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“Search the scriptures,” Christ says
in John 5:39, where “searching” is
more than a quick, superficial, hit-
and-miss reading of a passage. In
Il - an age when many church mem-
| bers have neither time for nor inter-
| estin gathering for the study of the
|| Bible, it is important to note the
| LorpD’s attitude toward such meet-
| ings as this is shown in Malachi
3:16: "Then they that feared the
Lorp spake often one to another....”
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In This Issue ...

Takingup a good deal of space in thisissue of the SB (morethan
seven pages) is the index to the just-completed volume 70. The
justification for displacing three articles with an index is simply
that this enables everyone to find, re-read, or otherwise use over
time what has been written. It happens that, when an issue is
raised, e.g., at a Bible study meeting, someone recalls that an
article on the subject appeared once in the SB? But where tolocate
it? Theindices in the September 15 issues will provide the answer.

We have put together, and published, an index of volumes 1-
58. Unfortunately, the stock of copies has been depleted. Work is
being done to update and re-publish this master-index. Until this
is again available, the annual index is especially important.

Expertly drawn up by Judi Doezema, the index to volume 70
includes texts of Scripture, titles of articles, and, helpfully, subjects
of articles. The subjects are listed, when necessary, under more
than one category. Homer C. Hoeksema's articles on creation can
be found under both “Creation” and “Old Testament History.”

Thereisalsoalisting of books reviewed, alphabetically by title.

A mere scanning of the index will indicate the great number
and broad spectrum of biblical, theological, and ecclesiastical
subjects that make up one volume of the SB.

And the amount of work.

—DIJE
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Meditation Rev. Richard Moore

Committing Our Way

“Delight thyselfalso in the Lord: and
he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.
Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also
in him; and he shall bring it to pass.”

Psalm 37:4-5

How necessary it is for us to com-
mit our way unto the Lord. This
becomes more emphatically true each
day that we live. Thisis true because
of the days in which we live, days in
which there are many forces being
brought to bear upon us to dissuade
us from a walk of faith and from a life
of true love and service of God as His
friend servants.

Itis also true as we face the many
trials which are part of the day in
which we live. As the day of judg-
ment swiftly approaches, many signs
of the coming judgment are being
revealed, and these affect the church.
The diverse storms, the anarchy, es-
pecially the laws and the economic
changes, etc. And, finally, we come
into greater contact with the enemies
of God due to the present apostasy,
the love of many waxing cold.

In light of all this we are admon-
ished to commit our way to Jehovah.
We find that this Psalm sets forth the
antithesis that exists between the be-
liever and the unbeliever, the righ-
teous and the wicked. It is demon-
strated inverse 9: “Forevildoersshall
be cut off: but those that wait upon
the Lord, they shallinherit the earth.”

Rev. Moore is pastor of the Prolestant
Reformed Church of Hull, Iowa.

The psalmist points out also that of-
ten that antithesis comes very close to
us. By this we understand that we are
in a battle of faith that intimately
touches our lives as we live in this
world. We are given an example of
this in verse 14: “The wicked have
drawn out the sword, and have bent
their bow, to cast down the poor and
needy, and to slay such as be of up-
right conversation.”

But the Psalm points out that we
shall be cared for even in the face of
everything that comes upon our path.
We shall be fed, we shall have the
desires of our heart, and our righ-
teousness shall be brought forth as
thelight, etc. This shallbe our portion
as we commit our way unto the Lord,
and as we place our trust in our God,
the God of our salvation in Christ.
According to our Psalm, thisis God's
good pleasure for His children, as we
see in verse 18: “The Lord knoweth
the days of the upright: and their
inheritance shall be for ever.”

MNow, in our text we are called to
commit our way to His care. To un-
derstand this blessed exhortation we
must understand what is meant by
“our way." Itis the life of the child of
God that begins with his birth and
ends in the grave. Also, our text
speaks of the desires of our heart. As
children of God we are concerned
with our way, and have deep desires
regarding the pathin which we travel.
From the heart are the issues of our
life. Thus, it is from the deepest
motivations of ourinnerman, that we
are to bring forth all of our activity as
we pass down the way of this life.
This way which we travel includes
virtually all that we do in this life. It

concerns our worship; our personal
devotions; ourlife as a family; ourlife
in marriage; our life as we live in the
midst of God's people withits fellow-
ship and care of one another; our
vocation and the activity and goals of
ourlabor; and we could goonandon.

Literally, the idea of our text is
thatwe roll away ourburdensto God.
This same thought is expressed by
Peter in the New Testament, when
the Spirit exhorts us through the
apostle and saysthatwe are to humble
ourselves, “Casting all of your care
upon him, for he careth for you."
Now we must understand that “the
way” of the elect, regenerated, and
called child of God involves burdens.
And we are called to bear them. At
times we may not always give much
thought to these burdens. Especially
may this be the case for us in our
youth; forthenall things may seem to
be going quite smoothly for us, and
life may even seem to be rosy.

But this does not change the truth
thateventhenthewayof God'speople
is in reality filled with burdens. And
we must understand that thislife must
be so, for God would perfect us
through trials. The Psalms express
many times this aspect of our life,
with its burdens. Forinstance, in the
ninetieth Psalm we have the witness
of a saint nearing the end of His life.
The psalmist says that we are con-
sumed by this anger, and we spend
our daysasa tale thatis told (7,9). Or
again, our lifeis seen inthe expression
that our “strength” is “labor and sor-
row.” This is true even of the best
days of our life.

Now this is emphasized by the
psalmist not because the Lord would
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have us to mope around, saying, “O!
Woe is me, woe is me.” Itisintended
rather to reveal the reality of this life
that we might fully understand why
it is so necessary that we commit our
way unto Jehovah. The firstcause for
this burden is the fact that we are
brought forth in sin, and naturally we
struggle with the guilt of that sin and
the motions of sin in us. From the
moment of ourbirth untilwe gotothe
grave, sin is a reality of life for us.
And this will not change in this life,
foritisimpossible toattain perfection
here. The testimony of that sin for us
is that we are guilty before the Judge
of heaven and earth. Thus we must
learn by grace to cast the burden of
our sin upon God!

Wewillnot castthisburdenupon
God except we see the burden. Itis
only the one in whose heart the Spirit
of Christ dwells that can and will see
his sin and its burden. Apart from
salvation such knowledge of sin and
guilt is wholly impossible. And this
same thingis true of the other matters
in our life, related to the sin of man,
that are burdens to us. Itis only as he
is saved, that the child of God will see
Satan and his co-workers as the en-
emy, and thus will by grace flee them.
This we can do only by committing
our way unto Jehovah, only by cast-
ing our burden upon Him.

What does this involve? To com-
mit our way to Jehovah is to leave all
burdens with Him. It means that in
the whole of our life we turn to God
for the wisdom to walk in the way
that He leads. But it also means that
we turn to God to determine the way
in which we are towalk. And we turn
to Him to determine how we are to
pass through the way that is set be-
fore us.

We do this by coming to His Word
faithfully for knowledge. We do this
first in worship. We do it also in our
daily devotions, especially in prayer.
Even Jesus, whowas God come inour
flesh, did this. In our flesh He com-
mitted His wayin prayer to God. The
apostles and prophets also were men
of prayer. Inthis connection we think
of Moses, whose arms were held up
that Israel might have victory in
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prayer. “And it came to pass, when
Moses held up his hand, that Israel
prevailed: and when he let down his
hand, Amalek prevailed” (Ex. 17:11).

The basis for turning so to the
Lord and His Word is the truth that
our Lord has taken our burden upon
Himself and covered thatburden with
obedience. In covenant faithfulness
Jehovah knows our way, and upon
thebasis of the merits of Christ, whom
He gave to remove our burden of sin,
He now cares for His own with ever-
lasting love. On the basis of this love
of God for us, we with ourchildren go
forth in confidence, trusting that the
Lord will give us strength for all the
battles of faith that we must wage.
And we shall trust that the very way
in which He leads us shall serve our
spiritual welfare and salvation.

