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In This Issue ...

Haveyouever tried toimagine what it must have been like for the children
of Israel to stand before Sinai? Jehovah Himself came down on that mount. The
mountain wasablaze, and the smoke of itbillowed up toward heaven. Thunder
and lightning burst forth from the thick cloud which covered it, and the whole
mount trembled greatly. And all of this was accompanied by a loud trumpet
blast which “waxed louder and louder.”

Have you ever wondered at the blowing of trumpets over the burnt
offerings and the sacrifices of old dispensational Israel? Man-made trumpets,
of ram’s horns, they were, serving not only to remind Israel of that blast from
Sinai, but to point them to better things to come — the fulfillment of all the
sacrifices, in the sinner-justifying sacrifice at Calvary.

And have you contemplated the thrilling sound of the trumpet yet to be,
the immediate harbinger of the Son of man, who in His return in power and
great glory will awaken those who sleep in the dust of the earth, and summon
all men to appear before the throne of judgment?

Is this final trumpet-blast to be understood metaphorically (as John
Calvin, the prince of exegetes, supposes)? Or will there actually be a reverber-
ating sound which pervadesthe universe, God's trumpet-blast, toannounce the
coming of His Son? Rev. Lubbers, in this issue, in his exposition of Psalm 81:3,
considers this and other questions concerning the significance of the blowing
of the trumpets “at the appointed time.” He does so as one who has for years
made a serious study of the concepts, and of the words and phrases, of Scripture
— by comparing Scripture with Scripture. And he does so as one who himself
looks for the experience of the reality of it all —soon. May we, in our reading
of his article, catch something of the thrill of that expectation.

Also in this issue is the annual index. Extensive cross-referencing makes
anindex moreuseful, butalsomore lengthy — at the expense of regular rubrics.
When we see how much we’ve displaced, we cannot help but wonder if we
made the right choice.

D.D.
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Meditation

Rev. Jason Kortering

Stand therefore, having your feet shod
with the preparation of the gospel of
peace.

Ephesians 6:15.

Your feet!

They also are important to a sol-
dier.

They need to be “shod” (to have
shoes)if we are to function effectively
in the battle of faith.

The health of the entire body is
important toa soldierand tohisarmy.
For this reason, physical examina-
tions are very thorough when one
volunteers for the armed forces of the
U.5.A. The critical test comes in the
heat of battle.

The inspired apostle Paul drew
from his familiarity with the Roman
soldier, as he compared the Christian
in the battle of faith to such a soldier.
In the preceding verses he made clear
that the real enemy in the battle of
faith is not one of flesh and blood, but
is an evil spirit, the prince of the
power of the air, Satan and all his
associates. Such evil spirits have ac-
cess to our inner being, can influence
our thoughts, our desires, our emo-
tions, and thus ultimately our deeds.
Healso uses evil men totemptus,and
sometimes he even poses as an angel
oflightby using “Christians” whoare
suchinnameonly, for they claim tobe
what they really are not. Satan and
his hosts shoot fiery darts at us in

Rev. Kortering is pastor of the Protestant
Reformed Church of Granduville, Michi-

gan.

A Soldier’s Proper

Footwear

order to persuade us to forsake what
we believe to be the truth of God's
Word and to abandon our Christian
commitment to obey God rather than
man. It is the goal of our spiritual
enemy to dissuade us with respect to
our faith, and to defeat us through
discouragement or evil influence.

God in His mercy has provided
us with armor.

Yes, this includes the girdle of
truth, the breastplate of righteous-
ness, but also the shoes of the prepa-
ration of the gospel of peace.

Healthy feet are important to a
soldier. His feet support his entire
body. All his functions as a soldier
depend upon his ability to stand up.
Besides this, his feet enable him to
move about. With his feet he can
march for miles to confront the en-
emy. Once heis in position for battle,
his feet enable him to run, to jostle for
position, to surround the enemy. All
of this is impossible if he suffers blis-
ters, torn ligaments, broken bones, or
any injury to his feet.

Tokeephis feethealthy, heneeds
footwear.

Forthe Romansoldier this meant
thathe had to have the sandals which
had hobnails pounded into the soles.
These spike-like devices on the soles
of his shoes assisted him greatly in
getting about.

Thesesandals helped the soldier
in three ways. First, they enabled the
soldier to geta firm grip. Frequently
the army would traverse wet or even
icy paths. They would havetofightin
fields wet with dew. Unless he had
his hobnailed sandals he would slip
aboutand lose grip, but with hisboots
he was sure-footed. Secondly, the
boots protected his feet, notonly from

the stony path or rocky heights, but
also from sharp, spear-like sticks
which the enemy would often dig
into the earth in order to injure the
feet of enemy soldiers, who would
stumble and fall on the sharp points.
His sandals would keep his feet from
injury and enable him to pursue the
enemy. Finally, the sandals allowed
extensive mobility. The Romans had
learned from Alexander the Great
thataneffective strategy in battle was
to move an entire army quickly, and
attack the enemy without warning.
This required the soldiers to run
swiftly for miles, often under cover of
darkness. Hisboots would allow him
to take such punishment. We saw in
therecent Desert Storm how the same
thing holds true today, even though
much of modern warfare is mecha-
nized, using armored personnel car-
riers, tanks, and such like.

How doesthisapply tothe Chris-
tian soldier?

Our feet represent our spiritual
readiness. Just as the loins symbolize
the deep spiritual convictions which
are activated by the girdle of truth,
and just as the breast includes our
spiritual heart which alone can be
guarded by the blessed truth that we
are righteous in Jesus Christ alone, so
now our feet represent our spiritual
ability tomarchand tostand inbattle.
For this reason, the inspired apostle
speaks of the “preparation of the gos-
pel of peace.” That word preparation
has the idea of readiness, prepared-
ness. This is emphasized because if
we have spiritually healthy feet we
are agile in battle and ready to move
about.

Todo that we need proper foot-
wear.

September 15, 1991/ Standard Bearer /483



From a spiritual point of view,
we need the same three advantages
which the soldier had with his boots.

Too many Christians have
foot-trouble because they do
not have the proper boots.

First, we need to be sure-footed.
What a tragedy when the Christian
soldier slips about when the battle
rages. Is this not what is taking place
in the church world today? Too many
Christians have foot-trouble because
they do not have the proper boots.
The result of this is only too evident.
Look how unsure they are about the
Word of God itself. They slip and
slide. Some suggest that the Bible is
the product of God and man; others
say there are human errors in it; and
stillothers slipupontherock of higher-
criticism. No wonder, then, that they
compromise also in their confession
of what that Bible teaches. They com-
promise on the doctrine of predesti-
nation. They prefer tospeakofdivine
selection rather than election,and they
certainly say nothing about reproba-
tion. Evolution is more plausible an
explanation for origin than creation,
and miracles are denied or explained
away. How beautiful when the Chris-
tian soldier wears his boots in the
battle and follows the exhortation,
"Watch ye, stand fast in the faith” (I
Cor. 16:13).

Secondly, with the proper foot-
wear, the Christian soldier is pro-
tected from the embedded spiritual
sticks which would trip him up and
injure him. Yes, Satanis cleverand his
wiles relentless. Look how persis-
tently he assaults the church with this
nonsense of women's liberation.
Some churches are so wounded that
they allow the ordination of women
in the office of the ministry. Then he
switches histacticsand without warn-
ing throws us into deep depression
because of the difficulties and hard-
ships of life. When we have our foot-
wearright, we areable to stand fastin
the evil day.

Finally, the boots enable ustobe
muobile. This is true in two ways. On
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the one hand we are alert to stay on
the front line of attack. In general we
can say that Satan attacks the entire
world. Look at the effect of drugs,
rock culture, secularism, and materi-
alism in society in general. Satan at-
tacks the church world with Liberal-
ism, charismatic sentimentalism,and
Arminiansyncretism. If we look more
carefully at the Reformed family of
churches, we can see the same in-
roads; but in addition we find care-
less preaching, neglect of Reformed
Confessions, and world conformity.
The shoes will keep us as Christian
soldiers ready in the front line of the
battle. From a positive point of view,
it will also keep us alert for opportu-
nities to preach the gospel through-
out the world as God opens doors.
The second way we can be alert is to
use the most modern means for the
sake of the gospel. We live in a high-
tech society, with modern communi-
cations, computers, information
movement that makes the tape re-
corder like a Model-T. The church
has opportunity to make use of all
these things for the sake of the gospel.

What are these “shoes” which
afford proper footwear?

