, B, 6, they repudiate the errors 
of those:

“Who teach: that the doctrine of the certainty of 
perseverance and of salvation from its own character 
and nature is a cause of indolence and is injurious to 
godliness, good morals, prayers, and other holy exer­
cises, but that on the contrary it is praiseworthy to 
doubt. For these show that they do not know the 
power of divine grace and the working of the indwell­
ing Spirit. And they contradict the apostle John/who 
teaches the opposite with express words in his first 
epistle: ‘Beloved now are we the children of God, and 
it is not yet made manifest what we shall be. We 
know that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be like 
him, for we shall see him even as he is. And everyone 
that hath this hope on him, purifieth himself, even as 
he is pure.' I John 2:2, 3. Furthermore these are 
contradicted by the examples of the saints, both of 
the old and of the New Testament, who though they 
were assured of their perseverance and salvation, were 
nevertheless constant in prayers and other exercises 
of godliness."

All these passages plainly teach that, while grace 
is surely sovereign and unconditional, this sovereign 
grace does not destroy, but rather increase and en­
hance man's responsibility.

The Declaration continues:
“ IV. Besides, the Protestant Reformed Churches:
“A. Cannot condone the action of the Reformed 

Churches of the Netherlands, whereby:
“ 1. They imposed certain doctrinal decisions upon 

the churches synodically, making these decisions bind­
ing upon the churches before they had the right to 
protest.

“ 2. And whereby they deposed many local office­
bearers.

“ B. And they believe and maintain the autonomy 
of the local church."
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This applies to the Christian Reformed Church in 
our country as well as to the Reformed Churches of 
the Netherlands. Also the Christian Reformed Church 
in 1924 made their doctrinal decisions binding, and 
demanded of us a promise to express agreement with 
these decisions, or at least to acquiesce in them and 
never to teach anything against them. This we would 
not possibly promise for the simple reason that the 
well-known three points were, according to our deep­
est conviction contrary to Scripture and the Confes­
sion. Under such a promise, it would have been im­
possible for us to preach. Besides, also the Christian 
Reformed Church, in 1924, violated the principle of 
the autonomy of the local church by deposing office­
bearers, as well as speaking of the broader gatherings 
as “ the proper ecclesiastical authorities” . The Pro­
testant Reformed Churches maintain the autonomy of 
the local church and acknowledge no higher authority 
than the consistory. It is £| well-known fact that also 
the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands violated 
this principle.

And although we quite fundamentally differ with 
the Reformed Churches, maintaining Art. 31, of the 
Netherlands, in respect to the question concerning 
the promise of the covenant, we are glad to agree with 
them on the important church-political principle of 
the autonomy of the local church.

Thus far the Declaration of principles proper.
There is, however, a postscript, which reads as 

follows:
“ If Synod adopts the above proposition, we advise:

“ 1. That Synod subject this entire document to the 
approval of the churches.

“ 2. If no objection is offered to adopt this at our 
next Synod.

“ 3. To adopt this in the meantime as a working 
hypothesis for our mission committee and for our mis­
sionaries in the organization of churches.”

And herewith I close my discussion of the Declara­
tion of Principles.

The reader cannot have doubted that I favor the 
adoption of this Declaration by our next synod. All 
the dust that has been raised about it has only served 
to convince me more deeply that it is high time that 
our churches adopt it as an expression to all that want 
to join our churches of what we have always believed 
and still believe to be the truth according to our con­
fessions.

It contains nothing new.
It merely and simply represents what we have al­

ways believed.
No one among us has succeded to show, with any 

semblance of an argument, that this is not the case.

Remember that the Declaration is nothing else than 
a form to be used by our mission committee and 
our missionaries as a basis for the organization of 
churches.

If our next synod should dare to reject it, I see 
no longer any hope for the future of our Protestant
Reformed Churches as remaining distinctively Re­
formed.

Hence, “with malice toward none,” I shall fight
for it.

H. H.

$<=>0 (K O O

Classis West’s Overture To Synod

We hereby present to our readers the overture ��� �	  
the Declaration which Classis West decided to send to 
synod.

The overture was presented to Classis West by the 
consistory of Bellflower.

The part that is placed in parenthesis was elimin­
ated by way of an amendment. However, because its 
very elimination is significant, we here insert it.

* * * .

Esteemed brethren:

We have received the declaration of principles 
which were drawn up by our last Synod and submitted 
to our consistories to be approved by our 1951 Synod 
if no objections are given.