Therefore we of necessity must
waitupon God and turnto Him forall
strength to pass through the way of
life. Itis obviousfrom ourtext thatwe
are commanded by Christ so to com-
mit our way untoJehovah and totrust
in Him. This is not optional. This is
the command of Christ. It is a com-
mand that leads us to bring our chil-
dren before Him to be baptized. Itis
inobedience tothiscommand that we
make confession of our faith, and it is
inobedience tothiscommand that we
obey Him and come to church in
worship. It is in obedience to this
command that we turn to the office of
mercy in our need, knowing the pro-
vision that God has made forusin His
mercy. Andinobedience tothis com-
mand, as a people, we will provide
abundantly the alms for the office of
Christ, and in our daily life we will
trust in the Lord for grace which is
sufficient for each day. We, by the
grace of God, must commit our way
untothe Lord, working out our salva-
tion with fearand trembling. We may
do this realizing that it is God that
worketh in us both to will and to do
His good pleasure. Not one moment
of our lives is to be lived apart from
Him. In this consciousness we must
walk.

God shall bring it to pass!!

This is a special word of God for
us: God shall perform and perfect His

work in us. This statement refers to
the whaole of all our lives — our faith-
ful Lord cleanses His people and leads
themin the whole of theirlife. Thatis,
God will most certainly bless us. He
says that the desires of our heart shall
be filled. It is not so with those not
committing their way unto the Lord!
Their end shall be destruction, and in
this life, misery in all their way. In
verse 15 we read, " Their sword shall
enter into their own heart, and their
bows shall be broken.” This is in
contrast to the next verse where we
read, “ A little that the righteous man
hath is better than the riches of many
wicked.” May God grant usthe grace
to believe this,

That God will give us the desires
of our heart mustbe understood from
the peint of view that the desires of
the heart are the desires of one who
commits his way unto Jehovah, and
therefore they are desires that center
in the Word of God and that seek His
glory. Now God will bring it to pass.
That is, He creates in us the life that is
blessed. It means that through the
wonderof the incarnation of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by His death and resur-
rection, and upon the outpouring of
His Spirit, ourlives are made new, we
are become new creatures. This is
what Paul teaches us, for instance, in
Ephesians2:10, “For we are His work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in
them.” And this also is the end —
God’schildrenwalkinthe good works
that God has ordained to glorify His
name,

This means that God gives uslife,
the life of Christ; for Christ commit-
ted His way unto Jehovah perfectlyin
our stead. And upon the basis of His
righteousness, He makes us new by
the power of His Spirit. He callsusby
the efficacious power of His Word.
Further, by this power of His Spirit
and Word He unites us with Christ, to
live from Christ in thanksgiving unto
God. May our Lord grant us the grace
to commit our way unto the Lord, to
trust in Christ, and torest in His work
— thus to give all glory to God.



Editorially speaking . . .

The innovative and aggressive
Evangelism Committee of the PRC of
South Holland, IL has recently
launched two new ventures. Oneisa
monthly newsletter, “The Reformed
Perspective.” Each issue features an
article by South Holland's pastor, the
Rev. Charles Terpstra, onan article of
the Belgic Confession. Write the com-
mittee for a copy at 16511 South Park
Ave,, South Holland, IL 60473,

The other venture is the stocking
of sermons on cassette tape by de-
ceased PR ministers. These will be
made available to all who want them.
This is a call to all who possess taped
sermons by Herman Hoeksema,

Editorial

Homer Hoeksema, Henry Kuiper,
George Ophoff, Marinus Schipper,
William Verhil (does anyone have a
taped sermon of William Verhil?),
and Gerrit Vos to loan them to South
Holland’s evangelism committee for
copying.

Peace PRC, Lansing, IL has pub-
lished a lecture by Prof. Hanko, “The
Battle for the Bible.” Thisis a defense
of the infallible inspiration of Holy
Scripture in the face of contemporary
denials of this doctrine. Copiescanbe
ordered from the church at P.O. Box
5634, Lansing, IL 60438,

The pamphlets published by the

PRC now circulate throughout the
world. At the recent conference in
Scotland sponsored by the British
FReformed Fellowship, there were
book and pamphlet tables well-
stocked with PR materials, including
many pamphlets free for the taking.
People took many for distribution not
only in Northern Ireland, Scotland,
England, and Wales but also in East
Germany, Hungary, Romania, and
other countries.

“For from you sounded out the
word of the Lord . .. in every place”
(I Thess. 1:8). O

— DJE

Believing Bible Study

This is the time of year when the
meetings for the study of the Holy
Scriptures resume within the Protes-
tant Reformed Churches. These are
regular, organized, mid-week gath-
erings of the saints for the systematic,
thorough study of the Bible. Although
there are also other purposes of these
meetings, e.g., praise and fellowship,
themain purposeis learning the Word
of God.

The profit, obviously, is enor-
mous. The apostle indicates how a
believer can profit from such study
when he writes in Il Timothy 3:15-17
that “the holy scriptures ... are able to
make thee wiseuntosalvation through
faithwhichisin Christ Jesus” and that
“all scripture ... is profitable for doe-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: that the
man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works.”

Careful study of the Bible is a

divine command, not only to minis-
ters but also to all. “Search the scrip-
tures,” Christ saysin John 5:39, where
“searching” is more than a quick,
superficial, hit-and-miss reading of a
passage. Inanage whenmany church
members have neither time for nor
interest in gathering for the study of
the Bible, it is important to note the
Lorp's attitude toward such meet-
ings as this is shown in Malachi 3:16:
“Then they that feared the Lornspake
often one to another: and the Lorp
hearkened, and heard it, and a book
of remembrance was written before
him for them that feared the Lorp,
and that thought upon his name.”
Some classes for Bible study have a
book in which they keep the atten-
dance. So does the Lorp God.
Within the Protestant Reformed
Churches are many classes and meet-
ings for Bible study. There are men's
societies and ladies’ societies. There

are adult Bible classes. There are the
Mr. and Mrs. societies. There are the
meetings of young adults, There are
the young people’s societies.

No one can complain of a lack of
opportunity. The only question is
whether we will take advantage of
the opportunities.

After the member decides to at-
tend a class, his work continues. For
if he is to benefit from the class, he
must be prepared. Preparation in-
cludes the following,. If the class will
be studying a book of the Bible, verse
by verse or section by section, he
should, in preparation for the first
meeting, read the entire book, so that
he is familiar with its content. In
addition, he should read a brief, reli-
able description of the setting, nature,
and outline of the book inawork such
as Survey of the Bible by William
Hendriksen (Baker, 1978) or An In-
troduction to the Old Testament by
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Edward ]. Young (Eerdmans, 1973)
or Introduction to the New Testa-
ment by Everett F. Harrison
(Eerdmans, 1971). Then he should
read carefully the passage or pas-
sages that willbe taught, studied, and
discussed at the particular meeting,
seeking prayerfully tounderstand the
Word of God in that passage or those
passages. It is helpful to write down
one’s thoughts or questions on the
passage. Itisnecessarytolookupand
study other passagesin Scripture that
are related to the passage and that
shed light on it.

Only then should the student of
the Bible indulge himself in the plea-
sure and profit of reading one or two
sound commentaries on the passage.
This poses a problem for some mem-
bers. Whatis a good commentary on
the passage or book? Usually the
pastororleader will recommend com-
mentaries before the class begins.
With the exception of the commentar-
ies by John Calvin, a set of good com-
mentaries on the entire Bible is lack-
ingtothe English-speaking, Reformed
student of Scripture. There is no
equivalent in English to the Korte
Verklaring (Brief Explanation) series
of commentaries with which the
Dutch Reformed have been blessed.
There is a need for a set of succinct
commentaries by sound, able Re-
formed preachers, written not for
scholars but for the congregation,
written not to engage with the latest
critical attacks on the text but to edify
the people of God. And
why should this not be

ing the Scriptural basis of some creed
or of a certain doctrine or of some
aspect of the Christian life. But the
object of the study in the class is the
Bible. Second, the Bible that is used
must be a clear, faithful translation of
the Word of God as it has come down
to us in the authentic Hebrew and
Greek manuscripts. This is the King
James Version. Third, there must be
a competent, sound teacher who, de-
pending on how the class is carried
on, can teach rightly, guide and wrap
up discussion, settle debated points,
and answer questions. Aimless dis-
cussion and the mere airing of all
kinds of contradictory opinions are
not conducive to learning. Erroneous
teaching conflicts with the chief pur-
pose of the saints, as it is the will of
God, with these meetings, namely,
that the members of the church grow
in the knowledge of the truth.