The gospel of peace. Notice the
reasoning of the apostle? If we have
our feet shod we will be ready. The
sourceof thisreadinessis found in the
gospel. Why is this true? Because the
content of the gospel is peace.

Peace as used here is not exter-
nal, but internal. It is inner calm,
quielness.

If a soldier is to be ready for
battle, he needs this peace. The oppo-
site is fear, confusion, inner turmeoil.
Such a soldier will freeze in battle,
grownumband useless. For the Chris-
tianthe sameistrue. [f wedonothave
peace inside, we cannot be ready to
function in battle.

The church which is inter-
nally divided,... cannot con-
centrate on the enemy.

This peace is threefold. Itis, first
of all,and basic toall, peace withGod.
“Being justified by faith wehave peace

with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ” (Rom. 1:1, 2). Still more, “The
God of peace, the great shepherd of
thesheep...make you perfectinevery
good work” (Heb. 13:20, 21). Our
peace with God is in the blood of
Jesus, which provides forgiveness,
and in the Spiritof Jesus, whogivesus
holiness. Secondly, itisimportantthat
we have peace within ourselves. De-
spair brings defeat. We need to know
that God is in control of all things,
“For we know that all things work
together for good to them that love
God” (Rom. 8:28). We need to be at
peace with oneanother. Anarmy that
has soldiers fighting and bickering
among themselves cannot concentrate
on the enemy. The church which is
internally divided, thecovenanthome
which has husband and wife fighting
or parents and children fighting, can-
not concentrate on the enemy. They
are defeated by their own division.
This does not mean unity atany price.
It means unity in the love of God.

This peace becomes ours by the
gospel. The good news is that Christ
has made our peace with God and has
defeated Satan. When thisis heralded
to us and worked in us by the Holy
Spirit we are able to enjoy the words
of Isaiah 26:3: “Thou wilt keep himin
perfect peace whose mind is stayed
on thee.”

When ourspiritual feetare shod
withsuchagospel weare sure-footed,
for we value that peace and will not
compromise forit. Welove the gospel
and the peace it gives; hence we will
defend it and will resist all efforts by
Satan totake itaway. What joy itis to
be ready to live according to that
gospel and to lay hold of the peace
that passeth understanding,

If we are going to have our feet
shod with these boots, we have to
take the gospel preaching seriously,
and with prayer be faithful in the
hearing and doing of that word.

Stand, then, in the line of battle
where God has placed you.

May God's peace make you
ready and steady in the battle. O



Editorial

Last year, the Reformed
Churches in The Netherlands (“Lib-
erated”) and their sister churches in
Morth America, the Canadian and
American Reformed Churches, cel-
ebrated the 100th anniversary of the
birth of Professor Dr. Klaas Schilder.
The Dutch religious magazines made
plain that much was made of this
celebrationall yearlong. The October
6, 1990 issue of De Reformatie (The
Reformation), magazine of the “Lib-
erated” Churches, was devoted to the
life and work of Dr. Schilder.

Klaas Schilder was a notable
Reformed theologianand churchman
in The Netherlands. Many American
preachers know him through his pro-
found trilogy on the suffering of
Christ. Schilder died in 1952.

Spokesmen from other Re-
formed churches joined in the com-
memoration. Oneintriguing instance
wastheappearanceof theaged Dr.G.
C. Berkouwer at a gathering that was
intended to honor the memory and
work of Dr. Schilder. Berkouwer was
president of the 1944 synod of the
Reformed Churches in The Nether-
lands (GKN) that deposed Schilder
and, thus, occasioned the splitin that
denomination that resulted in the
“Liberated” Churches.

There is something tobe said for
celebrations of this kind as long as
they do not degenerate into the wor-
ship of a man. The “Liberated” used
this commemeoration to good advan-
tage. They reminded their people of
their history; refreshed themselvesin
the theology of Schilder; taught their
youthwhatthe “Liberated” Churches

A Belated

Contribution to the

Schilder

Commemoration

stand for; published books by and
about Schilder; and promoted the
cause of the “Liberated” Churches in
the wider Reformed community.

Itis to be regretted that the Prot-
estant Reformed Churches (PRC) al-
lowed the 100th anniversary of the
birth of Rev. Herman Hoeksema to
pass by in 1986 without such a cel-
ebration. Perhaps the European
churches have more of a heart for this
than do American churches.

The Schilder Connection

It is fitting that there be some
contribution to the Schilder com-
memoration from the side of the PRC.
In important respects, there is agree-
ment between the PRC and the theol-
ogy of Klaas Schilder. Schilder wasa
staunch defender and ardent advo-
cate of the Reformed faith as set forth
in the Reformed confessions. He in-
sisted that the “Three Formsof Unity”
are the basis of the faith and work of
Reformed believers and their chil-
dren, notonly in church butalsoinall
of earthly life. Schilder would have
repudiated the notion that the Re-
formed confessionsareaninadequate
basis of the Christian school and that
a separate “school creed” must be
drawn up for this purpose.

In his church struggles in the
1930s, Schilder stood for the antith-
esis against encroaching worldliness
and against the encouragementof this
worldliness by theologians who
wanted tobring together “cultureand
Christianity.” Schilder warned
against Abraham Kuyper's theory of
cOommon grace as a threat to the an-
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tithesis. Inabook published as part of
the Schilder commemoration, Schil-
der’s Struggle for the Unity of the
Church, the author remarks on
Schilder’s conviction that the Kuyper
of common grace was destroying the
Kuyper of theantithesis (cf. pp.57,73,
and 181). Common grace was con-
tributing to a process in The Nether-
lands in which “the Secession and the
Doleantie (reformations of the Dutch
Reformed church in 1834 and in 1886
— DJE) were denied, and also the
Synod of Dort” (p. 104). This convic-
tion, of course, Herman Hoeksema
had come to some years earlier, as the
author of Schilder's Strugglealsonotes
(cf. pp. 571L.).

The PRC are also in agreement
with Schilder in their rejection of syn-
odical hierarchy. The church is the
local congregation. The congregation
is autonomous. It is a real danger,
and a grievous sin, that synods usurp
power over the congregations. One
outstanding instance of this usurpa-
tion of power is synod’s exercise of
the keys of the kingdom of heaven in
deposing officebearers.

It is also appropriate that there
be some participation in the Schilder
celebration from the side of the PRC
because Schilder became part of the
history of the PRC. When Schilder
visited the United States in 1938 and
1939, Herman Hoeksema and the PRC
gave him a warm welcome. Schilder
was instrumental at that time to ar-
range a meeting of Protestant Re-
formed and Christian Reformed
officebearers to discuss the reunion
of the two denominations.
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The friendly relationship be-
tween Dr. Schilder and the PRC is
reflected in the “Acts of the Synod
1940 of the PRC.”" Almost the first
decision of this synod was an expres-
sion of concern for the welfare of
Schilder, who by this time had run
afoul of the Nazi invaders of The
Netherlands:

In view of the invasion of The Neth-
erlands, concern has been expressed
regarding the welfare of Dr. K.
Schilder, and especially whereas
there are rumors afloat of such a
nature as to increase such concern,
the Synod decides that the
moderamenshall, through the proper
office in Washington, D.C,, send a
cablegram to The Metherlands, re-
questing informationas to the condi-
tion, welfare and whereabouts of Dr.

K. Schilder (Art. 16).

Also in 1947, when Schilder re-
turned to the States, the PRC were
opentothe Dutch theologian, whereas
the Christian Reformed Church(CRC)
closed all doors to him. As the author
of Schilder’s Struggle observes in an-
other book, Terugzien Na Vijfen-
twintig Jaren (Looking Back after
Twenty-Five Years):

If the Protestant Reformed Churches
had not welcomed Dr. Schilder in
North America, people would have
known little or nothing of what had
taken place in The Netherlands dur-
ing the war-years. Atbest, they would
have knownaboutitmerelyina very
one-sided light(p. 59, my translation
of the Dutch — DJE).

But theresultof the close contact
between Schilder and the PRC was
the most severe internal struggle that
the PRC have ever endured — the
splitin the Churches of 1953 in which
the PRC lost the majority of their
congregations and membership. As
the book, Schilder’'s Struggle, ob-
serves, “Schilder... played arole (with-
outintendingtodoso)inthesplitthat
took placein the Protestant Reformed
Churches in 1953” (p. 422). For this
reason too the PRC ought to be heard
from on the occasion of the celebra-
tion of the anniversary of Schilder’s
birth.

