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S Rev. Rodney Miersma

Content with the Present

Let your conversation be without
covetousness; and be content with such
things as ye have: for he hath said, I
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
So that we may boldly say, The Lord
is my helper, and I will not fear what
man shall do unto me.

Hebrews 13:5, 6

he words of our text look at
covetousness from a differ-
ent point of view than that

Rev. Miersma is pastor of Immanuel Prot-
estant Reformed Church in Lacombe,
Alberta, Canada.

482/Standard Bearer/September 15, 2002

to which we are accustomed. Usu-
ally we are addressed with respect
to the negative, being warned of the
dangers of material prosperity and
the seeking of such; for when we
seek the things of this world, the
Lord sends leanness into our souls.
Many texts in Scripture admonish us
in this regard. However, our text
looks at the positive side, telling us
what we must do, instead of telling
us what we may not do.

These words are written to us,
the church of Jesus Christ. Even
though all men are commanded to
serve the Lord, these words are di-
rected, first of all, to the church.

There is good reason for this, be-
cause it is only the church, re-
deemed by the blood of Christ and
possessing His Spirit, that can give
heed to these words. In the world,
contentment is forever an impossi-
bility, for contentment is a gift of
God'’s grace, which He gives only
to His own, the church.

In order to see more clearly
what contentment is, we should first
look at its opposite, covetousness.
The writer starts here because we
are so inclined to be guilty of this
sin. How men covet the things of
this world and the money that is
used to purchase them! Oh, what a



magic word that seems to be —
money! Money is largely the power
that rules the world, controlling the
lives of men, individuals, corpora-
tions, and nations. People are will-
ing to do almost anything for
money. For it they are willing to
be dishonest, lie, and sell their own
souls. It is the god of this world and
of all men by nature. The posses-
sion of money is considered to be
the purpose of life itself. The Word
of God admonishes us not to live
that way. I Timothy 6:10 tells us
that the love of money is the root of
all evil. In Colossians 3:1, 2 we are
exhorted to seek the things above,
not those on the earth. In the ser-
mon on the mount, Christ admon-
ishes us not to gather unto ourselves
treasures that are on the earth,
where moth and rust corrupt, and
not to be anxious for the morrow,
but to seek the kingdom of God first
and only (Matt. 6:19, 33). Later, in
Matthew 13:22, Christ would have
us realize the deceitfulness of riches.
The reason for all these admonitions
is found in the fact that we all are
by nature so covetous. We lust af-
ter these things. We seek to grasp
what we do not have. That is what
the Scripture calls coveting,.

Covetousness reveals itself in
different ways. First of all, there is
the man who seeks the treasures of
this world and squanders them as
quickly as he has acquired them.
He lives for the sheer enjoyment of
all that this life offers. It is not a
question of daily bread, but simply
of wanting more. On the other
hand, there is the miser, who, pos-
sibly, has worked day and night to
accumulate some of the wealth of
this world, then hoards it, gloating
over that which is his. Both seek
the earthy as an end in itself, not as
a means with which one must serve
the Lord. Both have an anxious care
for the things of the world, and both
are dissatisfied with their present
state or condition.

Contentment we have when the
inner state of the soul is in har-
mony with the conditions around
us. Content we should be regard-

ing many things, including the
physical condition of our body, of
our family, and of our work and
friends. Whether they be adverse
circumstances or favorable, when
our soul is in harmony with them
we have contentment and peace.
And remember, contentment does
not take into consideration the
neighbor who may have much
more than we. This we are so in-
clined to do, always looking to the
right or left, but not heavenward,
from whence we must receive all
gifts of grace. Contentment is the
virtue that gives peace whether we
are millionaires or paupers. We
speak of contentment as a gift and
a virtue, for such it really is. Itisa
blessed gift of grace, given by God
the fountain of all good. By na-
ture no one possesses it. True vir-
tues such as love, peace, joy, and
others, including contentment, are
gifts of God’s grace and are never
found in the world.

We are admonished here to ex-
ercise this virtue. The writer is
speaking to people who apparently
have only the bare necessities of life.
This can hardly be said of any of us
today. We have much more than
our daily bread. But most of God’s
people, as described in Scripture
and seen in history, have been poor.
Throughout history they have had
to suffer much because of wars,
famines, disaster, depression, and
persecution. And yet God’s people
were called upon to be always con-
tent. Only those who have experi-
enced these things really know what
a marvelous gift the grace of con-
tentment is.

But why? Why should we be
content? In the text the writer
quotes a promise of the Lord given
in the Old Testament on several dif-
ferent occasions. There the Lord as-
sured His people that He would be
with them and never leave them.
This promise is also given to these
Hebrew Christians. They must be
content, for He has said: I will
never leave thee nor forsake thee.

By means of this quotation the
writer, first of all, shows them that

they must live by the Word of God.
As we must do that today with the
completed Scriptures, so they had
to do it with the Word of God
which they possessed at that time,
namely, the Old Testament. That
Word is our only source of com-
fort and light. It guides us and
teaches us the way of the saints.
By this Word we must live, and by
this Word only.

The promise of which our text
speaks was given first of all to
Jacob when he was fleeing to his
uncle Laban. He had a dream, at
night, of a ladder reaching to
heaven. In the morning the Lord
spoke these words to him. “Be-
hold, I am with thee, ... I will not
leave thee.” Comforting words
they surely were for Jacob. The fu-
ture was very dark for him; he had
no idea what lay ahead. It is at
this time that the Lord assures him
that He will never leave him.
Later, when Moses speaks his last
words to the Israelites and points
out to them the dangers that are
lurking on their path, he speaks the
same words. He means to say: Is-
rael, remember this, the Lord
promises you that He will not leave
you or forsake you. And when Is-
rael stands at the threshold of
Canaan, seeing the multitude of
wicked Canaanites that they must
overcome, this promise again
comes to them. This promise the
Lord always gives to His people,
also to us who live in the confu-
sion and unrest of our day.

But what does this promise re-
ally mean? It is put in a negative
form; the Lord will not leave nor
forsake us. The word leave means
to let loose, give up, let sink. To for-
sake means to abandon, desert, leave
behind in a condition of helplessness.
The two words belong together. To
be forsaken of God is the most ter-
rible thing that can happen to any
human being. And yet this is ex-
actly what Christ experienced. God
let go of Him. In fact, God ban-
ished Him from His presence to ex-
perience the torments of hell. And
when He was in the depths of this
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suffering He cried out, O my God,
my God, why? But it was through
this way that He made atonement
for His people, so that they would
never be forsaken of Him.

Stating it positively, it means
that God will be with them, help
them, and keep them. On the basis
of Christ's work, this promise is
given to the saints throughout time.
God will hold them in His almighty
hand. To make this personal, He
says to you as believer: “At no time,
in no wise, under no circumstances
will I ever leave you. I will never,
never leave you or forsake you.”
There you have it. God will always
be with you. And when the al-
mighty, gracious God is with you,
you have everything. All is well.
What a blessed promise! But does
this promise imply that He will give
you abundance of material things?
That you will always be prosper-
ous? We know better. We must
see, first of all, that the wicked do
have bread and are forsaken.
Hence, abundance of earthly things
is in itself no evidence that God is
with us. Secondly, we must remem-
ber that bread and other earthly
things are not the most important
things of life. We may often think
so, and we may live in this con-
sciousness, but to have God, that is

Editorial

the all-important thing. In the third
place, when a parent assures his
child that he will always seek his
good and keep him under his pro-
tecting care, does this imply that the
child will receive everything he de-
sires? Again I say, we know better.
The wise parent will withhold much
from the child because he seeks his
spiritual welfare. Would the all-
wise, all-loving Father do it differ-
ently?

Sometimes it is necessary for us
to experience hardships and trials
and poverty. But in them all God
assures us that He will never leave
us, but always be with us with His
strengthening Spirit and Word.
Enjoying this promise, we as His
children surely should be content.
That is the idea of the text. What
tomorrow will bring, no one
knows; the future is always un-
known to us. But this we know,
God will not forsake us. He will
also give us in His wisdom and
love what we need regarding our
physical lives. Be, therefore, not
covetous, but content. Living by
these promises we have peace of
mind and heart. What a blessed
life is the life of the saint when he
lives by the Word of God!

Doing this we will also be able
to express what we read in the last

verse of our text. There we read:
“So that we may boldly say, The
Lord is my helper, and I will not
fear what man shall do unto me.”
The idea is that when we live by
the Lord’s promises we can utter
these words as an expression of our
hearts. Also these words are a quo-
tation of the Old Testament, Psalm
118. Surrounded by evil men, the
psalmist is not afraid; for Jehovah,
the faithful One, is his helper. The
idea of the text is that when His
beloved ones cry, He is there im-
mediately. The cry of faith is never
lost in the wind, but is ever heard.
Whatever the future holds for us,
we know that Jehovah is our helper.
We live in dark days. They will get
darker. Do we turn to the things of
this world for our strength and com-
fort? No, we turn to God in prayer.
We will pray that our faith may be
increased, that we may be able to
live by His Word only, that we will
receive grace to seek the kingdom
of God first and only, and that we
may live only by His promises.

Doing these things by the grace
of God we shall be content, regard-
ing the things of today and of to-
morrow. And God will be our
helper, never leaving us, until we
enter His home with its many man-
sions. €

;

“He Shinesin All That’s Fair”
(and Curses All That’s Foul) (8)

Confusion of Grace
and Providence

t is a fundamental doctrinal
error of the theory of common
grace as taught by Dr. Rich-
ard Mouw in He Shines in All That's
Fair (Eerdmans, 2001), his mentor
Abraham Kuyper, and his numer-
ous allies in Reformed and Presby-
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terian churches worldwide, that it
confuses grace and providence.
The existence of the world is grace;
that man did not become a devil at
the fall was grace; rain and sun-
shine are grace; Beethoven’s musi-
cal ability was grace; that my de-
cent, unbelieving neighbor does not
commit the sins of the Marquis de
Sade (so far as we know) is grace;

and that Greece in times past and
the United States in the present de-
velop a grand civilization is grace.

Confusion of grace and provi-
dence is inexcusable for Reformed
theologians and churches. The Re-
formed creeds plainly and sharply
distinguish these two powers and
works of God. The consequences
of this confusion are destructive of



the biblical, Reformed faith and
life.

Providence, which follows
upon the work of creation in the
beginning, is divine power that
keeps all things in existence and
governs them (Heid. Cat., Lord’s
Day 10; West. Conf., 5). Grace,
which carries out the work of re-
demption, is divine power that
blesses and saves guilty, depraved
sinners (Heid. Cat., Lord’s Days 11-
33; West. Conf., 7-18).

The power of providence is di-
rected by the counsel of provi-
dence, which is the wise plan of
God decreeing that and how all
things will glorify Him in the day
of Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:9-11; Bel.
Conf., Art. 13). The power of grace
originates in and is controlled by
the counsel of predestination,
which purposes the salvation of the
elect church (Eph. 1:3-12).

The power of providence is all
comprehensive, extending as well
to devils as to angels and includ-
ing as well the wicked deeds of the
reprobate as the good works of the
elect (West. Conf., 5.4; Acts 4:23-
28). The power of grace is particu-
lar, extending exclusively to the
elect church in Jesus Christ (Rom.
8:28-11:36; Canons of Dordt).