We understand that we are to study the declaration 
and express our approval of the contents of the docu­
ment or disapproval by submitting well motivated 
reasons. We do not understand our Synod to mean to 
decide to approve in 1951 by the majority vote of our 
churches alone. Such would not do justice to the 
cause of the truth. In a sense the matter has been 
decided by our last Synod, and the Synod of 1951 will 
take the final decision upon 'consideration of the 
reasons advanced by the churches. Any valid objec­
tion or weighty reason advanced for approval should 
decide the issue regardless of the opinions of the 
majority of the churches.

Although we agree with the essential thrust of 
these declarations, we feel that they are in a measure 
inadequate to the present day discussion upon the 
matters referred to in the interpretative section of 
the declaration. We have in mind, for example, the 
statement that the promise of the Gospel is not for all. 
To enlighten, such a statement should explain that the 
Gospel of the promise of the Gospel is to be . preached 
to all and that all who have heard it are held account­
able for having heard it. There is also the statement 
under II, B, 1, “ Little infants surely cannot fulfill any
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are compatible with ours, in order to keep our positive 
teaching clearly before the minds of the hearers,

a. If we understand the task of the Mission Com­
mittee, we shall also see that it cannot request a 'gen­
eral interpretation and Synod cannot accede to such a 
request. The Mission Committee is under Synod and 
cannot instruct or mandate Synod. Synod may only 
receive instructions and mandates from the Churches 
by way of Consistory and Classis.

b. To allow the Mission Committee to request an 
interpretation of the Confessions and Synod to draw 
up such a document is equal to saying that Synod may 
initiate such matters.

If we allow the Mission Committee the right to do 
this and Synod to comply with their request and thus 
approve of the action of Synod of 1950 in this respect, 
we have opened another way than the correct Re­
formed way, and we have a back door, through which 
we shall be flooded with all kinds of requests and 
dangers of wrong interpretations.

This would be equal to allowing the Committees of 
Synod to present material which, although the concern 
of the Churches in general, is nevertheless outside of 
their jurisdiction to request or mandate. The faculty 
may then do the same and through the theological 
school committee come with propositions for instruc­
tions in their particular views.

This, however, is contrary to the specific task of 
these committees as given them in their constitutions 
and it denies the proper procedure of all such inter­
pretation of the Confessions, which is out of the bosom 
of the Church.

c. We may add that this action of Synod also vio­
lates the intention of Art. 4:2 of the rules of Order 
of Synod (Church Order, p. 55).

3. In the third place, looking at this action to inter­
pret Confessions as such, we believe that Synod forgot 
that any interpretation of the Confessions which be­
comes the official statement of the Churches should 
have a specific occasion and statement of the problem 
or error which it seeks to combat, clearly before its 
mind and stated in definite language for the churches.

4. It also follows that this specific statement of 
error can only be presented by way of protest or re­
quest from the churches.

a. Consider that we all agree that we do not make 
a confession beyond the Word of God and what we al­
ready have in our Confessions unless there is a specific 
occasion of attack. Confessions must be based upon 
the Word of God and serve as a means of instruction 
as well as to combat error. They arise organically 
in the consciousness of the Church, and arise under 
various influences of attack, persecution, and other 
such denials of the truth. When the truth is ripe.

this truth is contracted into a brief statement and 
expressed by the church.

b. We ought also to agree that this holds true for 
any interpretation of the confessions. (That was the 
history of the Reformed Churches. That is also the 
history of our heritage in the past in this country as 
it lies in the Christian Reformed Church. There are 
examples of the Bultema case, the Jansen case, and 
our own case. There was first of all error or protest 
of error and this was presented by way of 'consistory 
and Classis to Synod. Thereupon Synod made its 
interpretation of Scripture and the Confessions rele­
vant to the specific denial of the truth as presented 
to it.) Confessions are not made to prevent error. 
Confessions combat error.

It is important to realize that Confessions do not 
prevent error. The real confession of the truth is 
made by the organism of the Church and where the 
Truth of the Word is most purely preached there you 
also have the most bitter struggle against it. When 
error presents itself in the open it is repudiated offic­
ially by the Synod by way of appeal as a corrective 
measure. This again becomes the directive of the 
future church as it seeks to live close to the truth.

c. We believe that this has not been the case with 
this declaration of principles. It has not first pre­
sented an error to repudiate. The Mission Committee 
asks only a general request, in effect, what is binding 
in our churches. Besides it cannot come with a specific 
charge for such is outside of its jurisdiction.