A Notable Book
My contribution takes the form
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of a hearty recommendation to our
readers of the book referred toabove,
Schilder’s Struggle for the Unity of
the Church, by Rudolf van Reest
(Neerlandia, Alberta, Canada: Inher-
itance Publications, 1990). The book
is Theodore Plantinga’s fine transla-
tion in one easy-reading volume of
vanReest's two-volume work, Opdat
zij allen een zijn (That They All May
Be One), originally published in 1962
and 1963. The price is $26.60 (U.S.) or
$29.95 (CN).

Schilder's Strugglepresentsa fas-
cinating description of a powerful,
gifted Christian personality and an
important Reformed theologian. The
book also sketches Schilder’s life and
work.

The most valuable aspect of the
book is its account of Schilder's
struggle for the reformation of the
Reformed Churches in The Nether-
lands that ended with his deposition
in 1944 and with the founding of the
“Liberated” Churches. The back-
ground of this church split included
the appearance of sheer modernism
in the church, e.g., J. G. Geelkerken's
denial of the historicity of Genesis 3;
the growing influence in the GKN of
the theology of Karl Barth (firmly
opposed by Schilder from the very
beginning); and the opposition by
Schilder and others to what they
viewed as the “scholastic theclogy”
of Abraham Kuyper. Specifically, the
leaders of the “Liberation” objected
to Kuyper’s doctrines of common
grace; the pluriformity of the church;
and the covenant and infant baptism.
The doctrine of the covenant became
the issue that split the churches.

Atthe same time that the church
struggle was raging, from 1940 to
1944, The Netherlands suffered un-
der the invasion and occupation of
Nazi Germany. Because of his coura-
geous warning to Reformed Chris-
tians against the Nazi movement, es-
pecially in the church paper of which
he was editor, De Reformatie (The
Reformation), Schilder was impris-
oned for several months. Soon after
his release from prison, he was forced
togo “underground,” a fugitive from
the Nazis. During thistime, the synod

of the Reformed Churches deposed
him from office both as a professor
and as a minister of the gospel.

Cur Protestant Reformed read-
ers will appreciate the frequent refer-
encesin Schilder’s Struggleto Herman
Hoeksema and the PRC. Schilderand
Hoeksema were good friends. The
author, Rudolf van Reest (pen name
for K. C. van Spronsen), was also a
friend of Hoeksema and sympathetic
to the PRC. Translator Theodore
Plantinga has added a 25-page ap-
pendix detailing the contact between
Schilder and the PRC that makes the
book even more interesting to the
Protestant Reformed reader.
Plantinga’s treatment is fair and for
the most part accurate.

Another appendix gives
Schilder's article, “The Stocking is
Finished,” on the rupture of relations
with the PRC, as well as excerpts from
Hoeksema's response. Schilder con-
cluded his article with a comment on
the “beautiful life” of Hoeksema and
with a farewell to “our friend
Hoeksema.” Hoeksema on his part
responded by questioning whether
the stocking of relations between the
“Liberated” and the PRC wasindeed
finished. He suggested that the two
denominations begin knitting anew,
establishing some formof official con-
tact. In case Schilder did not desire
this, Hoeksema would bid friend
Schilder farewell (“Vale, Amice
Schilder”).

Serious Differences

The warm personal friendship
between the two Reformed theolo-
gians and church leaders must not
hide the serious theological and
church political differences between
the “Liberated” and the PRC. The
PRC have objections to “Liberated”
doctrine and church polity that touch
the very heart of the “Liberation” of
1944. The contribution of the PRC to
the Schilder commemoration is by no
means pure celebration.

There is the question whether
the “Liberated” have so reacted to
synodical hierarchy as to repudiate
the real authority ascribed to the
broader assemblies by the Church



Order of Dordt. Thatthe synod of the
GKN acted hierarchically in the years
leading up to and including 1944 is
beyond dispute. Synod took up the
matter of doctrinal differences in the
churches on its own, without any
appeal oroverture from the churches.
It continued itself in existence year
after year. Ittreated the matterslead-
ingtoSchilder'sdepositionin secrecy.
It condemned Schilder without giv-
ing him a hearing, indeed during the
time when he could not defend him-
self because of his hiding from the
Nazis. The grossest usurpation of
authority was synod’s deposition of
officebearers.

But Schilder reacted to synodi-
cal decisions, prior to his deposition,
by publicly declaring to all the
consistories that he would not be
bound by the decisions of synod and
by agitating against the decisions of
synod. This violated Article 31 of the
Church Order of Dordt. The “Liber-
ated” Churches have incessantly re-
ferred to synodical authority as
“synodocracy,” as though there is no
legitimate authority of synod over
the consistory.

A “no” to Abraham Kuyper’'s
theory of the presupposed
regeneration of every baptized
child does not imply a “yes”
to the “Liberated” doctrine of
a conditional promise to
every baptized child.

Schilder himself opposed the
tendency of the “Liberated” Churches
to throw out the baby of synodical
authority with the bathwater of hier-
archy by declaring, in characteristi-
cally striking language, that Christ
shed His blood also for the church
federation. Butif van Reestis correct,
thatitis the church polity of the “Lib-
erated” Churches that for a decision
of synod to be considered settled and
binding the decision must first be
ratified by the consistory, the “Liber-
ated” have abandoned Reformed
churchgovernment forindependency
(cf. Schilder’s Struggle, p.330). Inthis

case, the split from the “Liberated”
Churches in the 1960s by a group that
flatly denied all synodical authority
and that virtually rejected the de-
nominational bond was the bitter har-
vest of seed sown in the “Liberation”
of 1944,

Leaving outof consideration the
difficulty that the “Liberated” seem
to have to make clear that they donot
claim to be the only true churches of
Christon earth, as wellas theirappar-
ent rejection of the church invisible,
the doctrinal controversy of the PRC
with the “Liberated” Churches con-
cerns the doctrine that was for the
“Liberated” the very heart of the “Lib-
eration”: the covenant and infant
baptism.

The PRC judge the “Liberated”
covenant doctrine to be a serious de-
parture from the truth of sovereign,
particular grace as confessed in the
Canonsof Dordt. A “no” to Abraham
Kuyper's theory of the presupposed
regeneration of every baptized child
does not imply a “yes” to the “Liber-
ated” doctrine of a conditional prom-
ise to every baptized child.

Inaccuracies and a False Charge
The chapter by Professor
Plantinga on Schilder’s contacts with
the CRC and especially with the PRC
doescontain twoinaccuracies. Oneis
the statement that the CRC set aside,
or substantially loosened, her dedi-
sions on common grace when the
large group of formerly Protestant
Reformed peoplereturned tothe CRC
inthe early 1960s. The “ Actsof Synod
1962" of the CRC shows that the CRC
expressly maintained the binding
character of the decisions of the synod
of 1924 on common grace, in spite of
the plea of the returning group that
the “Three Points” be “without fur-
ther binding force.” The erstwhile
Protestant Reformed people capitu-
lated totally, declaring that they no
longer considered the “Three Points”
tobe Pelagianand Arminian. Indeed,
they publicly declared that they “do
not contend that they (the “Three
Points” — DJE) are in conflict with
Scripture and the Three Forms of
Unity.” The CRC on its part merely

recognized and bore with “scruples
you may have.” But they prohibited
the returning group from agitating
against the doctrine of common grace.
The “Three Points of Common Grace”
are still binding in the CRC! (C¥. the
“CRC Actsof Synod 1962,” pp. 456ff.)
Misleading is Plantinga's state-
ment that the “Declaration of Prin-
ciples,” adopted by the PRCin 1951 to
set forth the Protestant Reformed cov-
enant view againstthe “Liberated,” is
a document “to which one had to
assent as a Protestant Reformed
officebearer” (p. 426). In fact, Protes-
tant Reformed officebearers are re-
quired only tosubscribe to the “Three
Forms of Unity.” The “Preamble”
itselfof the “Declarationof Principles”
states that the document is “to be
used only by the Mission Committee
and the missionaries for the organiza-
tion of prospective churches ....”

If the doctrine of the Canons
is gospel,
so also is the covenant
conception of the PRC gospel.

Plantinga is not to be faulted for
thefalse chargeagainst the Protestant
Reformed doctrine of the covenant by
“Liberated” theologian Jelle Faber
included in a quotation of Faber by
Flantinga. In the book, Interviews
over25jaarvrijmaking, Dr. Faber has
characterized the covenant concep-
tionof the PRC as “fatalism grounded
in election” (quoted in Schilder’s
Struggle, p.428). On the contrary, the
covenant conception of the PRC is
nothing more or less than the Canons
of Dordt's doctrine of God's sover-
eignty in salvation applied to the cov-
enant. If the doctrine of the Canons s
gospel, so also is the covenant con-
ception of the PRC gospel. If the
covenant conception of the PRC is
fatalism, so also is the doctrine of the
Canons fatalism.