Providence serves grace. God’s
upholding and governing of all
things accomplish the spiritual and
eternal good of elect believers. In
His providence, God sends evils
upon the believer that work his
good (Heid. Cat., Q. 26). Accord-
ing to the original German of
Lord’s Day 10 of the Heidelberg
Catechism, the providence of God
makes all things “come to us,” that
is, to us who believe in Jesus
Christ, from the fatherly hand of
God (German: “alles ... von seiner
vaterlichen hand uns zukomme”).
Providence works for the blessed-
ness of the children of God. The
Catechism is clear that providence
does not intend, or effect, the bless-
edness of all humans without ex-
ception: “All things ... come to us
from His fatherly hand.”

Providence serves grace, but

providence is not grace. Providence
itself does not deliver from sin.
Providence itself does not bless.
Providence itself does not accom-
plish anyone’s true good. Provi-
dence itself does not reveal the love
of God for anyone, just as it itself
does not betoken God’s hatred for
anyone. That is, from the fact that
one exists, is marvelously gifted,
and possesses great wealth, one can-
not infer that he is the object of
God's favor. Think of the ungodly
of Psalm 73. Similarly, from the fact
that one is grievously afflicted, one
cannot infer that he is the object of
divine wrath. Think of Job.

That providence is not grace is
plain on the face of it. Mere exist-
ence is not grace for a man. Jesus
said about the traitor that it “had
been good for that man if he had
not been born” (Matt. 26:24).
Providence gives existence, and
many splendid abilities, to the
devil. If providence is grace, God
is gracious to Satan.

Providence includes the evils in
human life and history. If provi-
dence is grace, the flood was grace
to those who perished in it; the
brimstone and fire that fell upon
Sodom and Gomorrah were grace
to those cities; the Nazi regime was
grace to the Jews; and the rape and
murder of little girls by mon-
strously wicked men in a decadent
society are grace to those girls and
their parents.

God’s providence will everlast-
ingly uphold and govern hell and
its inhabitants. Who will say that
this providence will be grace to the
damned?

Providence in itself is not grace
even to the believing child of God.
Consider the good things that fall to
the believer. The well-watered land
near Sodom was not blessing for Lot.
The great wealth or the striking
beauty that comes to a Christian may
prove to be spiritually, and even
physically, destructive.

Consider the evil things that be-
fall a believer. In itself, the death of
a loved one, or financial ruin, or can-
cer is no blessing, does not turn from

sin, and lacks the power to draw the
sufferer nearer to his God. By them-
selves, such evils embitter or de-
press. Not providence in itself, but
the grace of God working with the
evils in the believer’s heart and mind
makes the evils beneficial.

Consider the sins in the life of
the child of God. These too are
included in providence. Was
David’s adultery with Bathsheba
grace and blessing for him? In it-
self? Was Peter’s denial of Christ
grace for the disciple? That God
governed these sinful deeds for the
spiritual and everlasting good of
David and Peter, and indeed of the
whole church, is beyond question.
But it was the grace of God that
humbled, forgave, and then re-
newed David and Peter in connec-
tion with their melancholy falls that
blessed them, not the sinful deeds
themselves —mere providence.

Grace is not in things; grace is
in the Spirit and gospel of the cru-
cified and risen Jesus Christ. Things
in themselves are not blessings, any-
more than they are curses; blessing
and curse are the living Word of
God in and with and through
things. God’s goodness to a per-
son—the divine favor that blesses
him —is not identical with, nor de-
termined by, a person’s earthly
prosperity; God’s goodness to a per-
son is identical with, and deter-
mined by, his eternal election,
known by a true faith in Christ, that
guides a man or woman to ever-
lasting glory, regardless of his or her
physical, earthly, temporal misery
and want. “Truly God is good to
Israel, even to such as are of a clean
heart,” though the clean of heart is
plagued all the day long, and chas-
tened every morning (Ps. 73).

Providence, Not Common Grace

All that Dr. Mouw attributes to
common grace is, in fact, a matter
of providence, and of creation, of
which divine work providence is
the continuation.

The continued existence of the
world after man’s fall, as of repro-
bate, ungodly humans, is provi-
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dence, not grace. By His providen-
tial power, God keeps His creation
in existence, now as a kingdom of
Satan and under His curse (Bel.
Conf., Art. 13). By His providential
power, God maintains fallen man as
man, though now displaying the im-
age of the devil and serving the god
of this world (Acts 17:24-28).

The notion—popular with
those who confuse grace and provi-
dence—that God had to adminis-
ter a dose of common grace to
fallen man to prevent him from be-
coming a devil is utterly without
biblical and creedal basis. The no-
tion is foolish. No more than there
is evolution is there devolution of
the species. Creation fixed the spe-
cies. Neither sin nor salvation af-
fects this fixity. God made man
man, and man he remains, whether
saint or sinner, whether glorified
in heaven or shamed in hell. Even
the most ardent advocates of com-
mon grace will grant that damned
men and women in hell will be hu-
mans, not devils. But the reason
will not be common grace, since on
the admission of the defenders of
common grace themselves common
grace must cease on the day of
Christ.

The purpose of God with the
continued existence of the world,
as of the reprobate, ungodly race
of humans, is gracious. It is His
gracious will to save an elect
church from all nations and races
to the praise of His glory in Jesus
Christ (Eph. 1:9-12). This gracious
purpose extends to the creation it-
self, which will share in the “glori-
ous liberty of the children of God”
(Rom. 8:21). Recognition of a gra-
cious purpose of providence does
not confuse grace and providence.

As providence explains the
continuing existence of a fallen
world, so also does it account for
the various physical, mental, sci-
entific, artistic, technological, and
political abilities of unregenerated
men and women. Likewise, provi-
dence is the power of the natural,
cultural development of nations.
The only nation whose develop-
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ment is due to grace is the one
“holy nation,” the church, the spiri-
tual kingdom of Christ.

In creating man, the Creator
gave him many, unique, excellent
gifts. Indelibly stamped on man,
as man, are kingship and commu-
nity. Although the fall severely
weakened man’s natural powers
and made him a rebel-king, who
seeks community apart from God,
providence maintains man’s gifted
kingship. In a mysterious way, the
everywhere present and almighty
power of providence arouses and
compels fallen men to develop
their gifts and powers, and to do
so in order finally to establish a
grand world-kingdom in which the
race is united. This is to say, the
power of the Creator that made
man in the beginning now main-
tains him as man and impels him
to behave as man.

An aspect of the aesthetic na-
ture of man by virtue of creation is
music. The fall did not strip man
of appreciation and ability for mu-
sic. As a power bestowed on man
by His Creator, the gift of music is
good. But as devoted by the totally
depraved sinner away from the
glory of God and away from the
promotion of the kingdom of Christ
to the glory of man and to the pro-
motion of the kingdom of this
world, the actual activity of com-
posing, or playing, or singing is sin.

High among the abilities of
men, as the Reformed have always
recognized, is the political gift, the
ability to move and rule a people
and nation. Adolf Hitler had this
gift. The ability itself was good, as
a gift of providence. Therefore, in
a way, Hitler and his propagan-
dists were right, in spite of them-
selves, when they proclaimed that
Hitler had been raised up by
“Providence” as the uniquely
gifted “leader” of Germany. But,
in fact, they lied, for they meant
that God gave Hitler and his gift
of ruling to Germany in His grace
and as a blessing. They confused
grace and providence. Would the
defenders of common grace want

to contend that Hitler possessed
and exercised his remarkable gift
of ruling by the common grace of
God, whether as blessing of Hitler,
of Germany, or of the world?

The deepest concerns of Rich-
ard Mouw in defending common
grace, as of Abraham Kuyper be-
fore him, are the continuing exist-
ence of the world after the fall, the
presence and development in the
fallen human race of all kinds of
splendid natural abilities, and the
Christian’s association with the un-
godly in everyday earthly life, us-
ing and even enjoying the cultural
products of the wicked.

The explanation is providence,
not grace.

To confuse grace and provi-
dence is to go wrong as regards
both of the outstanding works of
God, creation and redemption.

The Absurdity of Common Grace

Common grace’s confusion of
grace and providence ends in ab-
surdity. It has Christianity Today
declaring, in an enthusiastic en-
dorsement of Mouw’s book, that
God enjoys a baseball game (see
“Why God Enjoys Baseball,” Chris-
tianity Today, July 8, 2002, pp. 49-
52). Common grace makes God
“the big Dodger in the sky.”

Worse, the confusion of grace
and providence that is common
grace had Abraham Kuyper teach-
ing that common grace will pro-
duce the Antichrist.

At the moment of its destruction
Babylon —that is, the world power
which evolved from human life—
will exhibit not the image of a bar-
barous horde nor the image of
coarse bestiality but, on the con-
trary, a picture of the highest de-
velopment of which human life is
capable. It will display the most
refined forms, the most magnifi-
cent unfolding of wealth and
splendor, the fullest brilliance of
all that makes life dazzling and
glorious. From this we know that
“common grace” will continue to
function to the end. Only when
common grace has spurred the full



emergence of all the powers in-
herent in human life will “the man
of sin” find the level terrain
needed to expand this power.

In its development of all the powers
latent in humanity and in creation,
common grace is the “basis” of the
Antichrist. Common grace “leads to
the most powerful manifestation of
sin in history” (Abraham Kuyper,
“Common Grace,” in James D. Bratt,
ed., Abraham Kuyper: A Centennial
Reader, Eerdmans, 1998, pp. 179-182).

Grace—the grace of God—is
the source of the Antichrist! Anti-
christ and his world-kingdom, that
is, the kingdom of Satan, are the
fruit of the grace of God!

Nor may Reformed and Presby-

Letters

B Variation in the Liturgy
I enjoyed Rev. Terpstra’s articles
on “The Believer’s Role in Pub-
lic Worship,” but his January 15,
2002 article prompted me to write
and ask a question. As the same
liturgy is performed week after
week, Rev. Terpstra notes that there
is a temptation to fall into the “sin
of formalism, of using the right
means of worship in the wrong way,
just going through the motions, as if
the elements were empty, insignifi-
cant rituals.” I think this tempta-
tion is a strong one, which makes
me curious about the Reverend’s so-
lution to it. He says that rather than
changing the liturgy, we should just
concentrate more.

If there was only one possible,
acceptable liturgy, I would agree
that this would have to be the so-
lution. But since many variations
could be acceptable I wonder why
changes to the liturgy might not be
a better solution. As long as the
liturgy is identical from week to
week, the temptation to formalism
will always be present.

In other situations we do what
we can to remove temptation. For
example, if the young ladies of a

terian defenders of common grace
dismiss this absurd, if not blasphe-
mous, notion, as the personal specu-
lation of Abraham Kuyper. For one
thing, Abraham Kuyper was the fa-
ther of the doctrine of common
grace that they embrace and defend.
For another thing, they are as com-
mitted to the absurdity as was
Kuyper. It is fundamental common
grace teaching that common grace
works the cultural development of
the race in history. But this history-
long development will culminate in
the culturally impressive kingdom
of Antichrist.