Fourth, the minister or other
leaderof the Bible study must himself
prepare. Regardless whether he ex-
plains the material or guides the dis-
cussion, he must know the meaning
of the passage, and he must see to it
that this meaning is understood by
the group. Lack of preparation (and
interest) on the part of a leader can
destroy the meeting.

Fifth, it must be the desire and
determination of all who participate
tosee the meaning of every particular
passageinthelightof God's covenant
of grace with His people in Jesus
Christ. Merely to learn some facts of
Bible history or of doc-
trine and merely to rec-

done? One of the best ognize six characteris-
available sets today, al- The question, tics of prayer or ten re-
though as yet incom- “How does this quirementsof ahusband
plete, is The New Inter- avirly 40 ue?” is not yet to learn the
national Commentary s B truth. All truth is “in
series, published by ought to Jesus” (Eph. 4:21).
Eerdmans. run through Sixth, the goal of all
Justasthereisaright every study study of the Bible must
way for the member to of the Word be practical, and this
attend the class, so also God must be evident at the
there is a right way for of : meeting. The Word of
theclasstobe conducted. God in the passage es-
First, the class must work tablishes our beliefs,

with the Bible itself. It may do thisby
working through a book or a passage
of Seripture. It may do this by study-
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shapes our experience, and governs
our behavior. Spoken or unspoken,
the question, “How doesthisapplyto

us?” oughttorunthroughevery study
of the Word of God.

Itis vitally important that believ-
ing Bible study be done in relation to
the church — the instituted church.
This is true even of personal Bible
study, whether on the part of the
theologian or of the layman. All study
of the Bible by members of the Protes-
tant Reformed Churchesoughttotake
place in light of and in harmony with
the preaching of the gospel in these
churches. The pure preaching of the
gospel is the power of all profitable
study of Scripture, as the Heidelberg
Catechism points out when, in Ques-
tion 65, it teaches that the Holy Spirit
works faith in ourhearts by the preach-
ing of the gospel. One who gives
himself to a Bible study that advo-
cates salvation by the free will of the
sinner, contrary to the preaching of
salvation by the sovereign grace of
God, will not learn the truth asitisin
Jesus in that class. The class will not
profit him, but damage him.

All Bible study by a Reformed
Christian must be done within the
framework of the ecumenical and
Reformed creeds, sothat these creeds
function both as a guide to under-
standing and as a standard to judge
the teaching in the class. One who
seeks to learn the truths of Christian-
ity from a teacher, though nominally
“evangelical,” who holds that Jesusis
a human person, or one who tries to
grow spiritually from a class whose
teacher and materials are fundamen-
talistic, dispensational, charismatic,
and Arminian will certainly be disap-
pointed in his purpose — he will not
learn and grow; is obviously under-
cutting his own confession — pro-
fessing the Reformed faith, he seeks
instruction from its foes; and may
very well be led astray — there is
power in false teaching to deceive.

Our pastors and consistories must
admonish their members against this
danger in our day. Christ and His
apostlesrepeatedly and emphatically
warned that the danger in these last
days would be false teachers. “And
many false prophets shall rise, and
shall deceive many” (Matt. 24:11).
“But evil men and seducers shall wax



worse and worse, deceiving, and be-
ing deceived” (II Tim. 3:13). These
false teachers threaten on the radio,
over television, and through neigh-
borhood Bible study classes, as well
as behind the pulpit. Rather than to
give themselves to them as eager pu-

pils, itis the calling of every Reformed
Christian to "receive him not into
your house, neither bid him God
speed” (II John 10).

It is safe, and truly profitable, to
study the Bible only in the company
of like-minded Reformed believers

and under the guidance of a compe-
tent, confessionally Reformed teacher
or leader.

Such classes, societies, and meet-
ings are found in abundance in the
sphere of our churches.

Will you use them? 0O

—DJE

The Lord Give Us Bigots

Please could you send the remain-
ingissues of the Standard Bearerwhich
contain Rev. VanOverloop's articles
on “Calvinism and Missions.” [ have
already those of November 1, 1993
and January 15, 1994, and would love
to complete the Five Points.

John Kennedy, the Scottish High-
land evangelist wrote: "No Christian
can be true and faithful on whose
brow the world shall not brand the

name bigot. But let him bear it. Itis
amarkof honour, thoughintended to
be a brand of shame. In every age
from the beginning, when the cause
of truth emerged triumphant from
the din and dust of controversy, the
victory was won by a band of bigots
who were sworn to its defence.”
May the Lord raise up more big-
ots. May He keep those who are
branded bigots today standing in the

gap (Is. 1:9).

Let us pray that the men (bigots)
in the church today will be kept by
Godinthe Word of truthand sodoing
be kept from apostasy, and that the
young men and women who hear
their preaching and sit under their
teaching in the church today will be

the bigots of tomorrow.
Sean Courtney
Co. Cavan
5. Ireland

A Cloud Of Witnesses Prof. Herman Hanko

Peter Datheen:
Father of Reformed Liturgy (4)

Introduction

In our last article, we left Peter
Datheen in Frankenthal, in the
Palatinate of Germany, busy as court
preacher and as liturgist. It is espe-
cially his work in liturgy that is of
interest to us.

The liturgy in use in the Protes-

Prof. Hanko is professor of Church His-
tory and New Testament in the Protes-
tant Reformed Seminary.

tant Reformed Churches, and up un-
til a few years ago in many Reformed
churches, isanancientliturgy. It goes
all the way back to the Reformationin
the Netherlands.

In many Reformed churches this
ancient liturgy has been abandoned.
In its place has come a tidal wave of
innovations which have so restruc-
tured the liturgy that it is no longer
recognizable as Reformed. This is a
great loss to the church. In the inter-
ests of making liturgy appealing and
attractive to modern 20th century
man, the soul of the liturgy has been

cut out, and what is left is meaning-
less (and in some instances, down-
right wicked) exercises in asinine fu-
tility.

Allthisis not tosay that weshould
never change anything, that tradition
is sacred, that what was once done is
perfect for all time. No, a Reformed
church is indeed a reforming church.

But before a Reformed church
makes changes, it ought to be very
sure that the changes are improve-
ments — i.e., that the changes bring
our worship more closely in confor-
mity with the Word of God, and that
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they are not merely changes for
change's sake.

And our liturgy is hard to im-
prove. Before we begin to tamper
withit, we oughttospend abit of time
pondering the fact that our liturgy
was born out of the fire of persecu-
tion; that it was woven into the very
warp and woof of the Dutch Refor-
mation in the Netherlands; that for it
our forebears bled and died; that it
has stood the test of over four centu-
ries; and that it is doubtful, to say the
least, that ourspiritually wishy-washy
age and doctrinally illiterate church
are capable of improving on that kind
of liturgy.

At any rate, we owe a debt of
gratitude to Peter Datheen, the great
Reformer of the Netherlands, for this
sacred part of our heritage.

Work In Liturgy

It must be understood that none
of Datheen’s work was wholly origi-
nal. Already in London, Utenhove
and aLascohad done significant work
in liturgy for the refugee congrega-
tion there. That work Datheen took
with him wherever he went.

It must also be remembered that
the Palatinate, where Datheen did his
work, was strongly under the influ-
ence of the Calvin Reformation, and
that Calvin and his fellow Reformers
had done significant and important
work in liturgy and church govern-
ment.

To all this (as well as other work)
Datheen was heir.

But it is his stamp which marks
our liturgy in so many ways.

Not the least of what he did was
prepare a translation in Dutch of the
Heidelberg Catechism, which Con-
fession had been completed in the
Palatinate in 1563. From the begin-
ning Datheen intended it to be used
for a confession in the churches of the
Lowlands. And it was, indeed, soon
adopted there.