A Question about Contact
Commemorating theanniversa-
ries of our Reformed fathers is pleas-
ant, easy work. More difficult is the
task of maintaining and developing
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in our own time the Reformed theol-
ogy thatour fathersloved and handed
down tous. Especially difficultis this
task when, at certain points, we must
correct the theological work of our
fathers themselves. The possibility is
a love for Reformed truth that out-
strips love for our fathers. Amicus
Socrates, sed magis amicus veritas.

Both the “Liberated” Churches
and the PRC profess to be committed
to this difficult task.

In this connection, I pose a ques-
tion. The “Liberated” Churcheshave
taken the lead in creating a new Re-
formed ecumenical body, the Inter-
national Conference of Reformed
Churches (ICRC). The Conference

was constituted at Groningen, The
Metherlands in 1982,

Isit possible for the “Liberated”
Churches to invite the PRC to partici-
pate?

If the “Liberated” invite, are the
PRC able to accept?

Oristhe stocking really finished?

a

—DJE

Letters

Appreciation for the 5B on Tape
Wereceive The Standard Bearer
on tape (as well as in written form).
The family listens to the tape while
they are working. It is easier for the
younger children to follow and com-
prehend the printed article while lis-
tening to the tape. We pass on the
tapes toan elderly couple whose eye-
sightis failing. We really like the way
that the articles of the SB are read on
the tapes (by Mr. Ken Rietema —
DJE). His work is very much appre-
ciated here in Burnie. We also are
thankful that we may keep the tapes
either for later reference or for loan-

ing them tootherswhoareinterested.
(Mr. and Mrs.) N. Kleyn
Burnie, Tasmania

Response:

We remind our readers that The
Standard Bearer is available on cas-
sette tape from

The Evangelism Society
Southeast Prot. Ref'd. Church
c/o Mr. Ken Rietema

1535 Cambridge Ave. S.E.

Grand Rapids, MI 49506.
Those who have difficulty reading or
those who may prefer to listen to the
5B on tape, perhaps while driving,

are invited to request this regular
service from The Evangelism Society
of Southeast.

—Ed.

A very big thank you for The
Standard Bearer. | look foritscoming
each fortnight with much expectancy
and have profited much through read-
ing its pages during the few years in
which I have been a regular reader. |
only wish that I could interest some of
my friendsand persuade them to take
out subscriptions too.

Eric F. Sinclair
Dover, Kent, England

From Holy Writ

Rev. George Lubbers

Rev. Lubbers isa minister emeritusin the
Protestant Reformed Churches.
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Exposition of
Psalm 81:3 (continued)

(Note: The article of which thisisa
continuation appeared in the March 1,
1991 issue, pp. 261-263.)

“Blow up the rumpet in the new
moon, in the time appointed, on our
solemn feast day. For this was a
statute for Israel, and alaw of the God
of Jacob.... lam the LORD thy God...”
(Psalm 81:3ff.).

Qur first essay on this subject

ended withthe promisethat we would
continue the discussion concerning a
reference to Numbers 10:10: “Also in
the day of your gladness, and in your
solemn days, and in the beginning of
your months, ye shall blow with the
trumpets over your burnt offerings,
and over the sacrifices of your peace
offerings; that they may be to you for
a memorial before your God: lam the
Lord (JEHOVAH) your God"!



These sacrifices would be fin-
ished for that particular feast day in
the Old Testament. And they would
needs be re-enacted from age to age
and from generation to generation
until the time of reformation, when
all the sacrifices and ceremonies of
the law would be disannulled be-
cause of the weakness and un-profit-
ableness thereof. But there was an
abiding significance in each one of
these hundreds of thousands of sacri-
ficesoverwhich thepriestshad blown
the trumpetsof theram'shorns. These
alllay before God, Jehovah, the judge
of heaven and earth, as believing,
hoping Israel of God; they are toIsrael
as a memorial before their God.

In our former article we wrote
that “the bringing of these sacrifices
was no vain, empty show. It was a
legal enactment before the face of God,
whoisthe Judge of every sinnerin the
day when all the saints shall appear
before Christ (II Cor. 6:10)." To this
we now add that this enactment indi-
cated that the terms of the covenant
were such that Christ, the King Priest
to come, is the “Surety” of a better
testament (Heb. 7:22). This “memo-
rial” was the content of the cup which
was handed to Jesus in Gethsemane,
which Hewastodrink to the lastdrop
of His sacrificial sufferings on the
Cross, which stood outside of the
gate at the holy camp of Israel. Here
Jesus in perfect obedience drank the
cupof thewrathof Jehovahagainstall
the sins of His people. Truly, the
blowing of the trumpet in the temple
in Jerusalem proclaimed loudly thata
better day must come, and that this
day would surely come, when the
Immanuel Child, JESUS, would save
His people from their sins!

Whata “handwriting” there was
against each of us before God, the
righteous Judge. None of the sinsand
judgments of death and hell were
truly removed atthese feastdays. But
Psalm 40:6-9 trumpets not an uncer-
tain sound. It trumpets from age to
age that the Christ, the Messiah to
come, is the “end of the law for righ-
teousness to every one that believes”
{(Rom. 10:4; Matt.5:17). Here in Psalm
40:6-9 Israel learned to look beyond

these unacceptable sacrifices to the
great voice of the better High Priest,
who said “In the volume of the book
it is written of me, I delight to do thy
will, Omy God: yea, thy law is within
my heart.” These wordsthebelieving
saints in the Old Testament confessed
on their appointed feast days, when
the priests blew the trumpets upon
their sacrifices.

These trumpets announced in
faith that one day Christ would hear
all these trumpet blasts, which cried
and cried and cried for the one who
could and would blow the very
“trump of God” and would say in a
loud voice: “Itis finished.” The time
has come tosilence the “memorial” of
Israel before God. Romans 3:25, 26
tells us that at Calvary God set forth
Christ Jesus “to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood, to declare
his righteousness for the remission of
sins that are past, through the forbear-
ance of God; to declare, | say, at this
time his righteousness: thathe might
be just, and a justifier of him which
believeth in Jesus.”

Here at Calvary we hear the
trumpet blast fulfilled which God
blew longanloud. Here thecovenant
words were truly sealed in the blood
of the Lamb of God which carries
away the sin of the world. But this
trumpetat Calvary no priest after the
order of Aaron can or need blow. It
was the trump of God which was
heard atSinai by all the congregation,
and they with Moses exceedingly
feared and trembled. Here the trum-
petblewatCalvary, and Satanand all
the hosts of hell were made an open
shame forever. Revelation 12:10 tells
us that John heard “a loud voice say-
ing in heaven, Now is come salvation,
and strength, and the kingdom of our
God, and the power of his Christ: for the
accuser of our brethren is cast down,
which accused them before our God day
and night. And they overcame him by the
blood of the Lamb....”

Such was the fulfillment of the
manifold trumpet blasts over Israel’s
sacrifices by the priesthood of Aaron.

It wasall fulfilled in the trumpet
sound of God's eternal approval of
the High Priest after the order of

Melchisedec, who blew the trumpet

- at the end of His sufferings in such a

way that “behold, the veil in the temple
was rent in twain from the top to the
bottom, and the earth did quake and
the rocks rent; and the graves were
opened...!"” Here the trumpet sound
of the Gospel gavenoindefinite sound:
for it was loudly proclaimed that He
was not merely the God of father
Abrahambutof “us also whobelieve,
Jew and Gentile.” For He was deliv-
ered as a sacrifice for our transgres-
sion (Is. 53:5, 6, 10) but was raised
because of Christ's sinner-justifying
justification!

Here, letall the trumpets sound!

“The solemn feast days” werea
statute for Israel, and alaw of the God
of Jacob. And this law did not merely
sound forth from Sinai’s fiery, lofty
heights, but it is now the law which
went forthin thelatter day outof Zion
(Is. 2:3b). For this law is the sweet,
certain trumpet sound of the Gospel
which is heard to the end of the earth,
unto the isles of the sea!

Glad tidings of good things; the
sure mercies of David fulfilled. Wa-
ter withoutmoney and without price.

But there is more to be said con-
cerning this blowingof the trumpetin
the light of Scripture.