Lo, common grace produces
the beast! The worst enemy of
common grace has not condemned
the theory so conclusively.

congregation dressed in an overly
provocative manner, it could be ar-
gued that the men should simply
concentrate harder, to resist the sin
of lust. But it would also be quite
reasonable to ask the young ladies
to dress in a more sedate manner,
to remove the temptation.

I am not asking for change, sim-
ply for change’s sake, but I do won-
der why variation in the liturgy,
which may help remove a tempta-
tion, would not be a good thing.

Jon Dykstra
Editor, Reformed Perspective,
Edmonton, AB, Canada

Response:

You raise the issue of chang-
ing the liturgy to prevent the threat
of formalism, as I mentioned in the
January 15 article. I can agree with
you that this is possible within the
bounds that Scripture and the sec-
ond commandment give us. The
main elements of worship as pre-
scribed by God are unchanged and
unchanging. However, there may
be variations within this structured
liturgy. For example, the use of a
different doxology could be imple-
mented from time to time. Or the
reading of Scripture could be

In this article, I have addressed
the first two of Dr. Mouw’s deepest
concerns, on account of which he
thinks that common grace is a ne-
cessity. I have contended that the
biblical and Reformed truth of God’s
providence answers the concerns of
Dr. Mouw as regards the continuing
existence of the world and as regards
the natural gifts and powers of un-
godly men and women.

It remains to take up Mouw’s
third concern: the warrant for the
Christian’s full, active life in the
world, including his use and enjoy-
ment of the knowledge and inven-
tions of the ungodly and his associa-
tion and cooperation with unbeliev-
ers in the activities of earthly society.

~ DIE

placed at an earlier time in the ser-
vice, instead of just before the ser-
mon. Or a different creed could
be used for the congregation’s con-
fession, such as the Nicene, instead
of only the Apostles” Creed. I dare
say that all of our Protestant Re-
formed churches use such varia-
tions. And there is no question this
can help to prevent the sin of for-
malism in our worship.

But my point remains -
change or variation in the church’s
liturgy will by itself never solve the
problem of formalism. That is a
matter of the worshiper’s heart. It
is our own personal attitude in
worship and our own personal use
of the elements of the service that
must constantly be changing —
that is, changing according to
God’s work of conversion in us, so
that more and more we hate all
false worship and strive to be pure
and sincere in the way we ap-
proach the Lord and worship Him
in our services. When we guard
our own hearts and seek to be con-
formed on the inside to God’s way
of worship, then and only then will
the sin of formalism be turned
back.

(Rev.) Charles J. Terpstra
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B Saddened by a
Synodical Decision
We are saddened by the deci-
sion of the 2002 Synod of the
Protestant Reformed Churches (PRC)
to end discussions with the United
Reformed Churches in North
America (URC) (“Actions of the 2002
Synod of the PRC,” Standard Bearer,
July 2002). This decision was unfor-
tunate for several reasons.

First, the URC is a faithful de-
nomination committed to the doc-
trines of historic Reformed Chris-
tianity.

Second, a continuing dialogue
between the PRC and URC, while

perhaps not resulting in ecclesias-
tical unity (the stipulated goal of
the PRC Contact Committee),
would, if the PRC were willing,
have the desirable effects of nur-
turing a filial relationship between
the denominations and promoting
greater respect for and understand-
ing of one another.

Third, the rationale articulated
by the synod for ending discus-
sions with the URC reveals an
alarming tendency within the PRC
to elevate controversial, extra-con-
fessional matters to the confes-
sional level. Room for debate and
disagreement should exist within

faithful Reformed denominations
on difficult and often mysterious
issues such as creation science, cov-
enant theology, and eschatology.
Instead of demanding lock-step or-
thodoxy on matters that spark dis-
agreement among the best Re-
formed thinkers, the PRC should
learn from the URC’s example. It
would be a refreshing reform if the
PRC embraced the URC’s humility
and realism by recognizing the
ability of churches and Christians
to differ on some points of doctrine
while remaining united in the faith.
Stephen and Alison VanderWoude

St. John, IN €

M. Pete Adams

T'he 2002 BRF Conference

ou might think that the
biggest news regarding the
British Reformed Fellow-
ship’s Family Conference is that it
occurred at all. But in spite of ru-

mors of its cancellation, it indeed
was held this past July 20-27t%,

Daniel Houseworth, from Cambridge, England,
and Rev. Angus and Mary Stewart

Mr. Adamis is a teacher at Easiside Chris-
tian School and a member, with his fam-
iy, of Fir

in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Protestant Reformed Church
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There were 50 souls in attendance:
12 from Northern Ireland, 15 from
Cambridge, England, 18 from the
United States, and others from vari-
ous places in the British Isles.

The theme of the conference
was “Assurance of Salvation.”
Through a series
of six speeches
by  Professor
David Engelsma
and Rev. Barry
Gritters, the con-
fessional and
scriptural truths
of this impor-
tant, comforting,
invigorating, but
neglected doc-
trine were pre-
sented. The re-
lationships and
connections of
assurance to
faith, election,
the Holy Spirit, and a holy life were
taught. Doubt, which is not for-
eign to the believer, was also
treated. Both speakers and listen-

ers testified that we came to the
conference assured of salvation,
but that the measure of our knowl-
edge of our assurance increased to
the bolstering of our faith.

In addition to the theme
speeches, there were other ad-
dresses. Rev. Angus Stewart gave
a fascinating biographical sketch of
the real Saint Patrick. It turns out
that Patrick ... but no, I'm afraid

Rev. Barry Gritters,
addressing the BRF Conference



you’ll have to wait for an article
that is forthcoming in the Standard
Bearer about him. A local Presby-
terian minister, Rev. David Silver-
sides, was invited to speak on the
topic of guidance. This speech was
also well received.

This was indeed a family con-
ference. There was the pitter-pat-
ter, no, the PITTER-PATTER,
PITTER-PATTER of eight pairs of
little feet running around, with
squeals and laughter. The children
knew when it was time to be quiet,
however. It was a delight to all
the adults to have them there. The
five teenagers were much involved
together during the speeches and
the scheduled outings, and, to say
no more, in a number of extra-cur-
ricular activities as well. The out-
ings included trips to missionary
Patrick’s grave and to the Ulster
Folk Museum, where much of the
earlier life of Ireland could be ex-
perienced; a visit to the local sea-

All Around Us :

B Jonathan Edwards—
and Birth Control

hristian News, August 5, 2002,
presents articles pertaining to
marriage and family. Included is
an interesting quote from the book,
“God’s Vision for Families —What
the Bilble Says About Having Chil-
dren,| by Nancy Campbell. The
quote| is headed by the statement:
“Jonathan Edwards and Laying the
Foundation for Future Generations.”

“Back in 1990 a trace was done
on offspring of the Jonathan and
Sarah Edwards family. Jonathan
Edwards was a theologian, pastor,
misﬁionary and university presi-
dent. He had a brilliant mind. At
age ten he entered Yale College
and at 16 years he graduated at
the head of his class. When he

Rev. VaanBaren is a minister emeritus

the Proltestant Reformed Churches.

side town of Newcastle; and, for
some, even a hike to the top of the
mountains of Mourne. The confer-
ence schedule was deliberately de-
signed to leave much time for read-
ing, strolling to the local village,
walks around the lake — in short,
a true vacation.

If fellowship can be gauged by
the amount of conversation, then
there was abundant fellowship. Af-
ter every meal, after every speech,
and well into each night, conference
members could be seen and heard
discussing their various social, po-
litical, and particularly spiritual
backgrounds and concerns. When
one comprehends the struggle that
some of the families have in order
to raise their children in the truth,
particularly where there is a dearth
of good Christian schools, and when
churches do not see the need to cat-
echize their youth, it is all the more
reason for those of us who have
these privileges to be thankful to
our Father for them.

was 23 years he became pastor of
the church at Northampton, Mas-
sachusetts, which at the time was
the most influential church in
America. That same year he mar-
ried Sarah Pierrepont, a daughter
of one of the founders of Yale, and
they had 12 children.

“By 1900 this godly marriage
had produced: 13 college presi-
dents, 65 professors, 100 lawyers
and a dean of an outstanding law
school, 30 judges, 60 doctors and
a dean of a medical school, 80
holders of public office including
three United States Senators, three
mayors of large cities, three state
governors, vice-president of the
United States, and controller of
United States Treasury. They en-
tered the ministry in platoons,
sent 100 missionaries overseas as
well as staffing many mission
boards. Members of the family
wrote 135 books and edited 18
journals and periodicals. Nearly
another century has gone by since

The BRF also held its biennial
meeting during the week. Besides
dealing with regular business, the
members decided, enthusiastically,
to hold another Conference in two
years’ time in Cambridge, England.
The tentative topic is the “Cov-
enant.” And this brings me to what
I consider the biggest news regard-
ing the Conference: the positive
hope for the future that was evi-
dent. One would initially, perhaps,
attribute this to a whistling-in-the-
dark, wishful optimism; yet, the
members speak of contentment
with the Lord’s way in the distress-
ing, disruptive events they have
experienced, and they look to Him
to bless their labors to grow and
rebuild. Truly “...the Son of God
...gathers, defends, and preserves
to Himself, ...a church chosen to
everlasting life, agreeing in true
faith.” We are and for ever shall
remain, living members thereof.
Blessed assurance. €2

ev. Gise VanBaren

this study. How much more has
this one family influenced the na-
tion? This happened because one
husband and wife had a vision for
raising godly seed and building a
godly dynasty.”

One can only wonder what
would have been the case if
Jonathan Edwards had practiced
“birth control” or even abortion to
limit the number of children they
had to one or two (as is so com-
mon today—even within the
churches). What a loss, humanly
speaking, there would have been
for the country! More significantly
(though we do not know if all or
most of those listed above were
Christians), one considers Heaven's
population that is drawn by God
from one couple who gave birth to
twelve children. What amazing
fruit follows out of godly couples
who bear children of the covenant!!
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B Roman Catholic Church:

“Salvation for Jews

Apart from Christ.”

"1'he Grand Rapids Press (Aug. 13,
2002) presents an interesting re-

port from the Boston Globe:

The Catholic Church, which
spent hundreds of years trying to
convert Jews to Christianity, has
come to the conclusion it is theo-
logically unacceptable to target
Jews for evangelization, according
to a statement issued Monday by
U.S. Catholic bishops and rabbis
from the country’s two largest
Jewish denominations.

Citing teachings dating to the
Second Vatican Council - and
statements by Pope John Paul II -
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops declared unequivocally
that the biblical covenant between
Jews and God is valid and, there-
fore, Jews do not need to be saved
through faith in Jesus.

“A deepening Catholic apprecia-
tion of the eternal covenant between
God and the Jewish people, to-
gether with a recognition of a di-
vinely given mission to Jews to wit-
ness to God's faithful love, lead to
the conclusion that campaigns that
target Jews for conversion to Chris-
tianity are no longer theologically
acceptable in the Catholic Church,”
declares the document, “Reflections
on Covenant and Mission.”