Such action which does not deal with a specific 
charge of error may make rash and unnecessary state­
ments, and be the cause of wrong division in the 
church. The truth as it lives in the consciousness of 
the organism of the church should be allowed to pre­
vail over the lie. Through proper debate and discus­
sion there is time and room for shepherd work to win 
souls and minds to the truth. To have committees 
and synods initiate propositions about our confessions, 
even though true, is nothing but unwise action which 
causes divisions where they should not be, instead of 
where they should be between the truth and the lie 
not only but also between those who belong together 
and those who do not.

5. Our fifth objection is against the Synod's sub­
mitting this document for the approval of the church­
es. The first wrong action of initiating something 
outside of a proper request and mandate resulted we 
feel in this regrettable situation.

We have the peculiar situation in which the Synod
submits for consideration and advice something to the 
churches. This reverses the proper procedure in 
which consistories and classes instruct or seek advice 
of Synod and send delegates to take part in discussion

■ ■ . ■■ ' ■ : ‘ ■■
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and bind themselves to these decisions unless proven 
contrary to the Word of God.

If it was the intention of the 1950 Synod to submit 
for approval, we also have a peculiar situation in 
which the churches individually and separately (demo­
cratically) decide outside of the accepted way of 
Synod's deliberation.

6. Finally, we wish to protest against point IV 
of the brief Declaration, particularly point A.

Although it is our common opinion that there is 
error in the actions of the Reformed Churches of the 
Netherlands with respect to the recent deposition of 
ministers, nevertheless we question the right of our 
Synod to sit in judgment over another church with 
whom we do not have correspondence and off-hand 
express an official condemnation of action without 
having beneficially called to do so and without having 
been presented with material to study for the delegates 
and the churches. If all this has been done we should 
have the courtesy and brotherly love to present our 
criticism to that church.

We trust that we have made our protest clear. We 
have made this rather lengthy protest because we feel 
that the problem has become so involved and Synod 
deals with a difficult situation.

OVERTURE:

In order to present something positive to Synod 
and to continue action in our testimony to the truth, 
we overture Synod:

1. To repudiate the action of Synod of 1950 as 
found in the Acts, page 54, Art. 64 and page 90, Art. 
117.

a. Because Synod cannot interpret the Confessions 
without a specific charge of error and instruction from 
the churches.

b. Although this does not mean that we reject the 
essential thrust of the declaration.. Rather we refuse 
to be committed unnecessarily in an improper way.

c. That we agree with the essential teaching of 
the principles and express our willingness to fulfill 
our calling to formulate this teaching when instructed 
to do so being presented with error within our church­
es.

2. To instruct our Committee for correspondence 
with other churches to submit a documented report of 
the confession and teaching with their criticism or
approval o f :

a. churches which seek correspondence with us.
b. and churches with whom the committee shows 

evidence that we should seek correspondence.
3. To take no further action until this has been 

presented. And that such a decision with respect to 
such a report will constitute our official stand upon 
our confessions with relation to other churches.

H. H.

O U R  D O C T R I N E

Days or Periods
2.

THE CONCORDISTIC THEORY

We concluded our preceding article with the state­
ment that Dr. Bavinck declares that also that exegesis 
of Genesis 1 is possible which regards the six days as 
periods. Mind you, he does not say that this exegesis 
is necessary but merely that it is possible. It is true 
that he does not attach much value to the fact that 
the word “ day” does occur often in Holy Writ as not 
merely referring to a period of twenty four hours. 
Some seek support for their contention that the days 
of Genesis 1 are periods from the fact that often in 
Holy Writ the word “ day” refers to a period of time 
longer than twenty-four hours. With these passages, 
I am sure, we are all acquainted. Scripture, e.g., 
speaks of the entire New Dispensation as the “ last 
hour” . However, Dr. Bavinck does not attach much 
significance to these passages in support of his con­
tention that also the days of Genesis 1 may be long 
periods of time.

But, Dr. Bavinck does attach significance to the 
following considerations. First, and we have already 
called attention to this, the late professor declares that 
if Gen. 1:1 must be considered as constituting a part 
of the first day, then that first day must be regarded 
as a very unusual and extraordinary day.

Secondly, he opines that the first three days, also 
as according to the intention of Genesis, must be reck­
oned according to or by a different standard than the 
latter three. The expression “ day and night” does not 
refer to a period of shorter or longer duration, but to 
an exchange of light and darkness. This exchange of 
light and darkness was hot affected by the sun during 
the first three days, inasmuch as the sun was created 
upon the fourth day, but it was effected in a different 
way by the light which was created upon the first day. 
Hence, the length of the first three days cannot be de­
termined.