Thus, Datheen was responsible
forincorporating that beautiful creed
into our creedal heritage.

Inthearea of church government
Datheen’s influence was also felt.
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Datheen not only used the work of
Micronius in London, but also modi-
fied it in some respects to fit more the
situation in Netherlands. Datheen
was present at several of the early
Dutch Synods which began the work
of preparingachurchorder, onewhich
was put into its present form by the
Synod of Dordrecht, 1618-"19.
Datheen presided at the Convention
of Wezel (1568) which expressed its
faith in God's care of the persecuted
Reformed Churches of the Lowlands
with the stirring words that the
Church Order they adopted was “for
the Netherlands Churches, if they
should, by the grace of God, arrive at
a public and free exercise of their
religion.” Further, Datheen was
present as a delegate from Ghent and
presided at the Synod of Dort in 1578
which did somuch work in the devel-
opment of our present Church Order.

But this is not all. Our Reformed
churches have two of the most beau-
tiful liturgical forms in existence in
their “Form for the Administration of
Holy Baptism,” and in their “Form
for the Administration of the Lord's
Supper.” Especially the former is a
crownjewelamongallliturgical forms
in any tradition. Its beauty lies in its
pureteachings concerning God's cov-
enant of grace. In its precision, in the
rolling cadence of its language, in the
soaring beauty of its prose, in the
concise statement of its doctrine, it is
unexcelled. Both are forms written in
large measure by Datheen. The Form
we use in the Lord’s Supper is very
much similar to the Form prepared
by Datheen. The Form we use in
baptism came also from his hand,
although the Synod of Dort in 1618-
"19 added the section for the baptism
of adults and made some minor
changes in it as well as in all the
others. One’s memories cannot be
restrained from floating back to the
horrors of the persecution of our fa-
thers, out of which our liturgy was
born, whenever these forms are read.

In singing, it is somewhat differ-
ent. Our heritage, for the most part,
does not go back to Datheen. That is
not because Datheen did not do work
in this area too. He did sterling work.

His gifts were many and great. Al-
though he used tunes from the
Genevan Psalter of Louis Bourgeois,
and although he relied on the Book of
Psalms from the French versions of
Beza and Marot, still he prepared a
Psalter for the Dutch churches which
was so popular that it was used in the
churches until 1773, when only rela-
tively minor changes were madeinit.
That book is still in use in some Dutch
churches today. I myself well re-
member the church during Dutch
worship services ringing with those
words so loved by our fathers and
grand fathers: “ Geloof Zij God met diepst
ontzag ...," or “Heigend hert der jaagt
ontkomen...."

We have a few of those tunes left
way in the back of our Psalter, butitis
something of a shame that we have
notincludedinourliturgy,insofaras
possible, alsothis part of our heritage.

Finally, but also importantly,
much of our present Order of Wor-
ship, though patterned after Calvin’s
liturgy, was given its present form by
Datheen. Thisis why we have almost
the same Order of Worship asisused
in the Dutch churches which have not
fallen prey to liturgical innovation.

Onewonders sometimeswhatthe
church would have been like without
Datheen. God used him in a marvel-
ous way to give us that which has
become so precious to us.

Datheen'’s Last Years

In a way, Datheen’s years in
Frankenthal, brief though they were,
were the climax of his work. Al-
though he did some important work
in the following years, tragedy and
great sadness also touched his life.
The rest is, for the most part, not so
easy to write about.

In 1566 Datheen returned to the
Netherlands. A sort of compromise
between the rulers of the Lowlands
held forth something of a promise of
relief from persecution, and Datheen
could not possibly be restrained from
returning to his beloved fatherland.

Datheen became a field preacher.
Carrying his pulpit on his back,
preaching wherever possible, he min-



istered to throngs of people wherever
he went. Sometimes the crowds that
flocked to hear him numbered as
many as 15,000, for the “Word of God
was scarce in those days” (II Samuel
3:1), and the people had a great thirst
for the gospel.

His lack of extensive training
made him somewhat crude in his
preaching, but his intensity and cap-
tivating eloquence revealed his deep
love for the Reformed faith. Itwasa
love of the Reformed faith which also
got him in trouble.

Datheen hated compromise. He
hated compromise with Rome and
with Spain. Hedistrusted the princes’
compromise and firmly believed that
concessions had been made to Spain
which would, in time, destroy the
Reformed faith.

And so he preached, vehemently
and eloquently, against such com-
promises, and he earned the enmity
of William of Orange, the leaderin the
fight against Spain. William of Or-
ange, in fact, was convinced that
Datheen was in large measure re-
sponsible for the iconoclastic riots in
the Lowlands, when frenzied crowds,
intolerably oppressed by Rome,
vented their fury on the Romish
Churches. Smashing, destroying,
burning wherever they went, they
tried to purge the Lowlands once and
for all of anything Romish. But their
fury only brought against them the
princes who sought to suppress the
riots, whichsucceededin giving Rome
the excuse it needed to renew perse-
cution (see our earlier article).

In how far Datheen was respon-
sible is hard to judge. Surely his
refusal to compromise in any way
with Rome was contrary to the policy
of the princes at this time. Surely his
fiery preaching moved the people
deeply. Buthe himselfalways pleaded
innocent to the charges that he had
incited the crowds.

The breach between him and
William was to remain to the end of
his life.

Once again he was forced to flee
tothe Palatinate. He became minister
of acongregationcomposed of Dutch,
French, and Walloon exiles, and be-

came court preacher for John Casimir.

The rest of the story is quickly
told.

In 1578 he served as minister of
the congregation in Ghent in his be-
loved homeland and was a delegate
to the Synod of Dort in that year.
While in Ghent he traveled through-
out Holland and preached in many
places while the shortage of pastors
was acute. But here he was also
imprisoned for eight months and fi-
nally sent into exile.

Returning to Frankenthal he re-
sumed a ministry there, but nearly
died of the pestilence and was re-
lieved of his pulpit because he was no
longer able to do the work.

Datheen was embittered by his
treatment at the hands of William of
Orange and by his dismissal in
Frankenthal. He became a wanderer,
and, to support himself and his wife,
took up the work of a physician, put-
ting into practice skills he had learned
as a youthin the cloister. Wandering
through Husum, Slade, Danzig, and
Elbing of Germany, he joined, for a
short time, a heretical and revolution-
ary sect. The report of this foolish act
came back to the Metherlands, and he

was barred from the Dutch churches,

To the credit of these churches,
however, they sent a delegation to
Datheen. To these brethren who had
come to express the love of the
churches and their concern for his
soul, Datheen confessed his sin of
joining a heretical sect — from which
he had parted before the delegation
came; and he was reconciled and re-
stored to the fellowship of the church.
However, because of wars in Ger-
many and in his own land, and be-
cause of the great infirmities of age
and a life of fleeing persecution, he
could not return to the church and
land he loved, He died an exile on
March 17, 1588 far from home, from
friends, from church, and from his
fatherland.

It is better to suffer death in the
fellowship of the church than to lose
that fellowship which is so important
to keep us faithful to our God.

But he died in peace; and, al-
though he could not possibly have
known what his work would mean to
the church, God knew and knows,
and we are blessed by God through
thisservant whosuffered somuch.

True Comfort
“What is thine only comfort,
O Christian, on life’s way?”
“That I've a faithful Savior
Who leads me day by day.”

“What is thine only comfort?”
* Ah, this, He died for me;

He took my sin upon Himself
So that I might go free.”

“What is thine only comfort
In death, if it should come?”
“That I will go to dwell with Him
In His eternal home.”

Dorr, Michigan

Annetta Jansen
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The Strength of Youth Rev. Wilbur Bruinsma

Abstaining from the
Appearance of Evil

It is always amazing how certain
passages of the Bible suddenly seem
to stand out at different times in life.
[remember when [ was once visiting
with my sister and her husband, that
she mentioned that it is important to
teach our children not simply to ab-
stain from evil, but to abstain from all
appearance of evil. This short exhorta-
tion of the apostle Paul in I
Thessalonians 5:22 had never really
struck me before that conversation.
Maybe that was true because my chil-
dren were young and I had not yet
been confronted concretely withwhat
this passage describes. My sister, hav-
ing older children, had gained some
wisdom and insight into this short
but practical Word of God.