The declaration, negotiated by
the bishops and an organization
representing Conservative and Re-
form rabbis, demonstrates dramatic
changes in Catholic thinking about
Jews and Judaism in the wake of
the Holocaust. In the decades since
Hitler’s attempt to exterminate
Jews during World War II, the
church rejected its longtime posi-
tion that Christianity superseded
Judaism, and instead embraced Ju-
daism as a legitimate faith both be-
fore and after the life of Jesus.

“The significance is far more
than theological, because for cen-
turies it was the refusal of Jews to
embrace Christian teachings that
legitimized the persecution, and
often murder, of Jews in commu-
nities throughout Christendom,”
said Robert Leikind, New England
regional director of the Anti-Defa-
mation League.
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Jesus and his early followers
were Jewish, but those who em-
braced Christianity began to turn
on those who did not more than a
millennium ago.

Cardinal William Keeler, arch-
bishop of Baltimore and the bish-
ops’ liaison for Christian-Jewish
relations, called Monday’s decla-
ration “a significant step forward
in the dialogue between the
Catholic Church and the Jewish
community in this country.”

The Romish church thus joins
many others among Protestantism
who teach that there is salvation
through many other religions apart
from the cross of Christ. It is one
more large step towards union not
only of churches of divers sorts, but
union even of those of other reli-
gions with what is called “church.”
Increasingly one sees the evidences
of the “harlot” of Revelation 17.

B ‘Non-church’ church

is popular but hollow

"1"’-hen there is the report in the
Rocky Mountain News by Terry

Mattingly, who discusses another

popular trend in our day: the “non-
church” church.

For two millennia, if you knew
a church’s name then you knew
something about the people inside
its doors.

Church names stood for time-
less saints and traditions—from
the Church of the Nativity to the
Church of the Resurrection....

In some flocks, a name might
tell a church’s location or hint at
its origins. The Southern Baptist
Convention’s directory includes
almost every name under the
sun—from Enigma Baptist to
Black Jack Baptist, from Hanging
Dog Baptist to First Baptist of
Disney (Okla.).

But out with the old and in with
the focus groups. Who needs an
old church? “First, the vogue was
for local churches to drop their de-
nominational affiliation from their
name,” wrote scholar Gene Ed-
ward Veith in the evangelical
magazine World. “Then came the
fad of dropping the word church.”

The Community Assembly cf
God Church became first “Commu-
nity Church” and then “The Com-
munity Family Worship Center.”

But the sign outside is just the
beginning. Inside these doors,
many church leaders are
morphing into chatty spiritual
guides, said Veith. Hymns are out
and so are sermons, litanies and
scripture readings. Thousands of
churches are rigging up video
screens.

“Some churches are doing ev-
erything they can to eliminate
anything that might make them
seem like churches,” said Veith.

Now, broadcaster Harold
Camping has turned up the heat
by saying it's time for Christians
to realize that all modern
churches—liberal, conservative
and everything in between— have
gone apostate.

“We must remove ourself (sic)
from the church,” he said in a mani-
festo posted at www.Family
Radio.com. “The church has
ceased to be an institution or di-
vine organism to serve God as His
appointed representative on earth.”
This concept might appeal to mil-
lions of consumers. Sunday morn-
ing? Sleep in. No more boring
rituals and sermons. No guilt-in-
ducing programs to help the poor.

The big problem is that Camp-
ing doesn’t sound all that radical
these days. |

“American churches,” said
Veith, “have been complicit in this
new and heretical anti-church
movement. Many have become so
indifferent to theology that their
version of Christianity consists of
little more than, to use the words
of country singer Tom T. Hall, ‘me
and Jesus'”

The description is quite| accu-
rate. Many “churches” are no
longer churches—but Comnhunity
or Family centers. There |is no
room for the Christ, no room for
His Word. What proves entertain-
ing to the masses becomes the me-
dium to convey “God” to the
people. Many see “God” in every-
thing —but few recognize that one
knows God only through Jesus
Christ. So some will have their
homes to be their “church.” These



would separate themselves from
the sacraments, from official
preaching of the Word, so that they
can meditate by themselves within
their| own homes. The faithful
church is indeed attacked from
many fronts. May God in His
mercy preserve His faithful church,
which is called the very “body of
Chri%’;” in Scripture.

B Reports from
Christian Renewal
Christian Renewal, a church pa-
per published in Canada, con-
tains | reports especially from the
United Reformed Churches, but
also from other Reformed churches
as well. In the issue of August 12,
2002, there are several reports
about the Protestant Reformed
Churches too. A full page, with
pictures, presents an account of the
Young Adults’ retreat in Alberta,
Canada under the sponsorship of
Immanuel Protestant Reformed
Church of Lacombe, AB Canada. It
is a very nice report about a very
worthwhile retreat —according also
to th$ testimony of those who at-
tended.

The paper also presents a re-
port C ull page) of the synod of the
Protestant Reformed Churches. It
is not a full report of synod’s ac-
tions, but concentrates on that de-
cision of synod pertaining to con-
tact with the United Reformed

When Thou S _ '

Reformed Family:

Churches. The PRC synod decided
to break off ecumenical discussions
with the URC on three grounds.
Christian Renewal reported: “There
were three grounds for this deci-
sion. The first two concerned dif-
ferent conceptions of church unity
in the two denominations. The
third specified fundamental doctri-
nal and ethical differences between
the PRC and the URC. The URC
approve unbiblical divorce and re-
marriage after divorce even in the
instance of one of their ministers.
The URC tolerate the ‘framework
hypothesis” as an explanation of the
account of creation in Genesis 1
and 2 by decision of their 2001
synod, which refuses to condemn
this hypothesis in its decision on
creation and evolution. The URC
tolerate, if they do not officially ap-
prove, the doctrine of a conditional
covenant by virtue of their decision
to work toward full ecclesiastical
union with the Canadian Reformed
Churches. The URC tolerate
theonomic postmillennialism by
knowingly admitting into their
ministry one who holds these
teachings.”
The report stated:

Active in the discussions with
the Protestant Reformed Contact
Committee, Rev. Ralph Pontier
was disappointed by the PRC
synod’s decision.

Contemplation

2 wife and mother in the

rimed Church of South Hol-

"

“Meditate on these things....
I Timothy 4:15

urs is a noise-driven cul-
ture. From earliest morn-
ing, one’s life is governed

by the continuous sounds of con-
versation, music, and background

“I am disappointed that the
Committee for Contact with Other
Churches of the Protestant Re-
formed Churches proposed to
their synod, and their synod
adopted, a recommendation to
break off discussions with the
United Reformed Churches.
Scripture commands us to make
every effort to be reconciled with
fellow believers (Eph. 4:3). I do
not think we have exhausted that
mandate with the PRC,” said
Pontier, who saw progress being
made during the talks and an in-
creasing understanding of one an-
other.

“We have much in common
with the PRC doctrinally, histori-
cally and culturally. Our commit-
tee enjoyed good Christian fellow-
ship with the members of their
committee each time we met.
They were gracious and generous
hosts. The dialogues we have had
and the papers produced have
stimulated a deeper understand-
ing of important issues,” said
Pontier. “However, our contact
with them has underscored for me
that adopting extra confessional,
binding positions unilaterally is a
great hindrance to ecumenicity
among Reformed churches.”

The full report of the actions
of our synod on this matter can be
found in the Acts of Synod 2002,
which was recently distributed to
all of the membership of our
churches. €

aryBeth Lubbers

noise.
sing—to us. Telephones ring.
Computers click. Doorbells buzz.
Headsets crackle. Television keeps
up its incessant chatter, often when
no one is in the room. Many of us
have taken to carrying our commu-
nication noise-makers along with

Alarm clocks beep—or
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us attached to belt or waistband, en-
suring that we are never truly free
from the cacophony of our culture.
Grocery stores, shopping malls, and
dentist offices pipe in their intru-
sive music to make sure there is no
lull in noise. The car radio is often
the first dial to be turned on after
the ignition, unless one has the un-
fortunate experience of getting into
the car after a teenager has used it.
Then, the radio and the ignition
come on simultaneously. And,
loudly! We have become pro-
grammed to need noise. Silence,
being alone with one’s thoughts, is
becoming less frequent for us.

Do we feed off noise because
we are afraid to think? Do we fill
the quiet times in our lives with
inconsequential prattle by others
because we ourselves are not able
to think logically and coherently?
Has the derogatory slur become
true of us — that we no longer
have two thoughts in our heads to
rub together? More importantly,
are we spending a decent amount
of time in prayer, meditation, and
reading worthwhile books so that
we are able to think discerningly
and contemplate eternal truths?
Are we using moments each day
in the systematic study of God's
Word? Do we search out and add
companion commentaries and
study helps to our personal librar-
ies to know God better and to en-
joy Him forever? Do we recom-
mend to one another and read the
abundant literature which is avail-
able to us to help us on our pil-
grim journey?

“Be still, and know that I am
God,” says the psalmist in Psalm
46. The author of this psalm is un-
doubtedly demanding a cease from
war and imposing a peace on the
vanquished by the All-conquering
God. “Lay down your arms. Sur-
render, and acknowledge that I am
the one and only victorious God”
(James M. Boice, Expositional Com-
mentary on the Psalms, volume 2).
It is not, Boice adds, primarily a
psalm which calls God’s people to
the contemplative life.
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Nevertheless, on a secondary
level, one does not err to gather
from this passage that there are pe-
riods in one’s life and interludes
during each day when one would
do well to “be still” and meditate
on God. The contemplative hours
are the “selah” from the frenetic
restlessness of this life. Minus mo-
ments of meditation, we are like
wooden animals on a carousel, go-
ing round and round, and going
nowhere. Failure to indulge one-
self in contemplation, writes the
late Dr. Zylstra in Testament of Vi-
sion, and “life is nothing but a
treadmill” (p. 140).

Without study and meditation
it is not difficult to accept the evo-
lutionism that is so prevalent to-
day: man is nothing but a refined
animal. What does an animal do?
Well, he spends a big part of his
day searching for and hiding his
prey; he mates, sleeps, and starts
the vicious cycle all over again.
This is exactly what man without
God is reduced to. He spends all
his days searching for prey —build-
ing bigger and bigger barns. This
includes hiding his prey from oth-
ers — devising new and ingenious
ways to invest his many capital
gains. In the end, the man who
does not make time to know God
and meditate on His Word is noth-
ing more than a pig rooting in the
pea patch. He is no different from
the animal he claims as his ances-
tor. “Man that...understandeth
not, is like the beasts that perish”
(Ps. 49:20).

The world of unbelief needs its
constant pulsating noise. The pro-
fane man squirms in the silence.
When, and if, he meditates, he is
wracked with his own guilt and in-
adequacy. He has no cross to
which he can flee. So, more noise,
please! And, the music — louder,
louder! Drown out the emptiness
of my life! Keep the volume turned
on high, the images flashing, and
the pace accelerated so that I do
not have to consider my end.