Thirdly, the latter three days can be regarded in 
the same light as the first three days and in harmony 
with them. Scripture speaks of all six days in the 
same sense. Genesis 1 does not warrant the conclusion 
that there is any difference between them. Of all these 
six days we read that it was evening and it was morn­
ing. Hence, if the first three days were long periods 
of time, the same applies to the latter three days.

Fourthly, it is very difficult to place upon the sixth 
day all that was created upon that day according to
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ing of the word. Any “ Science” which dares to raise 
its head above the Word of the living God, and usurps 
to itself the sole right and ability to know things, 
cannot be true Science, for it places itself against the 
infallible Scriptures, the one and only record of the 
infallible God.

* * Hs

THE DAYS OF GENESIS ORDINARY DAYS.

And, therefore, we must maintain, irrespective of 
what Science may say and irrespective of the fact that 
many things were apparently created or called into 
existence upon the sixth day of creation, that the days 
of Genesis were ordinary days of twenty-four hours 
duration, and that all things, also Genesis 1:1, were 
called into existence by the omnipotent will of the liv­
ing God in the space of six twenty-four hours days. 
For this we have the following reasons, all based upon 
what we read-in the Word of God.

First, Scripture makes no distinction between the first 
three d,ays and the latter three days of the Hex- 
aemeron.

We understand that those who do not accept that 
the days of creation are to be regarded as ordinary 
days, surely must agree that the latter three days of 
creation-week were days of twenty four hours dura­
tion. It is a fact that the sun, moon, and stars were 
created upon the fourth day, and that then the change 
of day and night was caused by the fact that the earth 
turns around the sun on its axis. It is, therefore, ex­
tremely difficult to maintain that the latter three days, 
because of the creation of the sun upon the fourth day, 
were long periods and not ordinary days of twenty 
four hours duration. It is true that the late Dr. A. 
Kuyper suggests the possibility that the earth may 
have turned on its axis more slowly and that, there­
fore, the latter three days, the days 4-6, may have 
been periods instead of days, but he also hastens to add 
that we know nothing of this. And this is true, i.e., 
that we know nothing about this, except that we must 
clearly understand that the Scriptures do not give us 
a single indication that such indeed was the case, yea, 
that the Scriptures give us every reason to believe that 
the latter three days were ordinary days and not per­
iods of thousands of years.

However, if we must believe that the latter three 
days were ordinary days then we must also believe 
that the first three days were days of twenty four 
hours duration. A very fundamental rule of exegesis 
is involved here, namely, that the same word in the 
same context must have the same significance, unless 
there is something in the text which clearly indicates 
an opposite or different interpretation. And in the 
Scriptural narrative of Genesis 1 we have the repeated

repetition of the expression: “ And the evening and 
the morning were the first day.” This expression 
occurs in this chapter in the verses 5, 8, 13, 19, 23, and 
31. That the days 4-6, the fourth through the sixth 
day, are to be viewed as days of shorter duration than 
the first three days is not indicated in this chapter 
in any way. Hence, the above rule of exegesis cer­
tainly applies here.

^Secondly, Scriptures tells us that the days of creation 
were days, limited by one morning and one evening.

It is true that the Word of God also speaks of days 
and hours in a figurative sense of the word. We read, 
for example, that “ now is the day of salvation” , and it 
is clear that the expression does not refer to a day of 
twenty four hours. We also read in the Word of God 
that “this is the last hour” , and we realize that this 
is not merely an hour of sixty minutes. Rut, when­
ever we read of such a day or such an hour in Holy 
Writ, do we read that it was a day limited by one 
morning and one evening ? Fact remains that the 
theory which advocates that the “ days” of Genesis 1 
were long periods of time denies that they were days. 
According to this theory these “ days” lasted thousands 
of years. Hence, these “ days” consisted of thousands 
upon thousands of days, of thousands upon thousands 
of mornings and evenings. But Genesis 1 tells us that 
these were days which had but one morning and but 
one evening. Surely these were days of twenty four 
hours.

Thirdly, the attempt by the theorists who would ex­
plain these “days” as periods to base their theory upon 
the seventh day is absurd.

The theorists who would base their period concep­
tion of the days of creation upon Scripture have ap­
pealed to the seventh day. We read in the Scriptures 
that the Lord rested on the seventh day. And we also 
know that the Lord even until now rests of His work 
of creation. God's resting is continuous. The seventh 
day, therefore, was not merely a day but is a long 
period. Hence, also the other “ days” must be viewed 
as long periods of time.