" Abstain from all appearance of
evil.” Wow, that verse covers a large
area of life! It covers so neatly the
many questions we as young people
may ask our parents, such as: “Why
mayn't I go there?” or, “Why mayn't
Idothis?” If only we cankeep inmind
that being a child of God requires
more of us than simply not doing the
evil. It requires, as well, avoiding all
situations and circumstances that may
leave the impression with others that
we enjoy the evil.

Now, I think I can anticipate the
reaction to this. It may seem as if it is
totally unfair of God and of parentsto
place such a restriction on us. After
all, we are not actually doing anything
wrong. If the motives of our heart are

Rev. Bruinsma is pastor of First Protes-
tant Reformed Churchin Holland, Michi-
gan.
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pure, why should we be judged by
othersas havingcommitted some kind
of sin? Infact, isit not sinful for others
tothink bad of us simplybecause they
assume weare doing something wrong
when we really are not? Perhaps this
is true. It is wrong for others to judge
and condemn us unheard. Buf, the
simple fact is, they do. Not only do
tellow members of the church do this,
but especially is this done by the
wicked people of thisworld whoknow
us. The wicked are always looking
for us to stumble into sin with them.
And when it even appears as if we do,
these wicked acquaintancesare quick
to point the finger and accuse us of
committing the same sins as they do.

“So what; that's their problem! 1
cannot sit and fret about what they
think of me!” Ah, but we do, and we
must! Listen: we are children of the
light. Christ has sent forth His Spirit
to dwell in our hearts. That Spirit
applies to us the holiness of Christ. It
is our desire to be holy as God is holy!
That is our desire, is it not? We want
to be known by the world as those
who fear God and love Him. Surely,
as young people of the covenant, we
are not ashamed of the fact that we
belong to Jesus! We rejoice in the
wonderful work Christ has performed
inus. Whata tremendousblessing we
have been given, to see and know the
things of the kingdom of heaven! We
want the wicked of this world to know
that we are in principle different from
them, because the light of God's grace
has shonein ourhearts, dispelling the
darkness of sin.

Ithink that when we lose sight of
that fact, we begin to take the careless
attitude: “Well, I do not care what

others think of me.” As children of
God we must be sensitive to the im-
pression we leave with others — es-
pecially the impression we leave with
the wicked world! We do not want to
be associated in any way with their
works of darkness. And for that rea-
son we are careful to abstain from all
appearance of evil. Even if we are not
sinning, we donot want them to think
of us as sinning.

The Word of God here does make
sense then, does it not? It is not so
unfairasatfirst we may havethought.
I'hope that is the conclusion to which
we have come. If it is, then we are
ready as well to see how it applies to
us.

To abstain means that I will keep
myself from doing something, Itim-
plies some negatives, some “thou shalt
nots.” That makes us wary already.
Then, to make matters worse, this
verse in I Thessalonians 5 adds, “ab-
stain from all appearance of evil.”
There are all kinds of things we can
do, places we can go, boasts we might
make, that leave the appearance of
evil. And all of these “things” we
may not do.

“This is the place, isn't it? Thisis
the place in your article where we
young people are going to receive a
long list of dos and don’ts.” OK, so
you caught me. As a father who has
now gained a bit of wisdom in this
whole area, I am tempted to start a
long list of ways you can avoid the
appearance of evil. But I will not do
that. Iwillleave it up to your spiritual
discretion. 1 have confidence, after
all, that the Spirit of God works in the
hearts of believing young people too.
I will assume that the Word of God



dwells in you richly and that you are
spiritually sensitive to what is right
and wrong in this whole area of your
life.

Yet, I cannot help but give a few
examples at this point. Examples, it
seems, always serve to drive home
what a person is trying to say.

Say what we will, the places we
go will always give witness to who
and what we are. [ may profess to be
the strongest of Christians, butif Iam
seen, for example, in a bar, my wit-
ness is worthless. A bar is a place
where can be found the sins of drunk-
enness, fornication, and worldly en-
tertainment. It is not a place which
Christians who are serious about their
faith frequent. It maybe true that you
are drinking a club soda, that you are
talking witha few “Christian” friends,
that you are ignoring the ungodly
music. But you are in that place
which is associated with sin,and asa
result you leave the impression with
those inside and outside the church
thatyou are sinning, Thisexample, of

not only by members of the church,
but by wicked people as well, as pri-
vate places where intimate acts take
place. We may be having a cup of
coffee together in that apartment; we
may be deeply involved in a good
conversation, but those outside of the
apartment who saw the two of us
enter have other thoughts as to what
we are doing there. We have put
ourselves in a situation that gives the
appearance of evil. Aschildren ofthe
light who hate such sin, we are called
to abstain from such an appearance.
Again, this applies much more
broadly to your dating experiences,
but I'will allow your love of our holy
Godtoguide youin determining these
for yourselves.

There is one more example I
would like to give. Though it may
seem frivolous, I give it anyway, in
order to emphasize just how all inclu-
sive this short injunction of the Bible
is. “Abstain from all appearance of
evil!” God's Word tells us. Do you
realize how great an impression you

course, can be applied far make on peopleby what
and wide with respect to you wear? Talk about
the places we go for fun picky! Iknow, butitis
and entertainment. But, We want true! I am sure thatifa
then, I promised that I the wicked person wore a swastika
would notgiveyoualong of this world during World War Il he
list. I am sure that those would have had people
whose hearts are to know clamoring for hisarrest.
cleansed in the blood of that we are I know that if I had
Christ will read this and in principle donned a pair of old,
understand whatImean. different worn-out bell-bottoms,
On the other hand, those from them, strung a peace sign
who stubbornly walk in b around my neck, and
foolish ways will prob- FraNae grown my hair past my
ably not even read this the light shoulders in the 1960s I
article, much less turn of God's grace would have been con-
from their ways. has shone sidered a  hippie

This principle of . whetherIlikeditornot.
God's Wn[:::d app];ies as i ;ﬁr };?f“ts" The same is true today.
well to our actions and Iepeseiis When a young person
deeds. If [, for example, the darkness wears a “yin-yang"”
were dating a young of sin. symbol about his neck,
woman who owned her or has it tattooed some-
own apartment (that where on his body,

seemstobeatrendything

todotoday), and at the end of my date
[ should go into the apartment with
her and spend a little time there, then
I am leaving the impression of evil.
Apartments (orbedrooms) are viewed

when a young man has
his ears pierced and wears earrings,
these things are not all simply fun.
They make a statement to everyone
about us of who and what weare. We
are saying something to them. We

may not agree with that statement,
but by the clothes we wear we never-
theless make it, and those who see us
assume that we do so deliberately.
How careful we must be!

No more examples, though I
could think of dozens more. Instead,
we ought to give a little thought to
how we can abstain from the appear-
ance of evil. First, we ought to re-
member the words of Jesus to us in
Matthew 5:16: “Let your light so
shine before men, that they may see
your good works and glorify your
Father whichisin heaven.” Thisisthe
rule we follow for godly living.

In the second place, we must con-
sider this rule before doing some-
thing. There is always time between
the conception ofanidea in our hearts
and minds and the actual carrying
out of that thought. As God's people
we take advantage of this. When we
desire to do something or to go some
place, then before actually carrying
out that desire we must take inven-
tory of ourselvesaccording totherule
of Matthew 5:16: Am I, by whatIam
about to do or where l am about to go,
letting my light so shine before men
that they might glorify my God? IfI
am not — even if [ only leave the
appearance that I am not — then I
must change my course of action and
do something else.

Now, that takes real spiritual sen-
sitivity. Therefore, in the third place,
we as God's children must be found
constantly in prayer. We must ask
God to forgive our sins; but we must
ask of Him also to give us hearts that
are sensitive to what sin is, and to
what mightappear as sinfulinthe eyes
of others. Then we ask of God that,
forthe sake of Jesus Christ and through
the work of the Holy Spirit in us, we
begiven the strength tolive asshining
lights in the midst of this dark and
perverse world. That is a blessed
privilege, you realize! There are not
many people in this world that are
chosen by God for that purpose.