How different, by grace, is the
experience of the believer. It is his

delight to know God and enjoy
Him forever. In every facet of his
life, he contemplates God’s sover-
eignty, His lovingkindness, His
grace, and all His many inestimable
attributes. |
How does a Reformed Chris-
tian best do this? One does this
first of all on the Sabbath Day, This
is “Day of all the week the best, /
Emblem of eternal rest,” as the old
hymn says so well. On this day,
especially, by my active attendance
at and participation in the worship
service I close my ears to the deaf-
ening clamor of everything around
me. I listen carefully to the speech
of God. Throughout the day, I im-
merse myself as much as 15 pos-
sible in reading Holy Scrlpture and
other worthwhile books and maga-
zines. Even young children can
and should be trained to sit qul-
etly, at least for a little tm{e
this special day while you as par-
ent read to them from materials ap-
propriate to their development.
Throughout the week, as well, one
must exercise oneself to set apart
time to read and reflect on!spiri-
tual things. In the same volume
Zylstra pens: “ Contemplatlclm can
sanctify work, provide its reason,
give it purpose, harvest its fruits.”
We are not refined animals, We
are a people purchased with pre-
cious blood.
Know God.
Jesus Christ, as always, is our
teacher and example. If the divine
Son of God did not consider it be-
neath Him to go to God in prayer,
or spend time in contemplation,
how much more necessary it is for
us to seek a quiet place to refresh
ourselves for the journey ahead.
When Christ needed strength to go
on, encouragement in His work, or
affirmation in His calling, He es-
caped the milling crowd and went
up into the mountains or to some
other private place. “Come ye
apart and rest a while,” said the
Master to His disciples in| Mark
6:31. !
Be still.

In most of our churches, soci-
|



eties have already begun for the
season. Take time — make time —
to study and prepare for the Bible
discussion. All kinds of good
books, pamphlets, and commentar-
ies are available to us today to as-
sist in the deliberation of God's
Word. Many of them have been
written by our own clergy. Read
for knowledge. Read for enjoy-
ment and pleasure as well. Let us

Grace Life

not be an ignorant and mindless
people. May it not be said of us as
it was of unregenerate Israel: “My
people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge” (Hos. 4:6).

Read.

One must completely shut out
the pandemonium around him, the
ceaseless running to and fro, and
find quiet in God. David did not
find inspiration — or time — to

write His psalms on the run, but
rather, he often considered the
vastness of the heavens, the great-
ness of God, and his own puniness
in comparison in the engulfing soli-
tude of the Judean hillside. From
his prison cell, the apostle Paul did
not call for his laptop (more cur-
sors and keys). He called for his
books and parchments.
Meditate. €

Rev. Mitchell Dick

Dating and the Deep Blue Sea...
and the Way of Christ (5)

In Evangelio Dominus Ego sum,
inquit, veritas. Non dixit, Ego sum
consuetude! (Augustine, in De
Baptismo, 111.6.9, translated, “In the
Gospel the Lord says—‘I am the
truth.” He did not say, ‘I am cus-
tom.””)

ating is fatherless. Mod-

ern American dating is

determined to be father-
less. Not all fathers have suc-
ceeded in aborting all their chil-
dren. But all daters do away with
dads.

Fatherless dating is a sign of
the end of time. It is just one way,
but a significant way, in which end-
time worldling young and not-so-
young people are showing their
disobedience to parents (I Tim. 3:1,
2). It is damning evidence of their
following the end-time despisers of
dominion and those who speak evil
of dignities (Jude 8). It is the sad
story even of Christian parents who
have, in the matter of the marry-
ing of their children, let the chil-
dren lead the way, or at best cried

k is pastor of Grace Protestant

ned Church in Standale, Michigan.

a couple suggestions about Sally,
or a weak warning about Irving
just before their dating children
drove off into the night. Yes, in
the matter of the way of a man with
a maid a modern youth rights-de-
manding-insisting-upon-privacy
subculture governs many-a-Chris-
tian home. Custom rules. Not
Christ. Not Heads. But eyes. And
hands. And lips. And hips. And
hormones. And Hollywood.

More of the Father Principle

The biblical way of a man with
a maid, the biblical way of godly
marrying is family. The isolation
of youth, the pairing off, then the
trysting of couples, is unbiblical,
ungodly, dangerous, and a dis-
honor to and disruption of family.

The way of a man with a maid
is a family affair, or it is simply
this — an affair. Family is the in-
stitution of God to be honored in
the way of our men with maids.
The already existing families (of man
and maid) are to be honored and
involved. Independent, isolated,
collapsing-on-itself-and-each-other
Dating is no institution of God, but
Family is. The way of our men
with maids must be a part of the
way of family, a family affair.

And the only way this will be
is if there is leadership. There must
be father. Since the head of family
is father, father is and must be the
head of the way of a man with a
maid. Not a titular head. Not
Genghis Khan. Nor a brainless
head. But the father whom God
has given to and in our homes to
represent Himself. The father with
the authority, with the compassion,
with the wisdom. Your father,
Grace Life reader! Yours! And, if
you are one, you father ... you!

The vital matter of this father-
principle, father superintendence,
father involvement among our men
with maids has been broached in a
prior article.

We continue with more bibli-
cal proof and conclusions.

S R S

Abraham and the marrying of
his son Isaac is an example in Scrip-
ture of the father principle acted
upon in the marrying of covenant
children.

Recall the scene in Genesis 24.
Sarah, Abraham’s wife, Isaac’s
mother, is dead. The promise of
God to Abraham and Sarah has
been fulfilled, for now, in the birth
of Isaac. It awaits further fulfill-
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ment. For the promise has been
that Abraham would be a father of
a great nation comprised of all the
families of the earth (Gen. 12:2, 3).
Yet at this time there is no other
covenant seed from Abraham’s
loins than Isaac. So now Abraham,
old and blessed in all things (Gen.
24:1), will seek to be blessed fully
in the taking of a wife for the son
of his old age. Little does he know
(though he does know a little!) that
the fullness and the reality of bless-
ing will be in the One seed to come
from His loins in and through
whom families everywhere will be
blessed with all spiritual blessings
in heavenly places (Gal. 3:16; Eph.
1:3; Heb. 11:9, 10)! With little
knowledge of these things, but
with a true and living faith,
Abraham adjures his servant to go
and find a proper wife for Isaac.
Genesis 24 records how the mar-
riage is obviously directed by and
blessed of the Lord.

We often cite the example of
Abraham for our learning just
whom a believer should marry. We
learn from this example, from this
father of all believers and the mar-
rying of his son, that Canaanites
are off limits. Abraham himself
says this (cf. Gen. 24:3). We say
this. No matter how good they
look. No matter how wealthy they
are. No matter how much they
“seem to be eager to come to
church with us....” Canaanites are
Canaanites. And God'’s people are
God’s people. And light has no
fellowship with darkness, nor
Christ with Belial (2 Cor. 6:14-18).
And “lead us not into temptation”
is a prayer we are to make which
ought to make for a prayer-life of
tempting not the Lord and playing
with the doctrines of grace by our
cavorting with shapely but un-
godly Canaanites. And though the
way of a man with a maid is the
way of a converted man loving a
godly woman’s soul and her blue
eyes, the godly way is not one con-
vert seeking in dating to convert
pretty blue eyes.

But more. From Abraham we
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learn the way marrying should be
done. And it should be done, ac-
cording to Abraham’s way, so that
the father leads the way. Accord-
ing to the narrative in Genesis 24
father Abraham got his son a wife.
Abraham sent his servant to his
own country and kindred, to
Mesopotamia and the city of Nahor
(vv. 3, 10). Abraham directs the
whole thing. Abraham’s will is de-
cisive in the matter. Isaac has no
authority here. Presumably, Abra-
ham talked to his son about this.
And presumably Isaac agreed to
the arrangement, just as on the
other end Rebekah was consulted
and agreed with Laban and
Bethuel. But father Abraham is the
Man here, and the vicar of God
here, on behalf of the covenant-
promising, covenant-obliging heav-
enly Father! So Isaac was not to
go and search for a mate for him-
self and by himself. Nor was
Abraham’s servant to bring back a
bunch of beauties or even several
women known for their godliness
(and, of course, godly women can
be beauties too!) from which Isaac
was to choose through some kind
of dating process, and several years
of recreating with one after another
until he had fallen in love with
someone, or at least more in love
with one than the others.

Nothing here of Isaac the In-
dependent One, searching after
some Material One or even some
Spiritual One in relative isolation
from father. Rather, here is father
acting for the son, in the best in-
terests of the son, and especially in
the best interests of the covenant
of grace. Pretty bland compared
to modern American dating? Very
godly, very serious, very God-hon-
oring compared to modern Ameri-
can dating!

Abraham: Lord of the Marrying
of His Covenant Seed!

Some might object to the conten-
tion that the example of Abraham
and the marrying of his son Isaac
applies to us and to our day.

The objection may be raised: this

fact of Abraham’s seeking a wife for
Isaac in this way was sin. Poor Isaac!
First father tries to kill him (Gen. 22).
Now in the very personal and pri-
vate matter of marrying we see fa-
ther tyrannizing him. The answer to
this objection is clear: there is no in-
dication in Scripture that this way of
seeking a wife for Isaac was sin.
There is clear evidence that this way
was blessed, a blessing for all in-
volved: for Abraham, Isaac, Rebekah,
and the church!

Another objection is more seri-
ous. Some might say: Abraham’s
seeking a mate for his son was a
special instance. It was not meant
to be for all time that fathers would
be so involved in the marrying of
their children. Especially in the
New Testament era, we who have
the Spirit ought to be able to find a
mate for ourselves, and our fathers
and mothers ought to trust us
enough to leave us to make the de-
cision for ourselves. At best Gen-
esis 24 teaches that fathers should
be concerned with whom their chil-
dren marry. It might even teach
that children should be concerned
that their fathers be concerned. It
does not teach that father is lord
of the marrying of his children.

The concern is real, and a good
one. The concern is that we might
in zeal to rid the house of God of
one custom, namely “dating,” only
be filling it with seven other devil-
ish customs which were never
meant to be anything but that —
customs only for one era, and for
maybe one race of people, and
which never had anything to do
with abiding principles and which
will never fly in 2002, and with
Americans, or the Dutch.

Maybe (the objectors might
concede) this custom of parental
supervision of the marrying of chil-
dren is for some. Maybe control
freak fathers will like this, and
maybe cowering kids will submit
to this. But my dad and I agree.
He’s too busy. And 1 am old
enough to decide for myself. He
likes what I like. And he respects
me and trusts me. And when I let



him know that George has now en-
tered my life, or that I met this
great guy at the convention and
that we had six dates in four days
dad will say “how wonderful” and
start saving money.

In answer to that objection, the
following is recommended for the
reader’s consideration:

First, we should remember that
Abraham and Isaac and Genesis 24
are sacred history. Therefore, there
is something here, most assuredly,
which pertains to us. There is gos-
pel here of the covenant salvation
which is for us, and of the covenant
responsibilities there are for us.
Granted, it might not be that Gen-
esis 24 means that we are to em-
ploy servants to make matches for
our covenant youth (or forty year
olds), or that one or a thousand of
us ought to agree to marry some-
one sight unseen. In fact Genesis
24 does not mean this. No one
would argue for such strange and
strained interpretation and appli-
cation of Scripture. But it might
just be that there is something sa-
cred and abiding about the prin-
ciple of the way of Abraham with
his man and the maid, that is,
about the fatherhood involvement, the
covenant head of the home responsi-
bility which Abraham, and God
through him, demonstrates.