However, this reasoning is obviously absurd. On 
the one hand, this would make that seventh day end­
less* God's resting is eternal and endless; hence, also 
this seventh day must be endless. Rut this is absurd, 
because what then must we say of Adam's sin, etc. 
which happened upon the following days. If the 
seventh day is endless, then we still have that day and 
no other day has ever succeeded it. This is obviously 
so ridiculous that no comment is necessary. Resides, 
Scripture informs us that God rested upon that seventh 
day in a special sense, inasmuch as He also sanctified 
that day. Hence, He rested therefore in that special 
sense in order that man should ^nter into His rest,
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and that therefore also this seventh day of rest was 
an ordinary day of twenty four hours. If this seventh 
day of rest is endless, then also Adam is still in that 
rest, and this, too, is obviously absurd. And this is 
confirmed by the fact that also the fourth command­
ment, which speaks of the “ seventh day” , also men­
tions our work, and calls attention to the fact that we 
must work six days and rest upon the seventh day. 
Surely this seventh day is therefore no longer than 
the other six days of the week. This is clearly the 
implication of the fourth commandment.

�������� , ��	� ��	���� ����� ��	�	� ' ����(� �	�	� �	�����  
�	���� ��� ����� )���������

Of this theory we expect to have more to say, when 
we call attention to the Scriptural account of the crea­
tion of man. We will, therefore, not enter into a de­
tailed discussion of this bit of worldly philosophy at 
this time.

Only, we wish to point out now that this “ periods- 
theory” is surely evolutionistic. This lies in the very 
nature of the case. Is it not a fact that, according to 
this presentation of the Divine work of creation, each 
“ day” lasted thousands of years, that, therefore, God’s 
speaking whereby He called various things into exist­
ence must be considered as stretching over a long 
period of time. This implies that the various creatures 
came into existence through a long process, and this 
even though one would not necessarily consent to the 
conception (as the evolutionists clearly teach) that 
the one type of creature developed into another. Does 
not the late Dr. Bavinck suggest that much more was 
created upon each of the six days than that which is 
recorded in Scripture, yea, that so much was created 
upon the sixth day that it is difficult to believe that 
this sixth day was an ordinary day of twenty four 
hours ? Does this not imply that it then required the 
Lord thousands and thousands of years to create and 
call into existence the things which were made upon 
that day? Well, if this be true, then we simply have 
the evolutionistic conception applied to this account 
of the creation of the world. This simply means that 
the calling of things into existence (not to speak now 
of merely the coming of things into existence) passed 
through a process, a very lengthy process which re­
quired thousands upon thousands of years.

However, this conception is surely impossible. In 
the first place, we would ask the question: But why 
must we have this interpretation of the things ? Could 
not the Lord have called the things into existence by 
the word of His almighty power, in the “ twinkling of 
an eye” ? Is not the Lord the Almighty God? Why, 
in the light of the fact that many things were called 
into being upon the sixth day of the week, should it 
be necessary to conclude from the formation of these 
many things that therefore their being called into

existence passed through a lengthy process of time? 
Must the things themselves determine their origin or 
the manner and length of time of their creation ? 
Hence, we ask the question: why must the church take 
recourse to this “ interpretation” of the origin of the 
world ? Is it easier to understand than the account 
which is held before us in the Holy Scriptures ? Does 
the theory of “ periods instead of days” bring us one 
step closer to a clearer understanding of the forma­
tion of all things ? To ask this quetion is to answer it. 
One thing is sure: these theorists surely do not enable 
us to bow before the authority and authenticity of 
Holy Writ with increasing awe and adoration.

In the second place, does not Scripture teach us 
exactly the truth that the world and all the things that 
are therein were called into existence and being by 
the almighty and irresistible Word of the living God? 
Where do we read in the book of Genesis, or in Scrip­
ture’s account there of the creation of the universe, 
that the creation of the world was the result of a long 
process of development or that it required thousands 
and thousands of years ? Could the Scriptures describe 
the work of creation as the result of the Lord’s al­
mighty and irresistible speaking more vividly than it 
does ? Do we not read, over and over again: “ And 
God � � �� ” ? And is it not, therefore, true that it is 
exactly this almighty Word of the Lord which called 
all things into being? And is this not verified else­
where in Holy Writ when we read that God speaks 
and it is, that He commands and it stands?' Is it not 
true that all the works of the Lord are characterized 
by the fact that they are works of a moment, which 
occur in the “ twinkling of an eye” ? This is true of 
the Divine work of recreation, which we also call re­
generation. And this also applies to the heavenly re­
newal of all things in eternal and heavenly glory. Must 
we accept, even as the earthly creation passed through 
a period of thousands and thousands of years, that 
therefore also the transfiguration of all things, the 
regeneration of all things in heavenly perfection will 
require hundreds and thousands of years ? Moreover, 
this is exactly what Modernism teaches, namely, that 
the world is gradually becoming better and better, and 
that it ultimately will reach perfection. But this is 
not Scripture’s description of all things. We must 
therefore maintain that the concordistic conception of 
the creation of the universe is impossible. The Lord 
created all things in creation-week by the word of His 
power, in the “ twinkling of an eye” , and also for this 
reason the “ period-theory” - is untenable and impos­
sible.