The way is clear, the path is
straight. God grant you and me the
grace to walk it as He revealsit tous
in His Word. O
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Church and State Mr. James Lanting

Supreme Court Invalidates
Special Public School District
Created for Jewish Sect

"Authority over public schools be-
longs to the state, and cannot be delegated
to a local school district defined by the
State in order to grant political control to
a religious group.”

Kiryas Joel Village School District
v, Grumet (1994)
(J. Souter, majority opinion).

“Justice Souter’'s position boils down
to the quite novel proposition that any
group of citizens (say, the residents of
Kiryas Joel) can be invested with political
power, but not if they all belong to the
same religion. Of course such disfavor-
ing of religion is positively antagonistic
to the purpose of the Religion Clauses of
the First Amendment....”

(J. Scalia, dissenting opinion)

Few church/state constitutional
issues engender more controversy
than the question of state assistance
toparochialand private schools. Strict
separationists howl in protest when-
ever non-public schools receive any
public funding or government assis-
tance. On the other hand, parents
whopay double (school property taxes
plus tuition) are frustrated that their

Mr. Lanting, a member of South Holland
Protestant Reformed Church, is a prac-
ticing attorney.
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choice of Christian schools entails a
forfeiture of government assistance
in educating their children.

This volatile and sometimes ran-
corous debate again confronted the
Supreme Court this summer in the
celebrated case of Kiryas Joel Village
School District v. Grumet. A bitterly
divided Court decided (6-3) that a
special state school district created by
the New Yorklegislature forthe mem-
bers of a strict Orthodox Jewish sect
(Satmar Hassidim) violated the first
Amendment’s prohibition against the
“establishment” of religion.

The Village of Kiryas Joel

This small village (8,500 inhabit-
ants)in New Yorkis populated exclu-
sively by members of Satmar Hasidim,
a strict form of Judaism. The town
was incorporated in 1977 after its
inhabitants seceded from the adjoin-
ing town of Monroe. Since non-
Satmarresidents strenuously objected
to the secession, the boundaries of the
new village were creatively drawn to
include only a 320-acre subdivision
owned and inhabited exclusively by
sect members. A rabbi serves as vil-
lage rov (chief rabbi) and rosh yeshi-
vah (parochial school authority).

Notunlike the Amish, the Satmars
avoid contemporary society and cul-
ture as much as possible. They speak
Yiddish, segregate the sexes outside
the home, avoid the electronic media
and English newspapers, wear dis-
tinctive clothing, and educate their

children in sexually segregated paro-
chial schools.

Special District Created
for Satmar Handicapped

Their village parochial schools,
however, were not equipped for spe-
cial education services for mentally
and physically handicapped children.
For several years the adjoining Mon-
roe-Woodbury public school district
provided special education services
at the Satmar parochial schools in
KiryasJoel. That practice was discon-
tinued in 1985 when the Supreme
Court ruled in the case of Grand Rap-
ids v. Ball that government-funded
classes on religious school premises
violate the Establishment Clause.

The Satmars then resorted to
sending their handicapped children
to the nearby secular public schools
fortheirspecialeducation. They com-
plained, however, that this arrange-
ment caused their children to suffer
“panic, fear and trauma” in leaving
their own community, if only for a
few hours during school days.

In response to their complaints,
in 1989 the New York legislature, ea-
ger toaccommodate this peculiar sect,
passed aunique law creating a special
public school district, the boundaries
of which were identical with the
boundaries of the village of Kiryas
Joel. This special school district was
tooperateanon-sectarian school pro-
viding special education for handi-
capped Satmar children. As soon as



theschool opened, several parties filed
suit challenging the constitutionality
of a special public school district for
the exclusive use of members of one
religious sect.

Government Neutrality

Not surprisingly, the majority of
the Court found this customized
school district for the residents of
Kiryas]oeltobea violation of the First
Amendment, which Justice Souter
insisted “compels the government to
pursue a course of ‘neutrality’ to-
ward religion.” Striking down the
legislation creating this exclusive
school district, Justice Souter wrote:

The statute creating the Kiryas Joel
Village School District departs from
the Constitution by delegating the
State’s discretionary authority over
public schools to a group defined by
its character as a religious commu-
nity, in a legal and historical context
that gives no assurance that govern-
ment power hasbeen or will be exer-
cised neutrally.

Justice Souter essentially
grounded the majority opinion on a
1982 Supreme Court decision which
invalidated a Massachusetts statute
granting churches veto power over
the issuance of liquor licenses within
500 feet of a church. Souter argued
that, similar to that case, the state
impermissibly delegated governmen-
tal power to a religious group. Au-
thority over publicschools belongsto
the state government, insisted Souter,
and cannotbe delegated to areligious
group without violating the Estab-
lishment clause.

Accommodation or Establishment?

Justice Scalia (joined by Chief Jus-
tice Rehnquist and Justice Thomas)
filed a bitter dissent. Scalia argued
that New York's creation of a special
school district for handicapped
Satmar children was nothing more
than a “characteristically and admi-
rably American accommodation of
religious practices (or more precisely,
cultural peculiarities) of a tiny reli-
gious sect.” In the dissenters’ view
this singular school district was noth-

ing more thanreligioustolerationand
accommodation—not establishment
of religion.

Moreover, the recent Supreme
Court decision in the case of Zobrest,
(publicscheol employees may assista
deaf student at a Catholic school) led
Scalia to query:

If a state can furnish serviges to a
group of sectarian students on aneu-
tral site adjacent to a private reli-
gious school, or even within such a
school, how can there be any defect
in educating those same students in
the [Satmar] public school. There is
no danger in educating religious stu-
dents in a public school.

Justice Scalia also contended that
although there was special treatment
here for the village, there was no
proof of religious favoritism. Scalia
went to great lengths to demonstrate
that the law creating a special school
district defined by the village bound-
aries inhabited exclusively by the
Satmars was not necessarily moti-
vated by a desire to favor or disfavor

a particular religious group.

Comment

First, as the dissent pointed out,
the majority opinion inexplicably ig-
nored thetraditional three-part Lemon
test historically used by the Court in
Establishment Clause cases. Theglar-
ing failure to replace the historic lit-
mus test forestablishmentcasesleaves
future cases without meaningful
guidelines in this important area of
church/state law.

Secondly, commentators have
made much of the fact that a new
majority of the court seems to be in
favor of allowing state special educa-
tion teachers into parochial schools.
However, this is not yet the law since
the Grand Rapids case has not been
formally overruled.

Finally, all of the talk about gov-
ernment accommodation of religion
in the Kiryas Joel case is somewhat
facile, since the assumption is that
whatever assistance is given by the
state to the Satmars, it must necessar-
ily be secular and nonsectarian (Jus-
tice Scalia labored to demonstrate that

the Satmar school was public,
nonsectarian, and religiously neutral).
This may satisfy the Satmarsin Kiryas
Joel, but it is little consolation to Re-
formed Calvinists who have always
insisted that there is no “secular” or
“non-sectarian” dimension to Chris-
tian education. Reformed Christians
insist that every aspect of education
(indeed, all of life) is religious. Secu-
lar subjects or courses in our schools
donot exist. Accordingly, mostofthe
debate in the Kiryas Joel case as to
whether New York can create a pub-
lic school district where Satmar stu-
dents are taught “nonsectarian” sub-
jects in a “religiously neutral” setting
is essentially of little interest to Cal-
vinists with a comprehensive Re-
formed world-and-life view that em-
braces every dimension of education
and life. QO

Life is But a Weaving

My life is but a weaving
Between my God and me;

I may not choose the colors,
He knows what they should

be.

For He can view the pattern
Upon the upper side,

While I can see it only
On this the under side.

Sometimes He weaveth sorrow
Which seemethstrange tome;

But I will trust His judgment,
And work on faithfully.

"Tis He who fills the shuttle,

He knows just what is best;
So [ shall weave in earnest,

And leave with Him the rest.