The fact and history of
Abraham and its bearing on us and
our children ought especially to be
considered when we recall that
Abraham is called in Scripture the
father of all believers (Rom. 4:16).
This means, among other things,
that Abraham is set forth as a prin-
ciple-man, a man for all time, an
embodiment of Truth for our learn-
ing of the God who is Father of all
believers, of the Christ whose day
Abraham saw and rejoiced in (John
8:56), of the promises, uncondi-
tional, and to him and his seed af-
ter him in the generations (Gen.
17:7; Acts 2:39), of the faith that he
had, and of his being justified by
faith as the only way, ever, that one
is saved (Rom. 4). Abraham’s cov-
enant faithfulness and his obedi-

ence are to be reckoned, as well, as
a pattern for us children to follow
(cf. Hebrews 11 and the several ref-
erences to Abraham).

Abraham, father Abraham, our
father Abraham was lord of the mar-
rying of his children. This was be-
cause he was lord of the home, un-
der the Lord of the covenant he rep-
resented. And this means, in fact,
that covenant fathers today must be
lord of the marrying of their children.

The lordship of Abraham in his
home and its application to us to-
day, the abiding principle of covenant
headship and authority, even for the
marrying of our covenant seed, is
proven without a doubt in a pas-
sage, a New Testament passage, such
as I Peter 3. There the lordship of
Abraham over Sarah is acknowl-
edged, and the fact that Sarah ac-
knowledged this is set forth as the
godly example for wives in cov-
enant homes today. Wives are
Sarah’s daughters, as long as they
do well, and submit to their hus-
bands, and are not afraid with any
amazement (I Pet. 3:6).

This all means that husbands
today are lords. Wives today sub-
jects. And all are to acknowledge
this in the home. Children as well.
Children are Abraham’s seed in-
deed if they do well in calling their
fathers lord. No inkling of a
thought that when the State says
they are legal, children have rights
to call the shots in some Thing
called recreational dating. Father
is lord. In the name of the living
God of Abraham, covenant fathers
today are lord, and that too, of the
way of their men and maids.

Lordship —godly, command-
ing, superintending, covenant-pro-
moting rule of father today ought
to be seen, felt, and desired in the
way of our men with maids. Fa-
thers must be Abrahamic with their
children. They must know where
the godly mates are. They must
superintend the pursuit of them.
They must govern the way of their
men and their maids!

But this means, then, that there
must be meek, trusting submission

to fathers among the children and
young people of the covenant. Just
as in Abraham’s day and home, so
today an attitude of cheerful yield-
ing to father’s will by our men, and
submissive meekness by our maids
ought to adorn the covenant grace
life folk. Godliness and meekness
and reverence of father, and not re-
vealing, catch-me-if-you-can fash-
ion, and women and even men
with pierced whatever, ought to be
the clothing and ornaments of our
men with maids. Such adornment
as God gives, and as God requires
for godly marrying, is indeed “see-
through” only in that it reveals the
soul. And it is indeed costly, for it
is in the sight of God of great price
(I Pet. 3:4). But this is precisely
what has got to be seen, and what
has got to be spent, if there is to be
godly, God-honoring marrying!

From Father to Father to Fathers

From Abraham, then, we learn
that godly lordship (on the part of
the father), and submissive meek-
ness (on the part of children) are
to characterize, indeed, are to be
the outstanding characteristics of
the way of our men with maids.

And what shall I more say of
this father principle, the foundation
of the family principle for the mar-
rying of children of the promise?
This I will!

I tell of Isaac whose person-
hood was not stifled but whose
godliness was promoted in father’s
way for his marrying; for out in
(not playing the) the field, we find
him, meditating at the eventide
(Gen. 24:63). Of Isaac also, who
moaned not that he would have to
forgo a wild and woolly decade of
dating, who muttered not that he
was old enough to have found a
wife on his own. Of Isaac also who
waited not to fall in love with
someone after ten someones, but
whose love was to do father’s will,
and who married, and who then
loved his bride (v. 67), who then
gave her birthday presents, who
then gave her pearls, who then took
her out to dinner every Friday
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night, who then said “I love you,”
and who then kissed her good
night. And then some.

I tell of other examples, for ex-
ample Judah, who learned from fa-
ther Abraham, and who himself took
a wife for his firstborn, Er (Gen. 38:6).

I tell of negative examples of
sons of God taking and marrying
daughters of (ungodly) men of all
which they chose (where were the
godly fathers?!), and which dating
and then marrying game was the
occasion of the Flood of God's
wrath (Gen. 6:2, 3). Of sinning son
Samson who commanded his father
and mother to get him a wife of
the daughters of Philistia, and
whose parents but weakly pro-
tested (Judges 14: 1-4).

I tell also of the biblical prac-
tice in the Old Testament of chil-
dren, especially daughters, being
given in marriage. Of daughters
there represented as the property of
father, under the authority of father
until that authority is transferred,
father-willing, to the husband of the
bride. Of Numbers 30:3-16, there-
fore, which tells that the very vows
a daughter might make before God
could be ratified or annulled by the
father; but that when the daughter
is given in marriage by the father,
the husband now confirms or makes
void her vows.

I tell also of I Corinthians 7:38
which speaks of the practice still
in the New Testament church, of
fathers giving or not giving daugh-

News From Our Chute
Evangelism Activities

he Evangelism Society of the

First PRC in Grand Rapids, MI
sponsored a “Summer Sing-
spiration” Sunday evening, July 14,
in their church auditorium. In addi-
tion to inviting their congregation to
join them, they made a special effort

Mr. Wigger is an elder in the Protestant

Mr. e
Reformed Church of Hudsonville, Michi-

Tan
gan.
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ters in marriage. And of the
apostle’s concern in II Corinthians
11:2 that his very ministry be a pic-
ture of this father’s giving in mar-
riage in order that the chaste vir-
gin be presented to Christ....

I tell also, therefore, that there
is no such biblical thing! as some
quasi “state of being” for a child
of the covenant in which the child
is “on his own” and independent
of parents. There is never anything
holy said of children who are “let
loose” or who break loose to find
their way or their mate.

And I tell, finally (though this I
surmise), that when godly men of
old walked down the aisle, and were
asked, “Who giveth this woman to
this man in marriage?” they could
say “I do” with confidence that ev-
ery step of the way, from the time their
daughter was ready to marry, to the
time she was betrothed, up till this
time ... they really did!

444 444 444

Oh, I tell, dear readers, and no
doubt in one way or another we
all have been told before. But who
is listening? And to Christ rather
than custom?

Let us heed our Father in
heaven who is Trinity God, and
then God the Father of Adam who
speaks to us of how holy covenant
love-life should be and should be
from father to son to many sons.
Let us ponder anew Abraham the
father of all believers, and the

to invite families and friends from
around their church home to come
and join them. In addition to audi-
ence singing, there was instrumen-
tal and other vocal participation.

In evangelism news from the
Bethel PRC in Roselle, IL, we find
that they are presently sending out
tapes to 156 individuals on a
weekly basis and six per week
within their own congregation. For
the month of June there were 329
unique hits to their web page.

many other fathers of covenant
who reflected and who acted upon
the father principle of the godly
way of men with maids.

Those fathers! Our fathers, our
fathers! Given to Israel-Church as
the chariots of Israel and the horse-
men thereof! Sterling examples,
they! Riding over all enemies, they!
Hurling sharpened spear of Truth
and Honor and Reverence and Mar-
riage and Covenant at youth sub-
cultures and dynamic dating duos,
there they go! Running through the
troop which would parade arm-in-
arm and bumper-to-bumper along
Grand Haven pier — there we see
them. In the church too these fa-
thers, and their principles, ride on,
fire in their eyes, defenders of the
Sacred Place, the Sacred People, the
Sacred Generations. Scattering ev-
erywhere those who would date,
drink, and be merry, there are the
fathers, zealots for the glory of God!

And there are such fathers’
sons. They are God’s sons. They
are militant, in the Name of God,
for the way of Christ, the way of
the Word, the way of family, of fa-
ther, and of Father God for true men
and true maids of God’s covenant.

There. Right in your own home.
Grace has visited this home. Grace
has made a grace father. And grace
mother. And grace children.

Grace Life. For this graceful
way. It is the way of Christ for
Christ’s men with Christ’s maidens
fair. €%

¥ Benjamin Wigger

This August the Evangelism
Committee of the Southwest PRC in
Grandyville, MI once again sponsored
their annual Summer Seminar. This
year’s theme dealt with “The Chris-
tian and Money.” For four succes-
sive Wednesday’s in August, inter-
ested participants met together at
Southwest for a timely discussion of
money and how it affects their lives.
Rev. R. Cammenga opened the se-
ries on August 7 by looking at “Mak-
ing Money.” This was followed one



week later by Mr. David Ondersma,
a retail loan officer at a local West-
Michigan bank, speaking on “The
Christian and Debt.” Then Rev.
Cammenga spoke on “Money and
Marriage.” And finally Rev. G.
VanBaren spoke on August 28 on the
subject, “Treasures That Money Can-
not Buy.” Outlines and handouts
were provided for each discussion,
and there was abundant opportunity
to raise questions. If you are inter-
ested, both audio and video tapes of
the seminar will be made available
at a later date.

Congregation Activities

n July 1 the internships of

Seminarians Paul Goh and Bill
Langerak officially began. The
council of the Bethel PRC made Mr.
Goh and his wife welcome by in-
viting the entire congregation for a
time of fellowship immediately fol-
lowing their evening service on
July 7. Our Southeast PRC in
Grand Rapids, MI officially wel-
comed Mr. Langerak and his fam-
ily on July 10. Southeast combined
with that welcome a demonstration
of the Allen Organ that their coun-
cil was presenting to their congre-
gation for their approval at a later
date. Their evening concluded
with a strawberry shortcake/ice
cream social, which was to help the
young people raise funds for this
year’s convention.

Evidently the congregation of
Southeast liked what they heard
July 10, because on July 22 they ap-
proved the purchase of the Allen
Renaissance 320 organ.

On Thursday and Friday, Au-
gust 8 & 9, the Men’s Society of
the Loveland, CO PRC sponsored
two lectures by Prof. H. Hanko on
the rearing of our covenant chil-
dren. The timing of these two lec-
tures seemed especially appropri-
ate, with the school year less than
three weeks away. It no doubt
served as encouragement, not only
to parents, but also to the entire
church, as they considered this es-
sential calling. Opportunity was
given for discussion and questions.

Prof. Hanko also preached once for
Loveland on August 11.

School Activities

ith the school year now in

full swing, we often fail to
consider that these schools are in-
deed a blessing from our heavenly
Father. We often just assume that
they will just continue. We were
reminded of this recently when we
read that the Heidelberg PRC
School will have to wait at least one
more year to begin operation in the
Chicago area. They had hoped to
be able to begin with kindergarten
this fall. A willing teacher was
available, but the number of stu-
dents was insufficient to begin. We
remain confident that in God’s per-
fect time it will come to pass.

Northern Ireland Activities

he British Reformed Fellowship

sponsored a family conference,
beginning July 20, in Castlewellan,
a small town in the south and east
of Northern Ireland, beginning July
20. The 50 or so who attended
were housed in an old castle on a
large estate. Prof. Engelsma and
Rev. Gritters each spoke three
times on the subject of the assur-
ance of salvation.