The question is: Did the trump
of God also blow at the occasion of
Jesus’ gloriousascension intoheaven?
For in I Timothy 3:16 we read “re-
ceived upin glory.” Surely thismeans
more than that Jesus’ ascensionended
in His sitting at God’s right hand.
Yes, it means that too, as is evident
from Hebrews 1:3,4. For notonly did
He sit down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high, but also as the First-
born Son of God He was made so
muchbetter than theangels,as Hehas
by inheritance obtained a more excel-
lent name than they. But the exalta-
tion from Olives’ heights, the passing
through the heavens, was in itself a
most glorious mystery. He went up
very gloriously. Factis that it wasas
glorious as will be His return upon
the clouds of heaven in the last day.
For the Son of man shall come in all
Hisglory (Matt.25:31). Heshall come
in the glory of His Father with His
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angels. He shall then come as the
judge of the nations.

Now when we turn to Psalm
47:5weread that God is gone up with
ashout, the LORD (Jehovah) with the
sound of a frumpet. If Jesus willreturn
in like manner as the disciples saw
Him leave on the cloud of glory, shall
He then not return with the sound of
the trumpet? Such isindeed the clear
statement of the Scriptures.

The trumpet sound shallaccom-
pany Jesus’ return from heaven. Thus
we read the most comforting word of
God in I Corinthians 15:51, 52: “Be-
hold, I shew you a mystery; we shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed, in a moment, in the twin-
kling of an eye, at the last trump: for
the trumpetshall sound, and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we
shall all be changed.” Furthermore,
we read in I Thessalonians 4:16, “For
the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first.”

God wentupin Jesus Christmost
gloriously. It was with the sound of
the trumpet. Now this speaks vol-
umes, does it not? It means that this
will be the call of the dead from the
grave. For all that are in the grave
shall hear the voice (the trumpet voice)
of the Son of man and shall rise. Yes,
they shall come forth from the grave
— they who have done good unto the
resurrection of life, and they who
have done evil unto the resurrection
of damnation (John 5:28, 29). This is
trulyamarvelous authority given unto
the Son. And this is accompanied by
the blowing of the trump of God. For
the just it is the call to enter into the
heavenly Canaan, even as Israel in
Joshua's days occupied the land of
promise by the sound of the seven-
fold trumpets which were blown by
the priests, as they walked about Jeri-
cho. Thus also we shall inherit the
kingdom of God and forever be with
the Lord, our glorious King of kings,
and Lord of lords, in the new cre-
ation. And the wicked shall be cast
out of the land forever.

Yes, it will be the trump of God.
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This trump will be heard in thekingly,
almighty shout of God calling all
heaven toattention thatthe great Day
of the Lord has come.

Is it too farfetched to conclude
that also in Christ’s ascension there
was the voice of the trump of God,
and the glory accorded to Christ, the
author of eternal salvation, who is
acclaimed in heaven by God Himself
to the joy of all the angels in heaven?
Once all the angels of God were sum-
moned to sing the victorious song,
“Glory toGod in the highest heavens,
and peace on earth to the men of
God’s eternal, sovereign good plea-
sure.” For the same Christ, who went
up with a shout, with the sound of the
trumpet shall thus return. And thisis
all connected with the feast of trum-
pets when all the trumpets were
sounded upon the promissory sacri-
fices, as a remembrance to [srael with
God.

What about the entire New Tes-
tament era, when all shall see the Son
of man coming in His glory, as testi-
fied the humbled Christ standing be-
fore the Jewish council to be con-
demned to be delivered to Pontius
Filate? All through the New Testa-
ment both the evil and the righteous
see the Lord sitting on the right hand
of power, and coming in the clouds of
heaven (Matt. 26:64). This we see in
the gathering of the church by Christ
who told His disciples “Lo, lam with
you alway, even unto the end (con-
summation) of the world, Amen”
(Matt. 28:20). But this is also seen in
the judgments which come upon the
nations, from Jesus, who has the right
to take the book from Him who sits

upon the throne. Thisis the book with
the seven seals, the seven frumpels
and theseven vials full of the wrath of
God.

Yes, there are seven trumpels too.
And these all lead to the overthrow-
ing of the power of the beast, and to
the eternal glory of the saints. Ever
the trumpets are blowing from the
temple of God. Shall these trumpets
cease being blown in heaven’s glory
unto all eternity, the endless ages to
come?

Itis a good question. And here
[ cannot quote a text. But the endless
Psalms will then be fulfilled in Christ,
the chief Musician, in the triumphant
trumpetsound in the glorified church,
which is the fullness of Him that fills
all in all. Shall these saints who sing
the “new song” need to be admon-
ished to sing, as this is done in Psalm
150:1-67 Most spontaneously shall
they break forth as a mighty throng,
as the sound of many waters. Hear
them sing, as angels never did or
shall.

They are praising God in the
sanctuary, whichisHisdwelling place
in the Spirit, as this is built upon the
foundation of the Apostles and Proph-
ets. And of this, Jesus is the chief
Cornerstone laid in Zion.

They praise God for His mighty
acts, according to His excellent great-
ness.

Hear that trumpet sound,
mingled with psaltery and harp, with
the timbrel in the holy dance, and the
beautiful strains of the organ and the
sweet stringed instruments.

And the whole earth joined in.
Amen. Yes, Amen. O

Blow up the trumpet
in the new moon,
in the time appointed,
on our solemn feast day.

—




The Strength
of Youth

Rev. Barrett Gritters

As preparation for reading or
discussing this article, read and
study the following texts in their
contexts: Daniel 7:10, Matthew
13:24-30, Matthew 25:31-46, Acts
10:42, Acts 17:31, Romans 2:16,
Romans 14:10-12, II Corinthians
5:10, Hebrews 9:27, I Peter 1:17,
Jude 14,15, Revelation 20:12,13.
See also Heidelberg Catechism,
Lord's Day 19 and Belgic Confes-
sion, Article 37, Perhaps a good
exercise would be towrite out the
shorter ones on a piece of paper,
and summarize the longer ones
in your own words. Now, with
the Word of God at your hand,
read what follows.

When we stand before the great
white throne and the Lord asks us,
“What have you done to Me in your
life?” what will we say? When the
books (that is, our consciences) are
opened, what will be seen? When
souls are laid bare, hearts opened,
consciences turned inside out, how
will we feel? When “every man's
works will be made manifest, for the
day shall declareit, becauseitshall be
revealed by fire,” and when the Lord
will “bring to light the hidden things
of darkness, and will make manifest
the counsels of the hearts,” what will
the Great Judge, Jesus Christ, find?

The last judgment is the final
event before men are taken to their

Rev. Gritters is pastor of the Protestant
Reformed Church of Byrorn Center,
Michigan.

The End Times (13)

Every Work Made

Public

everlasting destiny — the bliss of
heaven or the despair of hell. The
history of the world will then have
run its course. Now the Lord returns
to raise the dead and take His elect
with Him to glory. “He shall come
againtojudgethelivingand thedead.”

We must know about the final
judgment.

At the second coming of Christ,
every man and woman, old person
and child, will be judged by Jesus
Christ. Notonly those who came into
contact with Christ while He was on
earth, and not only unbelievers, but
every single individual will appear
before Him (II Cor. 5:10 and Rom.
14:10). Revelation 20 says that the
great and small will be assembled
there. Itisa “great” throne. None will
escape the judgment of Christ.

Everyone whodied will be raised
from thedead for this judgment (Rev.
20:12,13). How we marvel when we
think of it! Some men eaten by lions
will be raised from the dead — wher-
ever they are. Some women burned
by fire will be raised from their ashes.
God will scoop up from the bottom of
theocean the ashes of those cremated,
who thought they would avoid Him.
None will escape the judgment of
Christ!

At the judgment, God makes
separation between men. Matthew
25 uses a metaphor to describe this.
Justas sheep and goats go outintothe
pasture during the day for feeding
and watering, so the righteous and
the wicked live together in this life
(see also Matthew 13:24ff.). And just
as in the evening the shepherd brings
the animals back to the corrals and
separates the sheep from the goats, so

also at the second coming of Christ
the saints and the sinners are sepa-
rated before Jesus’ throne —the saints
on the right hand in the position of
honor; the sinners on the left in dis-
honorand shame, withnoruleandno
glory at all.

This is not to say that there is no
judgment of God before the second
coming of Christ. Indeed, thereis! If
the young personover-drinksor takes
drugs, he may become addicted and
ruin his life (in addition to his health).
Ifherebels againsthis parents, he will
experience a trouble unlike he's ever
known. If he fails to marry “in the
Lord” he may be saddled with a mis-
erable spouse. If he fornicates, he
may contract some dreadful disease.
All these things are the judgments of
God. Besides, what you and [ don't
see— the judgment of God inaman’s
conscience — is a terrible judgment.
And, when a person dies he faces a
preliminary judgment — in the soul he
goes to heaven or to hell.