And, finally, what a strange conception of the crea­
tion and development of the world we must entertain 
if we subscribe to this “period-theory” ? But to this 
we hope to call attention in our following article.

H, Veldman.
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that they left him and our churches. And these men 
still maintain that they agree with the Three Formulas 
of Unity. These lines are written without any malice 
whatsoever, and if the undersigned has misunderstood, 
let the brethren say so. Let them say whether Scrip­
ture and Confessions leave room for our view of the 
promise.

Then, too, when we desire to lay the emphasis upon 
election, brother Van Spronsen accuses us of letting 
our dogmatics rule our exegesis and so allowing it to 
lead us to a wrong conclusion. Let the undersigned 
state that he appreciates the brother's charitable and 
brotherly attitude in all his writings. But the point 
we wish to make is that our Protestant Reformed 
Truth is questioned by the Liberated. Therefore we 
ask whether both views can exist side by side in one 
church. We would like to hear the brother explain 
also the things which we maintain are the First Point 
of ‘ ‘Common Grace" applied to the covenant such as 
the statement: “ For when God gives His baptism to 
a human being, He bestows upon him a very parti­
cular proof of His love." And the statement, “ He 
says to ���  those children, ‘head for head . . .  I pledge 
to you the full forgiveness of sins and eternal salva­
tion : all the treasures and riches, which I am able 
to give to men." Will the brother show us how this 
can be said of 	�	��  baptized child without teaching 
the grace-to-all-who-hear-the-Gospel theory of “ Com­
mon Grace"? The brother attacks our view of the 
promise, and he has the right to do so, if he thinks 
that it is unscriptpral and unreformed. But we also 
have a right to expect him to show us that statements 
such as those above are not the same as the things 
which we have consistently condemned since 1924. 
And if we do tell the Mission Committee to demand 
no more than a statement of agreement with the Con­
fessions and Scripture and we organize congregations 
on that basis, may we not expect such congregations 
to allow our ministers also to preach the Protestant 
Reformed Truth in the circle of ���� ���� ������	�*  
And may we not exegete God's Word in the light of 
that same Word, letting Scripture explain Scripture 
so that even though the text may speak simply of 
believers we may explain that these believers are, of 
course, in every instance the elect? That is not let­
ting Dogmatics rule exegesis but is the explanation 
of ���  faith by the Saviour Himself when He declared 
in John 10:26, “Ye believe not because we are not of 
my sheep." Let us never turn that around as though 
election is determined, by faith. We do not believe 
that the brother Van Spronsen has one fiber in his 
being that wants to do such a thing, but the under­
signed does want to be allowed to exegete with such 
guidance from Scripture itself.

The undersigned has no hard feelings or malicious 
thoughts towards any of the Liberated (nor surely

for that matter towards any of our own people who 
do not favor the Declaration) and would sincerely 
rejoice to see our churches correspond with the Liber­
ated churches and establish sister-church relations if 
and when it can be done without endangering our view 
of God's grace. He has spent many enjoyable hours 
and days with immigrants in Canada and has learned 
to respect them as brethren and sisters in the Lord. 
But he also loves the Protestant Reformed heritage 
which our Covenant God gave us to enjoy and to pre­
serve for our children and the Church of God as it 
shall appear on this earth yet in the days to come. 
And he wants to be allowed to preach and to believe 
that truth in our churches in the days to come. There­
fore he has asked the question, if the Declaration by 
majority vote is declared to be unnecessary and illegal­
ly presented, what then? And if the request of the 
Mission Committee is also declared to be improper so 
that Synod says, “ Simply require a statement of agree­
ment with the Scriptures and the Confessions", what 
then? The Christian Reformed Churches will quote 
these to maintain “ Common Grace". Well, organize 
them then as Protestant Reformed Churches ? None 
of us would think of such a thing. But on the basis of 
the +����	������  then and not qn the basis of the De­
claration, may we not demand also of the Liberated 
that they deny that God declares to all baptized child­
ren His love for them? Let us be charitable with the 
Liberated, indeed, and let us exercise all patience, but 
let us also ask ourselves what the Rev. H. Veldman is 
constantly holding up before us, “ Do we as Protestant 
Reformed Churches have a distinctive calling?" Of 
course, we do, and on this we are all agreed. We have 
the testimony even from the Liberated themselves that 
the Rev. De Jong and the Rev. Kok fought vigorously 
for ���  view when they were there a short time ago. 
It is plain then, is it not, that we have a distinct and 
precious view of God's grace, also as applied to every 
baptized child ? We say again, let us deal in love and 
all patience with the Liberated both in Canada and in 
the Netherlands, but is it a lack of love to inform them 
that we believe that even as the Preaching of the 
Gospel is not grace to all who hear so the sacraments 
are not grace either to all who receive the sign ? What 
is unbrotherly about that? Is it a lack of love when 
we tell them that the love of God constrains us to 
defend also in regard to the sacrament of Baptism as 
well as in regard to the Preaching of the Gospel the 
truth that God's grace is particular? Since 1924 we 
have defended that truth of God's particular grace, 
and in 1940 our Synod (see Acts of Synod, 1940, p. 41) 
went on record to send a letter to the Christian Re­
formed Churches declaring that we consider this mat­
ter of the Preaching of the Gospel to be contrary to 
the Scriptures and the Confessions. We cannot see 
how Synod can do anything less then in June than to
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Exposition of I Cor. 15:25