Minister Activities
Candidate D. Overway has ac-
cepted the call to serve as pas-
tor of the Covenant PRC of
Wyckoff, N.J.
The congregation of the Byron
Center, MI PRC has extended a call

Index to ﬂ I

to Rev. C. Terpstra to serve as their
next pastor. With him on that trio
were Revs. A. Brummel and M.
DeVries.

Rev. R. VanOverloop declined
the call he received from the
Grandville, M1 PRC.

Young People’s Activities
Our denomination’s annual
young people’s convention
was held this year at the Epworth
Forest Conference Center in North-
ern Indiana, August 12-19. It was
hosted by the Georgetown PRC in
Hudsonville, M1, which makes this,
we believe, the first convention
ever to be hosted by a church in
one state and held in another.
From talking to different young
people after the convention, we can
also safely say that this year’s con-
vention was a huge success. We
were able to pick up some of that
mood when we had the privilege
of attending this year’s Pre-Con-
vention Singspiration, held Sun-
day, August 11 at Fair Haven Min-
istries in Jenison, MI. What a bless-
ing to sing praises to God with over
1500 like-minded fellow believers
and to see 400 young people up on
the stage singing.

Rev. Gritters, Haak, and
Terpstra developed this year’s con-
vention theme, “Youth, Examples
of Godliness,” in three speeches
throughout the week, and the con-
ventioneers were kept extremely
busy with a seemingly endless va-
riety of spiritual and recreational
activities. €
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Christian Joy .... wore DK .. 236 Reformed Covenant Education (8) .............. AL..110
Comfort and Stabllsh You cvrrnneeee. RVO ... 50 Establishing Schools to Provide
Comforted by the Treasures i in Christ ssssonsmzess CIT . 410 Reformed Covenant Education (9) ............... AL ..163
Coming of the Christ for War, The............... DJE ...124 Face DHK ...201
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First Sermon, March 9, 1522, Luther’s Doctrine of Justification (2) ...........RHH ..... 58
Invocavit Sunday ... cmeseenee ML .....26 | Luther’s Only Truly Congenial Disciple........ DJE .....28
For Children: The One Eyed Monster weeeeee MBL ...202 Maintaining Authority in our Homes ............ DK ... 91
For the Cause of Missions .. cevnersnernnene SRK ...210 | Martin Luther: A Sketch of His Life ................GE ....30
Free Course for the Word .......coccoevveeevvceee. RVO ... 98 | Martin Luther: Training Children
Glory of a Covenant Home, The .. weeee WGB ... 108 in the Home... . remnmgsiisiivsiiiis, WGB %06
Glory of a Covenant Home, The (2) vereeeeee. WGB ...344 | New PR High School in the
Godly Contentment .. s ...DK...393 Chicagoland Area .. covreeeenensansssssssessssssseses L1 e 10
Great Profit of nghteousness No Vain Repetition of Words
in the Day of Wrath, The........cc..ccooevunneecennes JDS ... 266 Family Prayer ... ssaisies AK .. 329
He Shines in All That's Fair Nothing Desired Be51de God RVO .338
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He Shines in All That’s Fair or a Well-Meant Offer... ... JAL ...346
(and Curses All That’s Foul) (4) ................... DJE...341 | Preaching of the Gospel: A Serlous Call
He Shines in All That's Fair or a Well-Meant Offer... T 5= B £ )
(and Curses All That’s Foul) (5) ................... DJE ...364 | Profitable Trip to Australla 5 e RLC ... 470
He Shines in All That's Fair Protestant Reformed Mlss1ons in Ghana
(and Curses All That's Foul) (6) .......c........... DJE 412b and the Philippines ..... ... RJS ...375
He Shines in All That's Fair Publishing Breakthrough:
(and Curses All That’s Foul) (7) ........cccc.ce.... DJE ...460 Abraham Kuyper’s Particular Grace, A ..... DJE...100
He Shines in All That's Fair Qualifications of Deacons (5), The ................DJK ..... 16
(and Curses All That's Foul) (8) ............... DJE ...484 | Qualifications of Deacons (6), The ................. DJK...130
He Suffered ... receeneen RIS 424b | Qualifications of Deacons (7), The .................DJK ...174
Herman Hoeksema s Romans Sermons ..DJE ..150 | Quickening of a Dead Will, The................... JAL T2,
Herman Hoeksema’s Romans Sermons (2) .DJE...172 | Regeneration: An Unsought Blessing............ JAL .....86
Herman Hoeksema’s Romans Sermons (3) ... DJE...196 | Report on the Ordination of
Herman Hoeksema’s Romans Sermons (4) ..DJE ...220 Rev. ANGus SteWart .......cccoerreessresssssrsssssssssssasse AC wunee 54
Hold the Traditions .......cccocceiviiinevennens . RVO....2 Reward of Using the
Home Life... .. AK ...307 Office of Deacon Well........cccoceevururereeciesencnn. DJK ... 284
Inability of the Law to Save, The BW ..212 | Righteous Oaths of the Kingdom .............. MVW ...352
Issachar vs. the Scribes .. I—— .. CK..256 | Saving Faith — A Certain Knowledge .......... SRK...298
It Had Been Evening and Mornmg ... AK...396 | Saving Faith — A Living Connection
Jesus Washed Their Feet .. - .. RVO...290 with Christ (1) ... seenensees ORK ... 159
Jesus: The Light of the World cerrensssssensensessesnes JDS ... 468 | Saving Faith — A L1v1ng Cormechon
Johann Agricola and Antinomianism (1)....... HH ...373 with Christ (2) ... ... SRK ...177
Johann Agricola and Antinomianism (2) ....... HH ...424 | Saving Faith — An Assured Confldence ..SRK ...322
Judgment over the Nations ... DJE....74 | So Built We the Wall... st L Bpessse 4
Light Brings Life .. - v JM .....84 | So Built We the Wall........ccoocvccienirinsrinnsesnnissenss DJE 1. 52
Lion: Strongest of the Beasts, The ..JAL ...395 | Synod of the PRC, 2002.......ccccovmmnmirisssinsnensenns DJE ..388
Luther and the Right Wing Teaching Hands to War (2) .....ccoorveverssseernnn: CM L 12
of the Reformation (1) .....ccccceeevemseruurensrneennnes HH .. 251 | Teaching Hands to War (3) ... reveereenerenees CM ... 66
Luther and the Right Wing Telling the Towers to Our Chlldren ..CM .. 181
of the Reformation (2)......cccccoeouisceeceisnnannnnns HH ..273 | Temple ... DHK ..399
Luther and the Right Wing emptatlon of the PRC A ... DJE ..244
of the Reformation (3) ....cccoveereunerrerieusnssnnsennns FH ..319 There Are Fish in the Net .. PRI, [ | | TR/ 5
Luther on Preaching ..........ccccoouesccinsiresnnnenns SRK .....38 | Things Which Must Shortly Come to Pass,
Luther on SCHpPtUTe ......cussssusacmrsmmssssssassasssassss MCB wvee 43 Introduction .. e DJE 2233
Luther, Erasmus, and the Things Which Must Shortly Come to Pass,
Bondage of the Will (1) ....ccoeccemmvnrnecrissecriennes RJD .. 41 Introduction (2) ... N ... DJE ...279
Luther, Erasmus, and the Things Which Must Shortly Come to Pass,
Bondage of the Will (2)...c...coovvvueeerrrsseeneennee RJD ... 56 Introduction (3) ... ...DJE ...302
Luther’s Doctrine of Justification (1) ...........RHH .....33
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Thomas Aquinas and Ratlonahsm ..HH....88 Types of Scripture (9), The.... ...GMO ...403
Thomas Aqumas and Rationalism (2) comnsen HHL 116 U.Ss. Supreme Court Approves Vouchers
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ADULTERY BIRTH OF CHRIST
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Tried by Fire .. R ~.JM ...327 Luther’s Only Truly Congenial Disciple ... DJE ..... 28
AGRICOLA, ]OHANN CARLSTADT
Johann Agricola and Antinomianism (1) ... HH ...373 Luther and the Right Wing of the
Johann Agricola and Antinomianism (2) ... HH ...424 Reformation (1) ......cccccvemrvrerrrrmrrrerreenneene. HH ... 251
ANABAPTISM CHRIST
Luther and the Right Wing of the He Suffered .. - e RJS 424D
Reformation (1).... ssiassise HH v 251 Wrapped and Lald in Poverty .RJS..126
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AQUINAS, THOMAS All Around Us ... KK .. 273
Thomas Aquinas and Rationalism.... .. HH ....88 All Around Us .....cooveveommrennrerneeeorerenn. KK ... 429
Thomas Aquinas and Rationalism (2) .. HH ..116 COMMON GRACE
ATOMS He Shines in All That's Fair
Consider the Atom ssistss s e L IVE ees 1 (and Curses All That’s Foul) ................... DJE ...268
AUTHORITY He Shines in All That's Fair
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BEATITUDES He Shines in All That's Fair
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Blessed Peacemakers, The ....................... RGM ...314 He Shines in All That's Fair
Blessed Pure in Heart, The ...................... RGM ...242 (and Curses All That's Foul) (4) ............. DJE ...341
BIBLE VERSIONS He Shines in All That's Fair
What About the KJV?...........cccocoeveecvveen.. GVB ... 133 (and Curses All That's Foul) (5) .............. DJE ...364
BIRTH CONTROL He Shines in All That’s Fair
Jonathan Edwards — and Birth Control ...GVB ...489 (and Curses All That’s Foul) (6) ............ DJE 412b
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COMMON GRACE (cont.)
He Shines in All That's Fair EDUCATION
(and Chrses All That's Foul) (7) . DJE ..460 |  Establishing Schools to Provide Reformed
He Shines in All That's Fair Covenant Education (8) ... .. AL ...110
(2nd Citoes All That's Foul) (8) woonss DJE 484 | Bstablishing Schools to Provide Reformed
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Letters .. B . SL..418 Martin Luther: Tralmng Chlldren
Temptatlon Of the PRC A ..DJE ...244 in the Home .. reremereseseeseensasresneesenesnees WGB ... 36
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CONTEMPLATION Understanding the Times:
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CONTENTMENT Western Ideas (1) s CK ...304
Content with the Present ........ccccooveecesrsuens RCM ...482 Western Ideas (2) CK 419
Godly CONENMENE ..uccvvvrrrimsrrimssssssssssssssssinss DK ...393 ERASMUS, DESIDERIUS
CPRC NI Desiderius Erasmus and Humanism (1) .... HH ...156
Child Grown: Our Sister Church Desiderius Erasmus and Humanism (2) .... HH ...206
in Northern Ireland ........ccoeecsiiseeeensennss DW ..250 ESCHATOLOGY
Report on the Ordination of Distress of Nations ............ ~DJE....77
Rev. ANGUS SEEWATt w.ovcereerrssrssmmeninnesssssssssss AC 1000 54 Things Which Must Shortly Come to Pass,
DATING Introduction... ... DJE ...233
Dating and the Deep Blue Sea ... Things Which Must Shortly Come to Pass
and the Way of ChIist ....c..vuursssisses MCD ... 259 Introduction (2) ... -~ DJE...279
Dating and the Deep Blue Sea ... Things Which Must Shortly Come to Pass,
and the Way of Christ (2) ..urusrens MCD ... 331 Introduction (3) ... <o DY 302
Dating and the Deep Blue Sea ... Things Which Must Shortly Come to Pass,
and the Way of Christ (3) ...cccecrursee: MCD ...400 Introduction (4) ..... s DB 350
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D KVU 223 | Liom Strongestof the Beasts, The ... L2385
e, T8 208 | Preacliiiig of the Gospel: » Serlous cal
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On chkmg Datmg Goodbye MCD 135 Saving Faith — A Certain Knowledge ..SRK ...298
DEACONS Saving Faith — A Living Connection
Election and Installation of with Christ ( ) ceeeeen SRK ...159
DEACRE (1)) THE e DI 868, | SAvAng Faith = 8 Living Connection
Election and Installation of with Christ (2) ... ~SRK....177
Deacons (2), The .. L DIK 467 Saving Faith — An Assured Confldence .SRK...322
Qualifications of Deacons (5), The ..DJK.....16 FAMILY
Qualifications of Deacons (6), The... DK ___130 Glory of a Covenant Home, The .....ccccc..... WGB ...108
Qualifications of Deacons (7), The oo DJK ...174 Glory of a Covenant Home (2) w............. WGB ...344
Reward of Using the Office Home Life............ rreeees AK .. 307
o el N, |, . .. Towers to Our Children......... CM . 181
DECEIT FOOTWASHING
Art of Code of Deception, TRE cooeoosveereremseenees KX ..106 JESUS Washed Their Feet ......ccovimniniiiiins RVO...290
DIVORCE FREE WILL
Adultery, Guilt, and Righteousness ....... MVW .. 187 Luther, Erasmus,
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ECUMENISM Luther, Erasmus,
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FREEDOM OF SPEECH