But thereis also a last judgment.

Why? Ifit is true that there has
already been a judgment of God to
take some to heaven and send others
to hell, isn’t a final judgment a dupli-
cationof work? If God already knows
who are his sheep and who are the
goats, isn't the judgment unneces-
sary?

By all means, no! God must
have His day in court!

Everyone must see and confess
that God'scauseis therighteous cause,
and the judgments that He executed
in thislife were fair judgments. Inthis
life, it does not always appear so.
Even though God judges men in their
conscience, we cannot see what kind
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of judgment a man receives at death.
Sometimes it even appears that there
are no judgments of God on evil-
doers. Some wicked men prosper (as
Asaph complained in Psalm 73), and
someof God's peopleare struck down
with the most dreadful diseases. Soit
seems that God's judgmentis wrong.
In the judgment day, all will be made
plain. That's why the Bible says that
all the hidden thoughts, the secret
works, will be revealed for what they
were.
In that day, God will be justi-
fied!! Romans 2:5 speaks of that day
as “the day of wrath and revelation of
the righteous judgment of God...."
Then, every knee will bow and every
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, and all to the glory of the
Father!

Whataday thatwillbe! Picture
itin your mind: In the middle of the
earth stands a great white throne,
radiating the brilliant righteousness
of God. Seated on the throne is King
Jesus, the revelation of the righteous-
ness of God and the standard for
judgment. Before Him stands every
man and woman and child that ever
lived. In His infinite wisdom, this
divine Judge judges everyone, de-
claring the sentenceand verdict. And
then the verdictis executed: the sheep
to glory, the goats to damnation.

We ought to look forward to
that day. The God who saved us, the
God who gave His only Son to die for
our redemption, will be justified! The
Son who shed His blood so that we
might live, will be brought to the
pinnacle of His exaltation! No more
lies about Him. No more denials of
His Name. No more dishonor. No
more scorn heaped on Him and His
church. Christis the righteousness of
God!

tE R R R RS RS

“Butis this fair?” youask. “The
sheep are the elect; the goats are the
reprobate; the judge must be partial
and biased.” Not true. By no means
will God take some to heaven regard-
less of their evil works, or send others
tohell regardless of their good works.
God judges according to the works that
we have performed.
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Mendo not go to heaven because
of their good works. We gotoheaven
because God elected us in eternity
and because Christ died for us in
time. Never forgetthat! But the same
God that chose us, the same God that
redeemed us, also sanctifies us by His
Spiritsothat we perform good works.
And judgment, now, is rendered ac-
cording to the works we perform (just
read a few passages, like Rom. 2:6, Il
Cor. 5:10, Rev. 20:12). Those that
have done good works are rewarded
according to those good works, and
those that have done evil works are
rewarded according to those evil
works.

Did you ever have someone ob-
jecttothe doctrine of election because
it involves reprobation? He thinks
that if reprobation is true, men must
go to hell because they were repro-
bateand that God is to blame for their
damnation. This is a slander against
sovereign predestination thatis older
than you may realize. But it's not
true. Men don’t go to hell because
they are reprobate. They go to hell
because they have lived an unbeliev-
ing, ungodly, rebellious life. They
refused to worship God when He
showed Himself to them, refused to
believe His Son when He was pro-
claimed to them, refused to repent of
their evil deeds when they knew they
were evil. And now they are justly
assigned toa placein hell. They goto
hell because they deserve hell. Show
the objector the texts listed above;
read with them Matthew 25.

Did you ever have someone ob-
jecttothe doctrine of election because
he thinks it makes men careless with
regard to good works? Then show
him the passages that speak of a re-
ward according to works. And point
him to this truth: if a man or a woman
is elect, he will not be careless. And
tell them that if a man is careless with
regard to works, he probably is not
elect. Thesheep thatgo tothe Father's
right hand have worked.

When the judgment day comes,
there will be an inquiry regarding
works, especially works of mercy.

We probably think sometimes
about how hot hell must be for the

ungodly who lived during Jesus’ life
onearth, how horribleit was that they
rejected Jesus, didn’t wash His feet,
didn’t give Him a place to sleep or
food toeat, and finally did away with
Him, hanging Him naked on the ugly
cross, which dripped with His pre-
cious blood. And we probably think,
“If anyone deserves hell, they do;
they rejected Jesus Christ.”

But Jesus will not allow us to
distance ourselves from Himlike that.
In Matthew 25 He leans forward, as it
were, and comes very close to each of
us and says, “Today you have oppor-
tunity to be merciful to Me, by being
merciful to my people. Today you
rejectand refuse and ignore me when
you do so to my people, to the least of

my people.”

But God'’s people...
eagerly anticipate the day
when the works they have

done by the grace of God will
be rewarded by grace.

Will you serve Jesus with works
of mercy? Find the family that has a
difficult time paying their school tu-
ition, and write a check. Will you
bless the Lord Jesus Himself? Then
bless the infants of the congregation
and see toit that they are “brought to
Jesus.” Would you visit Christ? Go
down to the county jail and visit the
church member who's been arrested
fordrugsorshopliftingorwhoknows
what. Do good to Christ? Have you
no handicapped in the congregation?
Have you no old people languishing
in the nursing home, or restricted by
their age or health to their home?
How long has it been since you have
been merciful to Jesus” “least broth-
ers”? With the love of Christ in our
hearts, we will have an earnest desire
to do these things.

When the books are opened, it
will be a revealing day, won't it?

The sheep will have been merci-
ful to Jesus’ people. Itis very simple.
They are not rewarded because of that:
they are rewarded because of God's
graceand mercy. Butthose whogoto
heaven will have been merciful to



Jesus’ people. Think about it.

It will notbeenoughin the judg-
ment day to say, “But I haven't put
anyone in jail, haven't stolen from
them to make them poor, haven't
done this or haven't done that.” The
important question will be, “What
have you done?” And, “What have
you done to the least of these my
brethren?”

Knowing, therefore, the terror

of God, we persuade men.

But God's people are not fearful
of the coming judgment.

They look forward to the day
when God will be justified. They
eagerly anticipate the day when the
works they have done by the grace of
God will be rewarded by grace. They
donotevenfear therevelation of their
sins, because also then they will be
united toJesus Christ,and willbeable

tolook to Himin faith and say, “Heis
my righteousness. Allmy good works
were done because He empowered
me to do them by His Spirit. All my
shortcomings and failures are cov-
ered by Hisblood. Noboasthavelin
myself. Ilove my God whochose me,
who redeemed me with His own
blood, and sanctified me to do these
works. All praiseis His. Forever.” O

Book Reviews

As Rich As Job, by Rev. C. Bijl.
Kampen, The Metherlands:
VanDenBerg, 1989, 91pp., $10.95 pa-
per. Translated from the Dutch by F.
Vogelzang. [Reviewed by Lois
Kregel.]

It is a rare thing to find a book
that deals with the problem of the
suffering of God's peopleas biblically
as this one does. One grows accus-
tomed toreading that God sends what
we call “good” things, but the devil
controls the “bad.” Thisauthor, how-
ever, looks at the question of why the
Christian must suffer from the view-
point of the book of Job, and, because
of this, comes up with a solution that
is both thoroughly scriptural and
deeply comforting,.

Rev. Bijl is no stranger to suffer-
ing, although he brushes aside his
ownexperiences as if they were noth-
ing. However, he was born in the
Netherlands in 1931, and he did live
through the horrors of the Nazi occu-
pation of his country. Against the
background of the fact that many, in
speech and writing, rejected the idea
that a loving God would send such
disasters, this book was written; how-
ever, it limits itself to a discussion of
the suffering of God’s people, rather
than of the world in general.

The author is minister of the
Reformed Church (Gereformeerd,
“Vrijgemaakt”) in Zwolle, The Neth-
erlands. He writes in the preface,
“This book would like to offer a little

help to those who have a difficult
road to travel and who have ques-
tions about God's intention with it.”

Briefly and simply, Rev. Bijl
traces the history of Job: he tells how
he had great wealth, walked before
his God with a perfect heart, and, in
spite of his godliness, losteverything
when Satan came to God and ques-
tioned Job’s motives. With startling
insight he exposes the error of the
three friends who came to comfort
him, and, not surprisingly, it turns
out to be the same old error of salva-
tion by works: If Job would only go
back togood behavior, he would again
have good things from God. On the
other hand, Bijl finds the gospelin the
words that Elihu utters after the oth-
ers have finished: deliverance, notby
our own works, but through the One
who paid the ransom (Job 33:23, 24).