At last when life is ended,
With Him I shall abide;
Then I will view the pattern
Upon the upper side.
Then I shall know the reason
Why pain with joy entwined
Was woven in the fabric
Of life that God designed.
Standard Bearer
September 1, 1934
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Search the Scriptures

Rev. Carl Haak

Jesus Christ,
the Son of God Incarnate

In these first 18 verses we havea
summation of the entire book. All
that will follow to the very end of the
bookisintended to prove the truth of
the things declared in these first 18
verses. They make clear to us how
John will approach his presentation
of the Lord's work and person —that
Jesus Christ is the eternal and natu-
ral Son of God now made flesh for
our salvation. (See Lord’s Day 13 of
the Heidelberg Catechismand Art. 10
of the Belgic Confession.) Nowhere
in the New Testament is the nature
and meaning of Jesus’ divine Sonship
so clearly explained as here.

Alreadyin John's day the truth of
Christ's divine Sonship was misun-
derstood and denied. Greek mythol-
ogy contained many stories of sons of
gods, supermen, born of a union be-
tween a god and a human woman.
Some of the Jews (Ebionites) con-
ceived of Christ as a common man
equipped with special power at his
baptism. They denied also the virgin
birth. John wanted to be sure that
when he wrote of Jesus as the Son of
God it would be understood at the
outset that the Sonship of Jesus was
precisely a matter of personal deity
and nothing less. When the Bible,
therefore, calls Jesus the Son of God,
the statement is meant as the asser-

Rev. Haak is pastor of the Protestant
Reformed Church of Lynden, Washing-
ton.

492/ Standard Baarer (September 15, 1954

John 1:1-18

tion of His distinct personal deity.
Jesus was, and is, God.

John does not bring the term
“Son” into his opening sentences at
all; instead, he speaks of The Word.
(SeelJohn1:1,5:7; Rev.19:13.) Weare
left in no doubt about who is meant,
for John tells us in verse 14 that the
Word “was made flesh and dwelt
among us, and we beheld his glory.”
The Word is Christ. We can say at
least two things about Christ when
He is designated “the Word.” First,
He is the revelation of God, the One
who “declares” (v. 18), or tells forth
the Father (Matt. 11:27; John 17:26).
Second, the Word of God is His cre-
ative utterance, the actual power of
God toaccomplish His purposes (Gen.
1:3; Ps. 33:9). Thus, the Word is the
perfect revelation of the Father, as
well as God in His power to create all
things.

John proceeds to tell us the fol-
lowing things about the Word:

1. He is eternal. In the begin-
ning He was. Proverbs 8:23.

2. He is a distinct person. He
was with God. He stood inan eternal
relationship to God. Proverbs 8:30;
John 1:18,

3. He is divine (Deity, God).
Hewas God, nota creature. Hebrews
1:3; I Timothy 3:1.

4. Heisthe Creator. All things
were made by Him. Hebrews 1:1-3.

5. He is the source of all light
and life. Isaiah 60:1-3.

6. He is Incarnate, made flesh.
Romans 8:3.

Thus, the identity of Christ is es-

-“

tablished at the outset: He is the
Eternal Word of God now bomn
among us (I Cor. 8:9).

Outline of Verses 1-18
1. The distinct, personal Deity
of Christ (vv. 1-5).
2. The relationship of John the
Baptist to Christ (vv. 6-8).
3. Thereception Christ received
{vv.9-13).
a. TheworldknewHimnot.
b. His own received Him
not.
¢. A company born of God
received him.
4. The Incarnation (v. 14).
5. The surpassing excellence of
Christ (vv. 15-18).
a. Greater than John the
Baptist.
b. Superior to Moses.
c. Revealer of the Father.

Questions for Study and Discussion

1. What“beginning” is referred
toin verse 1?7

2. WhyisJesustermed here“the
Word"? What is the exact force and
significance of that title?

3. Show that Christ is both a
distinct person in the Godhead, and
at the same time fully God. Other
Scriptures? Creeds?

4. What does it mean that Jesus
is the “Life,” and the “Light of men"?
Explain what is meant in verse 9 that
He “lighteth every man that cometh
into the world.”

5. Why is Christ universally re-
jected? What is the awful seriousness



of this? What is the only possibility of
this being changed?

6. What is meant by the Incar-
nation? (See Art. 18, 19 of the Belgic
Confession.)

7. Show the sovereignty of Di-
vine grace from verse 13.

8. Inwverse 1 the word “dwelt”
means “tabernacled.” It points us
back to the tabernacle in the wilder-
ness. In what respects did the Taber-
nacle foreshadow and typify Christ?
What does this have to do with the
truth of the Covenant?

Book RHeviews

9. Whatis meantby “webeheld
his glory”?

10. In what sense is Jesus before
John the Baptist?

11. Whatis the meaning of verse
1?

12. Why arewe told thattheLaw
was given by Moses, but grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ?

13. From verse 18 explain the
relation between the Father and the
Son. In what sense does the Son
declare Him? Can this be applied to
the Trinity and be used to teach the

personal properties of the Father and
the Son?

And now, after reading this passage,
can we ever give too much honour to
Christ? Can we ever think too highly of
Him? Lel ws banish the unworthy
thought from our minds forever. Lef us
learn to exali Him more in our hearts
and to rest more confidingly the whole
weight of our souls in His hands, Christ
is the meeting-point between the Trinity
and thesinner'ssoul. He that honoureth
not the Son, honoureth not the Father
which sent him.

J.C.Ryle O

Arthur W, Pink: Born to Write, by
Richard P. Belcher. Columbia, SC:
Richbarry Press, 1980; rev. ed. 1993.
165 pp. $6.95 (paper). Arthur W.
Pink: Letters from Spartanburg, 1917-
1920, ed. Richard P. Belcher. Colum-
bia, SC: Richbarry Press, 1993. 287
pp. $10.95 (paper). (Reviewed by the
Editor)

Arthur W. Pink: Born to Write is
a revised edition of the biography of
Pink that the author originally pub-
lished in 1982. The revised edition
avails itself of newly discovered cor-
respondence between Pink and his
publisher, I.C. Herendeen.

The biography is an interesting,
informative account of the life and
labor of an influential, but strange,
man. Pink's books now sell in the
hundreds of thousands. His The Sov-
ereignty of Godcontinuestolead men
and women to Calvinism. During his
lifetime, he had very little influence.
Hisaudience was the very small read-
ership of his paper, Studies in the
Scriptures. All his books have been
formed from these Studies.

Pink was a minister who never
found it in the pastoral ministry. He
could not work in a congregation.
Wherever he went, he met with (or
caused) trouble and rejection. Look-
ing for a pastorate, he wandered all
over the United Statesand traveled to
Australia, to England, and to Scot-

land. He ended as a recluse on an
island off the coast of Scotland.

The seriousness of his individu-
alism was that he rejected the insti-
tuted church. For the bigger part of
his life he lived outside the church.
And outside the church he died.

Letters from Spartanburg, 1917-
1920 is the publication of the newly
discovered letters that Pink wrote to
his publisher and friend, 1. C.
Herendeen. The letters will delight
all those who love Pink. They are of
value to others in that they contain a
good deal of doctrinal discussion and
biblical exposition. The letter of July
30th 1918 is a worthwhile discussion
of reprobation and its basis in Ro-
mans 9. In passing, Pink mentions a
mutual acquaintance who “professes
to believe heartily in God’s Sover-
eignty and Election — but I don't
think he ever preaches them” (p. 34).
Nothing has changed. W

The Writings of John Calvin: An
Introductory Guide, by Wulfert
deGreef. Translated by Lyle D.
Bierma. Foreword by Willem van't
Spijker. Grand Rapids: Baker Books,
1993. 254 pp. $14.99 (paper). [Re-
viewed by the Editor.]

This is a valuable addition to the
body of writings on John Calvin.
Dutch Calvinscholar Wulfert deGreef
has given us a guide to the study of

Calvin. More specifically, hehas given
us a guide to the writings of Calvin.
deGreef has organized all of Calvin's
writings by topics, e. g., “Building Up
the Church”; “Debating with Roman
Catholics”; and “Striving for Unity.”
He gives abrief description of each of
the writings in each category, includ-
ing the date, the occasion, and the
content.