“ Thus also it is written: the first man, Adam, be­
came a living soul; the last Adam became a quickening 
Spirit” . I Cor. 15:25.

We ended our last article with the remark, that if 
any man preached well on Genesis 2:7, he would also 
preach well on Revelations 22, by so doing.

It is well to keep this in mind. Better still: let us 
try to set this forth in the very passage of the Word 
of God under consideration. For here, in I Cor. 15:45, 
Paul is setting forth the full revelational and Christ- 
ological-Eschatological implication of Genesis 2:7.

Proof for our contention that this text is in its 
design Christological-Esehatological we have given in 
the former article. Into this we will not how enter 
more in detail. This would lead us too far from the 
purpose of this writing.

We will now simply listen to Paul and try to repro­
duce His excellent exegesis of Genesis 2:7. For Paul 
does more here than merely quote this passage. In 
quoting it he exegetes it for us. Let us not overlook 
this. It is the exegesis of the Holy Spirit in Paul.

The first man became a living soul, says Paul. 
Thus we literally read in Gen. 2:7. Literally the text 
reads: “And Jehovah God formed man of the dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life ; and man became a living soul.”

Concerning this passage we would notice the fol­
lowing :

In the first place that we are here dealing with 
the creation-account of how man �	���	� �� �����$� �����  
It is well to notice, that when the text speaks of “han” 
here it does not speak merely of the creation of Adam’s 
����  from the dust. God did not simply form Adam’s 
body from the dust, but God “ formed ��� ” from the 
dust of the earth. Then, too, we should notice that 
this creation act, whereby God formed man from the 
dust of the ground, so that he was constituted a “ living 
soul” , was a twofold act. Yet, it was one creation act. 
The entire man was formed from the dust. Part of 
that forming was, that God breathed into him the 
breath of life and thus the entire man �	���	� �� �����$  
�����

It should not escape our notice, that this notice of 
man’s becoming “ living soul” is recorded to us in 
Genesis 2 and not in Genesis 1. In Genesis 1 we read 
of the Monologue of God in which He speaks of how 
He would make man after His image and likeness, 
giving him to have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the fowl of the air and over every diving

creature that moveth upon the face of the earth. 
There we also read of the fact, that God created him 
male and female. The viewpoint there is the spiritual- 
ethical character of man, his exaltation above the other 
living creatures, in that he is created after the image 
of God. Man must portray God in His keeping of the 
commandments in true righteousness, holiness and 
knowledge. That is the view-point of the account of 
man’s creation in Gen. 1:26-28.

But in Gen. 2:7 the viewpoint is quite different. 
It is here that we see this man that is created after 
the image of God as he is ���������	�  living creature. 
God ���	  him �����$� ��	����	�  living soul, a nephesh 
chajah!