Singing a Different Saska(toon) ............... KK ...107
GENETIC ENGINEERING

All Around Us ........ccoooorrrrrrerr.. KK ... 271
GHANA

Letters .....oooovvvuucveevemnrnrieenssecciesevessn. SRK .. 416

Protestant Reformed Missions in Ghana

and the Philippines..................... ..RJS...375

GOD

Is God Truly God? ..........cccccoooononnrrrronn .GVB ..... 79
HAPPINESS

Christian JOy .......cccccoocceccereeennoore.. DK ... 236
HUMANISM

Desiderius Erasmus and Humanism (1) ...HH...156

Desiderius Erasmus and Humanism (2) ... HH ...206

Western Ideas (2) .........ccccoovevuesnnn..... ... CK 419b
HUMILITY

Divine Dwells with the Humble, The ....... RVO 410b
JEWS

Salvation for Jews Apart from Christ .......GVB ... 490
JOHN of LEYDEN

Luther and the Right Wing

of the Reformation (2) ................... .. HH ...273

JUDGMENT OF GOD

Judgment over the Nations ... DJE ....74
JUSTIFICATION

Luther’s Doctrine of Justification (1) aveosc: REIH .38

Luther’s Doctrine of Justification (2) ......RHH. .....58

Cheeks, Cloaks, and Miles wveerresiicinennneennnn. MVW ... 476

Inability of the Law to Save, The ... BW ...212
LIFE

On Getting a Life (3) ..c..ccoonnnvvvvvvvcverreennn. MCD ... 61
LIGHT

Light Brings Life tresernssssesrenniis s JM ... 84
LITERATURE

Antithesis and Teaching Literature (1)..co.... AL...276

Antithesis and Teaching Literature (2)........ AL ...355
LITURGY

I o . JD ... 487
LUTHER, MARTIN

First Sermon, March 9, 1522,

Invocavit Sunday, The ...........ccccccceoveurnnnnn.. ML ..... 26
Luther on Scripture ..............cccoooocceunenno... NCB ... 43
Luther and the Right Wing
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Luther and the Right Wing

of the Reformation (2) .............cccooo........... HH ...273
Luther and the Right Wing

of the Reformation (3) ............cooooccoooooooo..... HH ...319
Luther, Erasmus, and the

Bondage of the Will ........ccccoouueeuenueennceee . RID ... 41
Luther, Erasmus, and the
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Luther’s Doctrine of Justification (L)oo REFE 238
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Protestant Reformed Missions in Ghana
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Comforted by the Treasures in Christ ....... CJT ...410
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Herman Hoeksema’s Romans Sermons (2) . DJE ...172
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Herman Hoeksema’s Romans Sermons (4) . DJE ...220
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Abraham Kuyper’s Particular Grace, A..DJE ...100
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Quickening of a Dead Will, The ......c.cccoo...... JAL ...472
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REMARRIAGE
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RIGHTEOUSNESS
Great Profit of Righteousness
in the Day of Wrath, The ........cccoovvvvuinennen. JDS ... 266
SALVATION
Salvation for Jews Apart from Christ .......GVB ...490
Working Out Our Own Salvation ................ JDS ...218
SCRIPTURE
Luther on SCIipture ........c.c.cocceeuseesessrssessnsees NCB ... 43
SEMINARY
Letter from the Seminary ........cccccceeceeeienne RJD ... 300
SEX
US Has a Sex Problem, The .......ccccceuveneeennn. GVB ... 372
Zero Tolerance for Sex Abuse.........cccccco..... GVB ... 462
SPEECH
Weapon of Mass Destruction, A .......c.cccoeoee. RJS ...154
STANDARD BEARER
Bring the Parchments..........ccccccoocerreveeevennennes HH ..382
STEADFASTNESS
Comfort and Stablish You .......ccccceruuiereecees RVO ... 50
Hold the Traditions .......cco..coeeceeemmnssrerssrens RVO 1iien 2
STEM-CELL RESEARCH
A RTORRG T suanasmssmmmmsmmson R O
SYNERGISM
Philip Melanchthon and Synergism (1) ..... HH ...465
SYNOD
Actions of the 2002 Synod of the PRC ........ DJE ...413
Saddened by a Synodical Decision........... SVW ...488
Synod of the PRC, 2002 ... DJE ..388
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For Children: The One-Eyed Monster ..... MBL ...202
TEMPLE
Temple.... reveeeieesensensssssesseenesssenssessnns DHK ... 399
THANI(FULNESS
Our New Testament Sacrifice ........c.cccureeneees DK ... 128
THANKSGIVING
True Thanksgiving JOY .......rrrrwwisssnrennnss RGM ... 81
TIME
It Had Been Evening and Morning............... AK ...396
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U.S. Supreme Court Approves Vouchers
for Private Schools ... revvevereenenensnenees J Lo 474
U.S. Supreme Court Ponsed to Issue
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TYPOLOGY
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Types of Scripture (2), The ....cccoovevieceennn. GMO ...137
Types of Scripture (3), The ......cccooeevvvuvenee. GMO ..152
Types of Scripture (4), The ......c...cccceevuvune.. GMO ... 184
Types of Scripture (5), The ......ccccccceevveunnnn.. GMO ...203
Types of Scripture (6), The ..........cc.cccooeo.... GMO ... 230
Types of Scripture (7), The ..........cccccovuuuene.. GMO ...254
Types of Scripture (8), The i OMOD. =324
Types of Scripture (9), The ..cccovvvrvvriivnnns GMO ...403
UNIVERSALISM
Things Which Must Shortly Come to Pass,
Introduction (2) ... cerserseerseneses DJE .279
URC
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VANTIL, CORNELIUS
LOEEBEE counesomsnssssmsnsomamusmmansanspmsssasioiisississsississsss MCi 415
LEtEErS coueereeeenecemssssessssasssesssssssenssenssssssssensennassses IN W 100 191
WAR
Teaching Hands to War (2) ...ccoooueevveunnnsnnnns CM e, 12
Teaching Hands to War (3) .....ccccooeurrerernnren: CM weeen 66
WELL-MEANT OFFER
Preaching of the Gospel: A Serious Call
or a Well-Meant Offer, The .. ... JAL ...346
Preaching of the Gospel: A Serlous Call
or a Well-Meant Offer, The (2).... ..JAL 417b
WOMEN IN OFFICE
First CRC Woman Pastor Ousted ...............GVB ...463
WORD STUDIES
N T TP, | | . ) |
S0 1)) L TIORERRRRR—— b ¢ | S 399
WORSHIP
Believer’s Role in Public Worship; Active
Participant or Passive Spectator (1) ......... CJT ...161
Believer’s Role in Public Worship; Active
Participant or Passive Spectator (2)......... CJT ... 183
Believer’s Role in Public Worship; Active
Participant or Passive Spectator (3) ........ CJT ...229
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P.O. Box 603
Grandville, MI 49468-0603

W
o

RESOLUTION OF SYMPATHY

The council and congregation of
Grandville PRC express their Chris-
tian sympathy to Gary and Karen
VanderSchaaf and family in the death
of Karen's father,

MR. NORMAN DICE,
and to Rev. Audred and Alva
Spriensma and family in the death of
Alva's father,
MR. GERRIT VANVUGT.

"My flesh and my heart faileth, but
God is the strength of my heart, and
my portion forever.” (Psalm 73:26)

Tom Bodbyl, vice president
Ken Vink, assistant clerk

R ghteous by

produced—Herman Hoeksema.

This commentary on Romans searches the
sovereignty of God’s grace in Christ as deeply as
Scripture allows—and requires. But it does so in a
clear and simple style, as a devotional commentary.
The theologians will study this volume
carefully—mostly to object to its unabashed,
uncompromising confession of, and exultation
over, the sovereignty of God (in this book, God is
God). But its purpose is the edifying of the
members of the congregations—DPaul’s
“saints"—who will read it with delight and profit.

lvy Herman Hoeksema,

728 pp, hardcover, $41, 95’ :

Reformed Free
Publishing Association
4949 Ivanrest Ave.
Grandville, MI 49418
Ph: (616) 224-1518
Fx: (616) 224-1517
www.rfpa.org
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Faith Alone

sh, bold, penetrating, and faithful exposition of
that book of the Bible that Luther called “the purest
Gospel of all”—the book of Romans. x
The author is one of the finest interpreters of Scnprure
and theologians that the Reformed faith bas

RESOLUTION OF SYMPATHY

The family of Prof. David and Ruth
Engelsma expresses its sympathy to
the many members of the Protestant
Reformed Churches who knew and
loved him, especially the Loveland
congregation, in the death, on July 13,
2002 at the age of 77 years, of

PAUL G. GRIESS,

long-time and faithful member of the
Loveland, CO Protestant Reformed
Church and close and dear friend.

“And God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes” (Rev. 21:4).
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REMINDER:

This is the last issue of Volume
78. If you desire to have your volume
bound, please bring the entire volume
(beginning with the October 1, 2001
issue) to the seminary by October 15.
The cost of binding your own volumes
is still $13.00.

NOTICE
The annual meeting of the RFPA
will be held on September 26, in
Southwest PRC at 7:30 p.m. Prof.

Hanko will speak on the history asso-
ciated with the book Sin and Grace.
Everyone is welcome to attend.