Adding to the worth of the book
for all students of Calvin are the ref-
erences to the translations of the vari-
ous writings of Calvin, as well as to
important secondary works dealing
with the writing of Calvin under con-
sideration. It is helpful to learn that
the book against the Anabaptists that
Calvin published in 1544 in French
has been translated into English (by
Benjamin Farley) and has been com-
mented on in several books and ar-
ticles (see p. 167, footnote 4).

This treatment of Calvin's writ-
ings includes many historical and
theological observations. In the in-
troduction to his commentary on
Isaiah, Calvin dealt with the office of
the prophet (p. 103); Knox's stormy
blast against female rulers in the state
was bothersome to Calvin (pp. 103,
104); Bolsec’s “biography” of the Re-
former “was full of shameless lies and
slander” (p. 119).

On the principle that one cannot
appreciate Calvin's work without
knowingsomething of hislife, deGreef
begins the book with a briefbut infor-
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mative account of Calvin's life. It is
intriguing to be reminded that Calvin
did not become a citizen of Geneva
until 1559. Before this, he was merely

one of the habitants, the “registered
aliens.” Noteworthyis Calvin'sreadi-
ness to adapt to existing ecclesiastical
practices for the sake of peace, e. B

the celebration of Christmas (p. 57).

The book concludes with a chro-
nological index of Calvin’s writings
(pp. 237-241). O

News From Our Churches Mr. Benjamin Wigger

Minister Activities

Seminarian Allen Brummel and
his family were delayed for much of
this past summer in entering
Singaporebecause of some “red tape”
problems with the government there.
During this delay Seminarian
Brummel was able to fill in on occa-
sion for some of ourchurches’ pastors
while they were on wvacation, or
preaching for our churches” mission
in the San Luis Valley, Colorado. Fi-
nally on Monday, August 1, the
Brummel family was able toleave the
States for Singapore, where plans call
for Seminarian Brummel to spend his
semester of internship in the Evan-
gelical Reformed Churches of
Singapore under the guidance of Rev.
J. Kortering, our churches’ minister-
on-loan there.

We can also report here that Rev.
and Mrs. J. Kortering returned to
Singapore following their stay in the
States this past summer with family
and friends.

Rev. C. Haak declined the call
from our Loveland, CO PRC to labor
as home missionary in the San Luis
Valley, CO.

Rev. B. Gritters has accepted the
call to serve as pastor of our
Hudsonville, MI PRC.

Congregational Activities

If you are a regular reader of this
“News" report you may remember
thatin the last issue we reported that
the Hudsonville, MI PRC had assisted
their daughter congregation, the
Georgetown PRC, by giving them tem-
porary use of their vacant parsonage
while construction was underway on

Mr. Wigger is an elder in the Protestant
Reformed Church of Hudsonuville, Michi-

gan.
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their own parsonage for their newly
installed and first pastor, Rev. R.
VanOverloop. Now that Rev, B.
Gritters has accepted Hudsonville's
call, this is no longer possible.
Hudsonville's parsonage is no longer
vacant. Georgetown has been able to
find a suitable home to rent in
Grandville, MI, located at 4500 41st
St., which I think places their tempo-
rary parsonage quite close to our
Grandville PRC.

Our Georgetown congregation
met on the 15th of August and de-
cided to begin construction of a par-
sonage of their own. They have pur-
chased a lot in Georgetown Forest, a
housing development about a half-
mile south of where they presently
meet in the Bauer Elementary School.
Plans called for construction to begin
withinaweekof the go-ahead voteon
the 15th. It appears that this home
will be built big enough to serve also
as a meeting place for church func-
tions throughout the week, like soci-
eties and catechism classes.

The Council of our South Hol-
land, ILPRCreported to their congre-
gation recently that new video equip-
ment for the taping of their worship
services has now been installed. Two
cameras are mounted in the audito-
rium, and the control and recording
equipment is located in the balcony.
This new equipment allows South
Holland to record up to six videos at
the same time. In connection with
this new equipment, South Holland
will also be starting a tape library
from which the congregation canbor-
row tapes free of charge.

Many of the Psalters which are
used by our Peace PRC in Lynwood,
IL were evidently in need of repair.
Toremedy this problem, their council
scheduled a Psalter repair night for
mid-August, with help being asked

from all church members, junior high
age and older.

The congregation of our Pella, IA
PRC was kept busy this past summer
astheysponsored aseries of seminars
for their community on the subject,
“The Biblical Basis of the Reformed
Faith.” These seminars followed the
division found in our five points of
Calvinism. From subsequent bulle-
tins that arrived here, it appears that
these seminars were very well re-
ceived.

Young People’s Activities

Many of our churches’ young
people (309 conventioneers), along
with 31 chaperons, were in Belling-
ham, WA the first week of August for
the 54th annual Young People’s Con-
vention. Besides participating in
many recreational activities and dis-
cussion groups on peer pressure and
personal devotions, they heard
speechesby Revs. C. Haak, B. Gritters,
and M. Dick on the theme “Victorious
Through Faith.” You can be assured
that even as this year's convention
was unfolding, plans were well un-
derway for next year's 55th annual
convention, sponsored by Grandbville,
MI PRC's young people’s society.
Area bulletins are already showing
signs of up-coming fund-raisers for
that convention.

In news from this year’'s conven-
tion, South Holland's bid for the 1996
convention wasacceptedby the Young
People’s Federation Board. So, young
people, make your plans.

Food for Thought
“The more progress a man has
made in knowledge of true religion,
the more sensible will he be that he is
far from the mark.”
- John Calvin
on Psalm 86 O
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
On August 2, 1994, our dear par-
ents and grandparents,

MR. and MRS. TUNIS JANSMA,
celebrated 45 years of marriage. We
are thankful to God and grateful to
them for providing us with a covenant
home with godly instruction in the way
that we should go. It is our prayer that
God will continue to keep them in His
loving care and grantthem many more
years to share with each other.

“Butthe mercy of the Lord is from
everlasting to everlasting upon them
that fear him, and his rightecusness
unto children's children; to such as
keep his covenant, and to those that
remember his commandments to do
them” (Psalm 103:17-18).
© David and Diane Bonestroo
© Marlys Brands
© David and Rachel Griess
@ Terrance and Dee Jansma

11 grandchildren
Hull, kv

502/5tandard Bearer [September 15, 1994

ANNOUNCEMENTS

RESOLUTION OF SYMPATHY

The Council of the First Protes-
tant Reformed Church of Grand Rap-
ids expresses its heartfelt sympathy
to its fellow officebearers, Elder Ken
Doezema, inthe passing of his son-in-
law,

MR. BERNARD WIGGER,

and Elder Willem Hofman, inthe pass-
ing of his brother-in-law,
MR. ERNEST PLUGER.
May the comfort of the families be in
this: that the death of His saints is, in
the sight of the Lord, precious (Psalm
116:15).
Rev. Meindert Joostens, President
Donald J. Faber, Clerk

NOTICE!!

Annual RFPA Meeting
September 22, 1994, 8:00 p.M.
Faith PR Church

Three new board members will be
elected from a nomination consisting
of Vern Casemier, Ed Hoekstra, Harve
Holstege, Leon Kamps, Sr., Ken
Rietema, Sr., and Bob Vermeer.

NOTICE OF BIBLE STUDY
AT DORDT

A group of students dedicated to
the historic Reformed faith meets to-
gether Monday evenings at 7:00 inthe
Dordt College library for a Bible study.
The mestings are sponsored by the
Protestant Reformed Churches in the
area. The plans are to begin the study
with the prophecy of Jonah. The
study is in noway limited to Protestant
Reformed students; those outside the
PRC are most welcome. If you know
students at Dordt who may be inter-
ested, please do encourage them to
attend. Questions may be directed to
Rev. Russ Dykstra (712) 726-3382,

NOTICE

The issue of September 15 is the
lastinVolume 70. Bound valumes will
be made available for $16.00 (+ post-
age) each. Or, if you bring or send to
the SB editorial office soon your own
loose issues for binding, you can ob-
tain the bound volume for just $9.00.
(The latter service can be provided if
wie have your copies by October 15.)