Now he is quite uniquely living soul, a nephesh 
chajah. I say this, because also all that God made to 
move upon the face of the earth is called “ living soul” , 
or “ living creature” . Thus we read in Gen. 1 :20-21 : 
“And God said, Let the waters swarm with swarms 
of �����$� ��	����	��  and let birds fly above the earth, 
in the open firmament of heaven. And God created 
great sea-monsters, and every living creature that 
moveth, wherewith the waters swarmed, after their 
kind, and every winged bird after his kind: And God 
saw that it was good.” This was His creation on the 
fifth day. It is the creation of fish and birds. And 
this moving creation, not tied to the earth in immobile 
fashion like as the trees, is called “ living soul” . Thus 
also in Gen. 1 :24: “And God said, Let the earth bring 
forth living, creatures after their kind, cattle and 
creeping things, and beasts of the earth after their 
kind: and it was so.” Also here the text speaks of the 
�����$� �����  To distinguish this �����$� ����  of the 
animal world from the “ living soul” of man the trans­
lators into the English language call the �����$� �����  
the nephesh chajah of the beast �����$� ��	����	�  while 
man is called a �����$� �����  However, in the Staten 
Vertaling, both are simply translated “ levende ziel” , 
that is, living soul.

Now, far be it from us to ever wish to identify the 
�����$� ����  of the animals, that move on the earth with 
the “ living soul” of man. The one is living soul turned 
face downward to the earth. The man is turned face 
upward toward God and serves God in his spirit, in 
his mind and will, which is ethically determined from 
the heart. He is the image-bearer of God. Yet, and 
that is my point, he is made living soul. He is out of 
the earth earthy.

That point of distinction must never be minimized 
by us. Let us not, therefore, be misinterpreted, nor 
misunderstood!

When we stress the truth that man became a “ living 
soul” we wish to point out the analogy between the 
animals and man; both walk on the earth; both eat 
the plants of the earth ; both need the same vitamins ; 
both have the increated power to reproduce its kind;
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day is fast approaching in which “ the two witnesses 
shall be killed.” Rev. 11.

ATTENTION! 

SOLDIERS 7  SAILORS

 	�	� ���� %�	�	 .

— The McCollum decision to be carried to its extreme? 
The Christian Century reports that “ Frank C. Hughes, 
an avowed atheist has filed a complaint against the 
University of Minnesota, charging it with wholesale 
violation of the Constitution in aiding campus religious 
activities. Mr. Hughes, . . . an alumnus says he in­
tends to fight his case to the Supreme Court and hopes 
for a decision similar to that handed in the McCollum 
case but this time affecting higher education.”

—Spain and the Gospel:

Spanish police have ordered a Cuban citizen who 
was working as a Protestant Missionary there to leave 
the country at once. The Spanish government forbids 
Protestants from making any effort to convert Roman 
Catholics to the Protestant faith.

— Chile and Education:

In Chile a new religious bill has been passed which 
makes Roman Catholic teaching obligatory in schools 
under state control.

— Greece and Education:

In Greece a private Christian School was forbidden 
to give instruction and its partially completed building 
abandoned. It was insisted by the government that no 
provisions were allowed by the government for such 
private education of a religious nature.

— Tibet :

By the “ Wachter” we are informed that the whole 
Bible is in the process of being printed in the Tibetan 
language.

J. Howerzyl.

Our Missionary, Rev. A. Cammenga, would like to 
obtain the names and addresses of our military men in 
the camps and ports of the State of Washington. 
Since he is located in the vicinity of several of these 
camps and ports it is possible that he can contact oar 
servicemen in this area and help provide for their 
spiritual needs. Kindly send all such names and ad­
dresses to:

Rev. A. Cammenga
Box 481
Sumas, Washington,

If any of our servicemen are at any time able to 
attend our services on Sunday in Lynden, Washington, 
we shall be happy to provide transportation informa­
tion and lodging. Write to the above address or phone 
992, Sumas, Washington.

PRAYER

For a Loved One In the Service

0  Lord, thou God in heaven above 
Look down upon me in thy love 
Hear this suppliant's humble plea 
And in mercy answer me.

Thou knowest my dear one, far from home 
Thou seest him, wher'er he roam 
On land, in air, or on the sea 
His way is truly known to thee.

In dangers great he oft may stand 
Keep him Lord, in thine own hand 
Keep him from harm and from all sin 
From harm without, from sin within.

IN MEMORIAM

The Consistory of the First Prot. Reformed Church of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, expresses sincere sympathy- to Rev. H. De 
W olf in the death of his father, and also to Elder H. Knott in 
the death of his sister, Mrs. ��� Kerkstra.

May our heavenly Father comfort the bereaved and may we 
at all times put our trust in Him.

II, Hoeksema, Pres.
J. M. Faber, Sec’y.

Let thy grace upon him rest 
His body guard, his spirit bless
And when thine own will it may be 
Return him safely home to me.

Then help me Lord, and give me grace 
To bow within thy holy place 
And give true thanks and praise to thee 
For mercies great to him and me.

— From Banner of Truth.
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