Finally the author pointsout that
when God spoke to Job out of the
whirlwind, He did not, even then, tell
him why he had to suffer; rather,
through many beautiful word pic-
tures He showed him that His power
and wisdom are boundless.

Bijl turns at the end to James,
who, in commenting on the history of
Job, saysthatthe Lord isrichin mercy
and tenderness. [s merciful, he says,
not will become merciful if we are only
patient.

The writer concludes with these
words:

This is a reliable and joyful message
for us: we are carried by a divine

wealth in mercy and tenderness. Ev-
ery glad and sad day.
How do we know that for sure?
Even after Auschwitz? Because we
live after Golgotha. There God'slove
was personified in Jesus Christ on
the cross, which towers above the
horrors of this time like an
unshakeable monument.
But read the book yourself; then
pass it on toa friend who needs com-
fort. And who does not? B

The Covenantal Gospel, by C. van
der Waal. Neerlandia, Alberta: In-
heritance Publications, 1990. 192 pp.
Paper. Can.$17.95/ U.S. $16.20. [Re-
viewed by the Editor.]

It is the contention of Reformed
theologian C. van der Waal that the
one gospel of the Scriptures is thor-
oughly covenantal. Sound interpre-
tation and preaching of the Scriptures
depend uponrecognizing this. Promi-
nent, popular errors of our day are
due to ignorance of the one covenant
that stands at the heart of the Bible,
e.g., dispensationalism and neo-
Fentecostalism. vander Waalissharp
and strong. He concludes the book
with these words:

The Gospel is covenantal in every
respect. If things go wrong in the
churches, ask whether the covenant
is indeed preached and understood.
If missionary work is superficial, ask
whether the covenant is taken into
account.... [t is impossible to preach

a gospel from which the covenant
has been removed.... There is there-
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fore no gospel except the covenantal
gospel. Let this be proclaimed from
the pulpits. Let this show in the life
in society. Let this be heard in the
mission fields. Let this be under-
stood in the families. And let no-
body be ashamed of it. It must be
proclaimed: Evangelical =Covenan-
tal (pp. 175, 176).

In developing this contention,
Dr. van der Waal makes a brief, but
careful, study of thebiblical covenants,
not only the manifestations of the
covenant of God with His people, but
also the covenants between men.

In the light of the biblical cov-
enant, he offers incisive criticism of
such contemporary religious phe-
nomena as thecharismatic movement;
pietismand methodism’s withdrawal
fromany cultural and political calling
because of their quest for heaven;and
the “political sermon” that character-
izes liberation theology.

The covenant also has urgent
practical implications which The Cov-
enantal Gospel exhorts upon the
reader: singing the Psalms; Christian
schools; Christian publications;and a
distinctive way of conducting mis-
sions, among others. Thechallenging
nature of these practical implications
of the covenant comes out in what
van der Waal has to say about cov-
enantal missions:

No double standard may be used in
educating the heathen who havecome
to the faith. No half gospel must be
preached to them. They are entitled
to be instructed in the full truth.... It
must be frankly admitted that a lack
of sound education has often resulbed
from a desire for increased numbers
and plain laziness....(There must be)
serious church establishment.... The
full doctrine must be ched: ev-
erything that Christhas commanded
mustbekept, alsoby young churches.
There is no place for a double stan-
dard: no more demanding require-
ments for the established churches
than for the mission field (pp. 158,
1599,

A weakness of the book is that it
never clearly defines the covenant. It
becomes abundantly plain from the
overall treatment, however, that van
der Waal understands the covenant
as a conditional treaty consisting of
promise, demand, and threat. For
this reason, he inveighs against a
“covenant doctrine that identifie(s)
the elect and the members of the cov-
enant peopleasone and the same” (p.
164). Significantly, although he con-
siders the teaching on the covenant of
Romans9-11, vander Waal says noth-
ing about the apostle’s doctrine that
the covenant promise to Abraham’s
children referred, not to all the physi-
cal children, but exclusively to the

childrenof promise according to elec-
tion.

Striking toois the author’s insis-
tence that, in the covenant, obedience
tothe LORDisbased uponelection. It
is not the other way round, namely,
that election is based upon the stipu-
lation to . “The promise that the
LORD will not forsake His people is,
therefore, the foundation of the condi-
tions that theelecting God lays down”
(p.45). Apart now from the question
whether one may speak of the de-
mands in the covenant as “condi-
tions,” this insistence of Dr. van der
Waal conflicts with his view of the
covenant as a conditional treaty be-
tween God and men. If the covenant
is indeed a conditional treaty, cov-
enantand electiondo, in fact, depend
upon the stipulated obedience.

Another area of disagreement is
Dr. van der Waal's explanation of
Matthew 24, Mark 13, I Thessalonians
2, and almost the entire book of Rev-
elation as fulfilled completely in the
destruction of Jerusalem in A. D. 70.

Remarking these important dif-
ferencesis notatall intended to dero-
gate from the worth of the book, not
only for those who have lost almost
all sense of and regard for the cov-
enant, but also for those who read the
Bible as the book of the covenant. O
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SYNOD

Binding Decisions of a Reformed 5ynod ......DJE .. 389

1991 Synod of the PRC ... .DJE.. 414

PRC S5ynod 1991 ...c.cmicnmsinmsismssssmsinssssnions DJE o 392

Synods and General Assemblies .......co... RDD .. 464
TASMANIA

From Tasmania Home — a Report.....ccseee.. BW .. 212
THANKFULMNESS

Forget Not the Lord Thy God .......c.ciuiainenan
THEISTIC EVOLUTION

Theistic Evolution’s War Against ChristianityDJE 341
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wcCC

World Council of Churches .......
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John Calvin and Women Deacons ......oeweenes RID .. 282

Korean CR Churches Disturbed . ............... RDD .... 94

Poignant Betweenness ... RDD o, 248

Reformed AlAnce ......usmsissnssssmssmisissns RDD o 159

Reformed Family: Women in the Church .. MBL .... 89

Woman to Head the NCC............ RDD.. 202

Women in Church Office .......cccconnsisssasnsnnss RDD .. 399
WORD OF GOD

Bible is God’s Word, The .....cccccceeenirurernnnen. MK ... 65

Bible is God’s Word (2) ....cccevcercvenssnsssanssaneens MK ... 79
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WORD OF GOD (cont.)

Purpose of Sacred Scripture, The ................. MK .. 368
Sufficiency of Scripture ... MK . 303
Unity of Scripture, The .......cccviereniisscannnn. MK . 254
WORD STUDIES
HypocTite ... sisissssnsssnsscssnsnnes DHK L. 398
Reconciliation ... NIRRT i | - | S [
Respecl: of Pe_rmns ——— | - | O .
Scandal .. --ere DHK .. 375
Stewardslup PN . | | | -
WORKS R]GHTEDUSNESS
Reformed Doctrine of Salvation by Grace vs.
Rome’s Salvation by Work ...........cuvicriiennnn CJT ... 43
Perfect Love has pow'r to soften
Cares that might our peace destroy,
Nay, does more — transforms them often,
Changing sorrow into joy.
Sov'reign Love appoints the measure,
And the number of our pains;
And is pleased when we find pleasure
In the trials He ordains.
The Standard Bearer,
October 15, 1932
Reminder to
COLLEGE STUDENTS:
Copies of The Standard Bearer |
will be sent to your college address
free of charge ...
if you let us know your address.
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THE PROTESTANT REFORMED
SEMINARY

INVITES YOU TO AN
INTERDENOMINATIONAL

CONFERENCE

October 30-November 1, 1991
TO DIsSCUsS

“The
Reformed
Doctrine
of Holy
Scripture”

SPEAKERS
Rev. Robert D. Decker — Professor of Practical
Theology, Protestant Reformed Saminary,
speaking on
“The Inspiration of Holy Scripture”

Rev. Herman C. Hanke — Professor of Church History
and Mew Testament, Protestant Reformed Seminary,
spaaking on

“A Reformed Hermeneutic”

Dr. Nelson D, Kloosterman — Professor of Ethics,
Mid-America Reformed Seminary, Orange City, lowa,
speaking on

“Holy Seripture and Ethics™

Rev, David J. Engelsma — Professor of Dogmatics
and Old Testament, Protestant Reformed Seminary,
speaking on
“Genesls Chapters 1 through 11:
Myth or History?"

OPEN DISCUSSION TO FOLLOW
EACH SUBJECT

To be held at
The Protestant Raformed
Seminary
4949 lvanrest Avenue
Grandyville, Michigan
49418

§25 COST INCLUDES CONFERENCE
AND 3 MEALS.

LODGING — SINGLE §25, DBL $30.

Write/Fax (516) 531-3033 / or
Phone (616) 531-1490
for further information.




News From Our Churches

Mr. Benjamin Wigger

Evangelism Activities

The Reformed Witness Commit-
tee, comprised of members from our
Edgerton, MN and Doon and Hull,
IA PRC’s, is again sponsoring a Bible
Study at Dordt College. Plans call for
the students to meet together Mon-
day evenings at 7 PM in the Dordt
College library. For Bible study this
year, the committee has made plans
to study the first 11 chapters of Gen-
esis. Mot only Protestant Reformed
students, but also those outside our
churches do attend and are most
welcome. If any of our readers know
studentsat Dordt whomightbe inter-
ested, please do take the time to in-
form them of these meetings and en-
courage them to come. If you have
any questions, please call Rev. Russ
Dykstra at (712) 726-3382.

The Evangelism Committee of
our First PRC in Grand Rapids has
been sending a letter to each visitor
who signs the Guest Book in the
narthex of their church. The commit-
tee believes it is their calling to recog-
nize the attendance of these visitors,
to invite them to return, and also tell
them about the particular mission of
First Church and the PR churches of
America. The letter contains some
historical details of the church and
also addresses the specific calling of
the church.

The Church Extension Commit-
tee of our Randolph, WIPRC received
fromanon-PR donor a giftof$1,000.00
for tape copying equipment and sup-
plies. A few individuals from differ-
ent areas of the country had been
receiving sermon tapesregularly from

Mr. Wigger is amember of the Protestant
Reformed Church of Hudsonville, Michi-

gan.

our Southeast PRC in Grand Rapids,
MI and they want to continue receiv-
ing taped sermons of Rev. Key,
Randolph's new pastor. High speed
copying equipment has been pur-
chased and the mailing of tapes has
begun.

We might add, in connection
with the foregoing, that because a
tape recording was not made of his
inaugural sermon, Rev. Key took time
afterwards to record that sermon on
Jeremiah 1:1-10, for the sake of those
whomighthaveaninterestin hearing
it.

Congregational Highlights

In one of our past “News" col-
umns it was reported that our
Hudsonville, MI PRC began to video
record their services, with the intent
of sending these on to the congrega-
tion in Larne, Northern Ireland, for
use there until a man accepts the call
to serve as missionary on that field.
Hudsonville has found thatseveral of
our own PR churches, along with
several individuals, have also ex-
pressed interest in receiving video
copies. This increase in use and de-
mand for more copies resulted in the
Hudsonville congregationapproving
the purchase of new videcequipment
to help meet this increase in demand.

To get their fall society season
offtoaflying start, the Young People’s
Society of the Loveland, CO PRC
planned an overnightcamping trip to
Bull Mt. for August 23, 24.

Also in August the Young
People’s, Jr.and 5r. Mr. and Mrs., and
older members of the Southeast PRC
in Grand Rapids, M1, were all invited
fora day of funand fellowship canoe-
ing down one of Michigan's fine
streams.,

Before we look at ministerial
calls, a couple of notes concerning
two of our emeritus ministers.

First, weextend congratulations
to Rev. and Mrs. Heys. This month
marks the 50th anniversary of Rev.
Heys' becoming a pastor in our
churches. Rev.and Mrs. Heys served
in four of our churches: Hope in
Walker, MI, Hull in lowa, South Hol-
land, IL, and Holland, MI. During
those years Rev. and Mrs. Heys were
also sent by our churches nine times
to labor in Jamaica. They spent eight
months with the Orthodox Presbyte-
rian Church in Christchurch, MNew
Zealand. After retirement in 1980,
they were sent three times to work in
the mission field in Wellington, New
Zealand. Weare also happy toreport
that, after a heart attack earlier this
year, Rev. Heys has again resumed
preaching from many of our area
pulpits. May God continue to use
him and his wife in the years ahead.

And second, Rev. C. Hanko,
presently laboring in our mission field
in Venice, FL on behalf of our churches,
suffered a blood clot in one of his
lungs and was hospitalized in
Bradenton from July 20 until July 26.
Presently Rev. Hanko is regaining
strength and is feeling much better.
Plans call for him to leave Florida
August 27 for some rest in Michigan.

Ministerial Calls

Atacongregational meeting held
August 12, the Hudsonville, MIPRC
extended a call to Rev. R. Hanko to
serveasmissionary pastortothesaints
in Larne, Northern Ireland.

Rev. B. Gritters declined the call
he had received to serve as pastor of
the Southeast PRC in Grand Rapids,
MI. Soon after, the Council of South-
east formed a new trio consisting of
the Revs. D. Kuiper, G. VanBaren,
and R. VanOverloop. O
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SECOND CLASS
Postage Paid at
Grand Rapids, Michigan

NOTICE!!!

An evening commemorating 25
years of covenant education at the
Northwest lowa Protestant Reformed
School, Doon, IA, is being planned.
All supporters, formerstudents, teach-
ars, and friends are invited to attend a
short program in the Doon Protestant
Reformed Church onOctober2, 1991,
at 8 PM. The school will be open prior
to the program.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
On September26, 1991, ourpar-
ents,

ED and MARGE BRUINSMA,
hope to celebrate 50 years of mar-
riage. We, their children, thank God
forthe many years He has given them
together and the loving instruction He
has given us attheirhands. *The Lord
taketh pleasure in thern that fear him,
inthosethat hopein his mercy” (Psalm
147:11).

Bill and Dorothy Witvoet
Jack and Irene Pfau
Lou Musich
Ed and Patiy Bruinsma
10 grandchildren
6 graeat-grandchildren
Lowveland, Colcrada

CONGRATULATIONS!!!

The council and congregation of
Southwest church express their con-
gratulations to

REV. and MRS. HERMAN

VELDMAN,

who celebrated their 59th wedding
anniversaryon September 9. Wealso
rejoice with them as Rev. Valdman
enters the 60th year of service to our
churches as minister of the Word and
sacraments. In commemoration of
these milestones, we invite you to join
with the congregation of Southwest
as we present a short program on
October 11 at 8 PM. Refreshments
will be served.
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NOTICE!!!

The Annual meeting of the
R.F.P.A. (Standard Bearer) will be
heldin Grandville Protestant Reformed
Church (40th St.) on Thursday, Octo-
ber 3, at 8 PM.

Election of new board members
willtake place fromthe following nomi-
nations: Rich Bos, Bemie Bruining,
Tom Bodbyl, Mark Engelsma, Leon
Garvelink, and Bill Langerak.

Rev. Ken Koole, pastor of our
Faith Church, will speak on the sub-
ject “Committed to Exposing Old
Wolves in New Wool." Demonstrate
your support of the Standard Bearer
by your attendance. Men, women,
young people — all are warmly en-
couraged to attend.

Peter Koole, Secretary

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

The Lord willing, on October 1,
1991, our parents,
MR. and MRS. GILBERT GRIESS,
will celebrate their 50th wedding anni-
versary. We are thankful to our cov-
enant God for the many years they
have shared, and for the love and
godly instruction we have received
from them. It is our prayer that the
blessing of our God may be upon
them. “I will sing of themercies of the
Lord forever: with my mouth will I
make known thy faithfulness to all
generations” (Psalm 89:1).
Ileen Wrenn
Ivan Griess
Leon and Vicki Griess
Glen and Twyla Griess
David and Rachel Griess
Dennis and Sharon Griess
Tim Griess

23 grandchildren

5 great-grandchildren

Lovelard, CO

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

On September 27, 1991, D.V,,
our beloved parents,

MR. and MRS. KEITH deKLERK,
will celebrate their 25th wedding anni-
versary.

We are grateful to our Lord for
God-fearing parents who sought to
teach us the ways of God. We pray
that the Lord will continue to bless
them in the years that He may give.
*The Lord taketh pleasure inthemthat
fear him, in those that hope in his
mercy. Praisethe Lord, O Jerusalem;
praisethy God O Zion" (Psalm 147:11,
12).

Rik and Elisabeth vanderVelde
Theo deKlerk

REMEMBER:

Introductory
subscriptions
are still
half-price
($6.00 US for
domestic;
or $7.50 US for

foreign).

Do a friend
a

favor — with a
gift subscription to
The
Standard Bearer.




